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2008/09 also saw a dramatic increase in the
usage of the University portal, My Bristol, with
around 300 staff, 5,000 undergraduates and
2,000 postgraduates regularly using the
facility since 1 October 2008. The portal is a
gateway to web-based services within and
beyond the University. By signing in, students
and staff can access a range of tools and
services in one place, such as email, course
details, Blackboard, the Students’ Union and
the Sports Centre.

Help for researchers in 
developing countries
The University’s Institute for Learning 
and Research Technology has developed 
a new website for an international project
aimed at helping researchers in developing
countries to publish their work and 
advance their research careers. AuthorAID
(www.authoraid.info) is a free online
community providing access to advice,
mentoring, discussion forums and a range
of material on best practice in writing and
publication. It is based at the International
Network for the Availability of Scientific
Publications and supported by the Swedish
International Development Corporation
Agency, the Norwegian Agency for
Development Co-operation and the UK
Department for International Development.

Boosting research
The University’s new High Performance
Computing system, Blue Crystal, became
fully operational, and now has more than 250
active users. The system supports research
in disciplines such as aerospace engineering,
molecular modelling, climate change and
social medicine, among others, with a
combined project income to date of around
£9.5 million. In November 2008, Blue Crystal
was ranked as the 86th most powerful
supercomputer in the world, helping to
establish Bristol as a world-leading centre for
research. The next stage of development will
be the introduction of a large-scale (one
petabyte) data-storage facility to complement
Blue Crystal’s computational power.

Other significant activities during the year
include work with Research and Enterprise
Development (RED) on the creation of 
a research applications and contracts
database for better visibility and
management of contracts and awards from
application through to completion. Work
also began on a project with RED and
Communications and Marketing Services 
to develop a new website through which 
to showcase the University’s research. 

Community collaborations
As well as providing tools to enable
communication between members of the
University, Information Services facilitates
projects with external collaborators. During
2008/09, the division worked with the
National Co-ordinating Centre for Public
Engagement to develop web-based
resources to support its local and national
activities. The Bristol-based Centre is a
partnership between the University of Bristol
and the University of the West of England
and aims to co-ordinate UK universities’ best
practice in public engagement and to deepen
the social impact and relevance of their work.

Information Services also worked with the
Department of Drama and Bristol’s
Watershed Media Centre on the Semantic
Tools for Screen Arts Research (STARS)
project. This provides an innovative way 
of mapping and annotating connections
between artists, video performances and
other research centres on the web,
supporting new collaborations and new
perspectives on screen arts research.

Maintaining high-quality 
information systems
Underpinning all these developments, the
division invested more than £1 million in core
ICT infrastructure, such as the University’s
data network, IT systems hardware and
software and PC provision in Information
Services sites. Such investment ensures that
critical IT services are robust and resilient
and that business continuity plans are
established, tested and kept up to date.

Top: Refurbished Medical Library
Bottom: Refurbished entranceway to the Arts and Social 
Sciences Library

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & LIBRARIES CONTINUED

ALUMNI DISTINCTIONS 
& HONORARY DEGREES

Fellow of the British Academy
Professor Paul Cloke (DSc 1993),
Professor Glyn Humphreys (BSc 1976,
PhD 1980), Professor Margaret Snowling,
FRSA (BSc 1976), Professor Peter Taylor-
Gooby (BA 1969)

CBE
Professor Linda Colley, FBA (BA 1972,
Hon DLitt 2006) Author and Shelby MC
Davis 1958 Professor of History, Princeton
University, for services to historical studies

Keith Elliott (BSc 1968, Diploma in Social
Sciences) Principal at the City of Bristol
College, for services to further education

Dr Patricia Hamilton (BSc 1972, 
MBChB 1975) President, Royal College 
of Paediatrics and Child Health, for services
to medicine

Nicholas Campbell Paul (BSc 1966)
Chairman, Advantage West Midlands, for
services to business

David Tanner, OBE (BA 1970) Performance
Director, GB Rowing Team, for services 
to sport

Professor Peter Neil Temple Wells, FRS
(MSc 1962, PhD 1966) Research Professor
and Senior Scientific Director, Institute of
Medical Engineering and Medical Physics,
University of Cardiff, for services to
healthcare science

Professor Lynn Gladden (BSc 1982) Shell
Professor of Chemical Engineering, University
of Cambridge, for services to science

Professor Peter Toyne (BA 1962) Lately
Vice-Chancellor, Liverpool John Moores
University, for services to the community

Alwen Williams (BA 1980) Chief Executive,
Tower Hamlets Primary Care Trust, for
services to healthcare

DCMG
Denise Holt, CMG (BA 1970) Ambassador
to the Kingdom of Spain

Olympic medals 
Iain Percy, MBE, OBE (BSc 1998) Olympic
Gold Medal for Great Britain – Sailing

Tony awards
Peter Darling (BA 1985) Best
Choreography in a Musical (Billy Elliot)

Matthew Warchus (BA 1988) Best
Direction of a Play (God of Carnage)

BAFTA awards
Esther May Campbell (BA 1995) Best
Short Film (September)

ALUMNI DISTINCTIONS
Bristol alumni excel in many fields. The following are among those who were awarded
particular distinctions by external organisations in 2008/09.

