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2   Planning policy for the area

The Draft  Regional Spati al Strategy (RSS)

The Regional Spati al Strategy will form the governments planning policy for the locati on 
of development in the south west region unti l 2026.

The draft  RSS has identi fi ed the need for an urban extension of 10,500 dwellings to 
the south west of Bristol. 9000 of these dwellings are to be in north Somerset. This will 
mean removing land to be developed from the Green Belt.

Whilst the RSS has yet to be fi nally confi rmed the Government has said that the 
strategy’s housing requirement will be an important factor in deciding whether or not 
planning applicati ons for development should be granted. 

North Somerset Council Opti ons

The whole of the University’s land is located in north 
Somerset. When North Somerset Council consulted 
the public on its core strategy issues and opti ons in 
October 2007, it showed four possible approaches 
to the locati on of new development in the area (as 
shown above). 

Three of these opti ons included part or all of the 
land at Long Ashton owned by University of Bristol 
(highlighted) as an extension to the village. 
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