Faculty of Science

Guidelines for Implementation of the University English Language Entry Requirements Policy for Postgraduate Students.


In line with University policy, the Faculty of Science requires that applicants, whose first language is not English,

EITHER: 
achieve a minimum IELTS‡ test score of 6.5 (or equivalent†) within the last two years 

(for the Departments of Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics the minimum score is 6.0),

OR: 
have successfully completed a degree from a British or other English-speaking university.
Exceptions can only be made with permission of the Graduate Dean.

If your candidate does not have an in-date IELTS score (or equivalent†) to the minimum standard, then the candidate will normally be required to sit (or re-sit) the IELTS test and pass to the minimum standard as a condition of entry to the degree programme. If a Department wishes to have a candidate treated differently, then the case must be presented to the Graduate Dean along with the request to raise an offer, otherwise the condition will automatically be included in the offer letter. Once the offer has gone out, it is unlikely to be altered.

‡ IELTS = International English Language Testing Service
† Information regarding other approved English language tests that are deemed to be equivalent to the IELTS test can be found in the University English Language Entry Requirements Policy at: 

http://www.bris.ac.uk/university/governance/policies/admissions-english-lang-reqs.html
Below are guidelines for dealing with several common scenarios:

[1] There are logistical difficulties in the candidate sitting the IELTS test.

This could arise, for example, if the offer is being made very close to the desired start date of the studentship. In this case, the Department should consider delaying the start of the studentship to allow sufficient time for the candidate to arrange to sit the test or, if the candidate is being required to re-sit the test, to allow sufficient time for the candidate to do some work on their English before re-sitting the test. The Department must specify for how long they are willing to hold the studentship open, so that this date can be included in the offer letter as the deadline for presentation of the IELTS score.

If there are logistical difficulties to sitting the test and strong evidence can be submitted of the high standard of the English language skills of the candidate, then it might be possible, with the permission of the Graduate Dean, to allow the candidate to commence their studies prior to sitting the IELTS test. In such a case, a condition will be included in the offer letter that the candidate must sit the IELTS test and pass to the minimum standard within the first term. The Department needs to specify who is to carry the cost of the IELTS test. ‘Strong evidence’ means evidence of both spoken and written skills from several, reputable sources. The impression gained at interview alone is not sufficient. A high out-of-date IELTS score could form part of the case. It must be recognised that this is a high-risk strategy as the student may ultimately be required to leave and this must be made clear to the student.
Note that the Language Centre runs IELTS tests every month: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/efl/ielts.html
Information about IELTS testing centres elsewhere in UK and worldwide can be found at: http://www.ielts.org
[2] The candidate has an IELTS score of 0.5 or 1.0 below the minimum standard.
The condition can be specified that the candidate must either resit the IELTS test and pass to the required minimum standard or successfully attend The Language Centre intensive pre-sessional 5-week course (if 0.5 below target) or 10-week course (if 1.0 below target) (see: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/efl/summer/pre-sessional.html). The Department must make it clear who is to fund the course fees and associated subsistence costs. This strategy involves some risk because, if the candidate fails to meet the required minimum standard, they may be required to leave. However the pass rate on these courses is high, so the risk of failure is low.

[3] The candidate has an IELTS score 0.5 below the minimum standard and there is no time for the candidate to resit the test or attend the intensive, pre-sessional 5-week course.
This scenario could arise as a result of any of the above. It is preferable in such cases to allow a delayed start-date of the studentship, as set out in [1]. However, in some cases, the Department may wish to allow such a candidate to start their studies without having first raised their IELTS score to the minimum standard. In such cases, there is a need for the student to develop their English language skills alongside their studies, and so a clear programme of English language tuition needs to be presented to the Graduate Dean with an academic identified as responsible for monitoring the student’s progress and providing general support. It must be made clear who is to carry any tuition costs that may be incurred. A deadline needs to be identified by which time the student is expected to re-sit the IELTS test and to have attained the minimum standard. If the student does not achieve the minimum standard by the specified date, then the Department will need to consult with the Graduate Dean as to the best way forward. It must be recognised that this is a high-risk strategy as the student may ultimately be required to leave and this must be made clear to the student.
The Language Centre offers a range of in-sessional courses aimed at students who wish to develop their English language skills alongside studying (see: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/efl/academic). Note that the Language Centre is reluctant to accept any student on these courses who has a writing score more than 0.5 below the target value.
Further information:

· The University English Language Entry Requirements Policy including information on other approved English language tests: http://www.bris.ac.uk/university/governance/policies/admissions-english-lang-reqs.html
· IELTS scores and equivalents for several other tests:
http://www.bris.ac.uk/international/recruit/countryaz/efl_requirements.html 

· The Language Centre homepage: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/ 

· The Language Centre page on English as a Foreign Language including links to the pre-sessional (summer) and in-sessional (academic year) courses: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/efl/ 

· Information on the IELTS test, including test dates and fees for taking the test at the Language Centre: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/efl/ielts.html 

· Information about IELTS testing centres in UK and worldwide: http://www.ielts.org