Dr Philip Ball Science writer and a Bristol
graduate, Doctor of Letters

Dr Andrew Garrad Managing Director of
Garrad Hassan Group Ltd, Doctor of
Engineering

Professor Caroline Gipps Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Wolverhampton and a
Bristol graduate, Doctor of Laws

The Very Reverend Robert Grimley Dean
of Bristol (1997-2009), Doctor of Laws

Professor Geoffrey Hill Poet, literary
scholar, theologian, Doctor of Letters

Caroline James Nurse and chair of
Frenchay After Burns Children’s Club,
Master of Arts (see p30)

Josh Lewsey Rugby international and a
Bristol graduate, Doctor of Laws

Sue McMullen Chair of the Vassall Centre
Trust, Master of Arts (see p30)

Batook Pandya Campaigner for racial
tolerance, Master of Arts (see p30)

Iain Percy, OBE, MBE Double Olympic
gold medallist and a Bristol graduate,
Doctor of Laws

Professor Chris Rapley, CBE Director,
Science Museum, Doctor of Science

Dr Una Ryan, OBE Formerly President
and CEO of AVANT Immunotherapeutics
and a Bristol graduate, Doctor of Science

Louis Sherwood Former Chairman of
Gateway Foodmarkets, HTV West and

Clerical Medical Investment Group, 
Doctor of Laws

Alison Smale Executive Editor,
International Herald Tribune and a Bristol
graduate, Doctor of Laws

Trevor Smallwood, OBE Chairman,
Advanced Transport Systems Ltd, Doctor
of Laws

Dr Alison Taunton-Rigby, OBE Founder,
President and Chief Executive Officer of
Ribonovix Inc and a Bristol graduate,
Doctor of Science

Dr Peter Taylor Civil engineer and a Bristol
graduate, Doctor of Engineering 

John Wilkins Fundraiser, Master of Arts
(see p30)

HONORARY DEGREES 
Every year, the University awards its own distinctions. Below we list all those who received
honorary degrees from Bristol in 2008/09 in recognition of outstanding achievement. 
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Mr Denis A S Burn (BSc 1975)
Mr James Burstall (BA 1987)
Ms Jane A Camblin (BA (Hons) 1973)
Mrs Linda Carr (BSc 1969)
Mr Russ Carr (BSc 1969)
Mr Nigel S Cawthorne (BSc 1970)
Dr Tim L Chambers 
Mr Patrick D Cheng (BSc 1978)
Mr Ian B Chicken (LLB 1987)
Dr Andreas M Chrysaphinis (MB 

ChB 1961)
Professor David Clarke 
Miss Kitty Clarke (BA 1971)
Professor Richard R Clements 
Mr Nigel J Cobb (MB ChB 1952)
Mr Ian J Cockerill (BSc 1987)
Mr Andrew Collender QC (LLB 1968)
Mr Nigel W H Cooper (BSc 1978)
Dr Mary F Corbin (BSc 1937, PhD 1939)
Mr Richard H Cunningham (BEng 1982)
Mr Jeremy R Davidson (BSc 1970)
Mrs Alison C Davis (BSc 1984)
Mr Peter G Dawes (LLB 1969)
Professor Richard N Dixon, FRS 
Dr Niels T Doble (BSc 1960, PhD 1968)
Mr Richard H Dodd (BSc 1983)
Mr Robert Dufton (LLB 1983)
Dr Barry J Dunne (BSc 1985, PhD 1990)
Mr Alastair M Ennals (LLB 1969)
Mr Peter K Estlin (BSc 1982)
Dr Roy F Followell (BSc 1954, PhD 1958)
Mr James S Foulds 
Mrs Judith Fowler 
Professor Robert L H Fowler 
Mr Bill Fullagar (BA 1961)
Mrs Helen Gaastra (BSc 1979)
Mr Stephen Gaastra (BSc 1979)
Dr Brian A Gennery (MB ChB 1964)
Professor Julia M Goodfellow CBE 

(BSc 1972, Honorary DSc 2002)
Dr Peter N Goodfellow (BSc 1972, 

Honorary DSc 2002)
Dr Stephen P Goodwin (BSc 1979, 

PhD 1985)
Mr Ben Gordon (BSc 1981)
Mrs Christine D Gorman (BA 1958)
Mr Michael J Gorman (BA 1960)
Mrs Anne P Gray (BA 1956)
Mr Colin H Green CBE (BSc 1971, 

Honorary DEng 1997)
Professor Len Hall 
Dr Rachel Hall 
Mr Andrew Hartley 
Mr Christopher I J Hartley (BSc 1983)
Mr Timothy J Herrington
Mrs Aglaia Hill (Honorary MA 1999)

Teaching and research at Bristol has always been enhanced by the generosity of alumni,
friends, companies, charitable trusts, students and staff. In every aspect of life, from the creation
of 3G mobile technology, to life-changing research that has saved thousands of babies from cot
death, to finding the blueprint which enabled the accurate recreation of the Globe Theatre, the
University makes an impact. Philanthropic support makes this great university – the extraordinary
outcomes of its research and the successes of its graduates – even greater.

The Centenary Campaign, launched
in anticipation of the University’s
centenary this year, has now raised
over £45 million towards its target of
£100 million.

Bristol’s alumni and friends
participated in greater numbers 
and with ever more generous
donations in 2008/09:

• Campaigns and Alumni Relations,
working with academic and other
colleagues, raised £5.1 million.

• Regular annual gifts totalled over
£750,000 for more than 100
projects across the University.

• The number of Bristol Pioneers
(donors giving £1,000-plus in an
academic year) reached 268, 
with members contributing over
£1.2 million.

• 5,905 individuals, companies and
trusts made gifts, 1,362 of whom
made a donation to the University
for the first time.

• Over 1,500 alumni returned to
Bristol for the Centenary Alumni
Weekend (3-5 July 2009).

Four of the honorary degrees awarded in 2008/09 deserve special mention. As part of its
centenary celebrations, the University conferred honorary Master of Arts degrees on four
individuals who have made a significant contribution to the local community. The University
teamed up with the Bristol Evening Post to find the four local heroes, with readers
nominating 56 individuals in total. The recipients are featured below.

Caroline James A nurse at the Barbara
Russell Children’s Unit at Frenchay
Hospital and chair of the Frenchay After
Burns Children’s Club, a charity set up 
by nurses and run by volunteers that
rehabilitates children and young people
with burns by encouraging them to try
confidence-building activities, such as
abseiling, archery, climbing and sailing. 

Sue McMullen Founder and chair of the
Vassall Centre Trust, which provides
accessible accommodation to 15 charities
and charitable organisations in Bristol that
are run by and employ disabled people. 

ALUMNI DISTINCTIONS & HONORARY DEGREES CONTINUED

Batook Pandya A leading figure in race
relations in Bristol who has been closely
involved with Support Against Racist
Incidents (SARI) since it was established in
1988. SARI’s main aim is to combat racial
intolerance and discrimination against any
ethnic groups or individuals in Bristol. 

John Wilkins A former paratrooper who has
raised £100,000 for Wallace and Gromit’s
Grand Appeal though a variety of activities,
including, at the age of 77, a 10,000-foot
freefall parachute jump. His other fundraising
stunts have included bungy-jumping,
abseiling, white-water rafting and zip-sliding. 

From left: John Wilkins, Caroline James, Sue McMullen and 
Batook Pandya

Mr Charles D Z Martin (LLB 1982)
Mr Alastair J G Matchett (BSc 1991, 

MSc 1993)
Lady Merrison – J & M Britton 

Charitable Trust 
Dr A David Milne OBE (MSc 1967, 

PhD 1969, Honorary DEng 2007)
Mr Iain C S Morpeth (LLB 1974)
Mrs Maria Morris 
Professor Steve Morris 
Mr Timothy A Page (LLB 1985)
Mrs Margaret R Peacock 
Mr John K Pitts (BSc 1948)
Mr John D W Pocock (BSc 1982)
Mr Timothy Ritchie (BA 1978)
Mr William J Rucker
Mr Daniel J O Schaffer (LLB 1986)
Dr Peter L M Sherwood (Honorary 

LLD 2009)
Mr Andrew S Sibbald (BSc 1988)
Ms Lesley G Silvester (BA 1968)
Mr Philip G Symonds (BSc 1973)
Mr Robin Thring (BSc 1947)
Sir James Tidmarsh (Honorary LLD 2002)
Lady Virginia Tidmarsh 
Mrs Julia M Wathen (BSc 1972)
Mr Simon W J Wathen (LLB 1972)
Dr Michael Wong Pakshong (BA 1957, 

Honorary LLD 1994)
Mr Nigel W Wray (BSc 1970, Honorary 

LLD 2005)
Mr Charles A Wynn-Evans (LLB 1988)

£1,000k+
Mr Gati S Al-Jebouri (BEng 1990)
Dr Gerald Avison (BSc 1962, PhD 1967)
Dr Adebola O Bada (MB ChB 1969)
Dr Harry Beckhough (BA 1935)
Mr John S M Beckwith-Smith 

(BEng 1993)
Mr Simon D J Beddow (LLB 1986)
Mr Nick P Bell (BSc 1981)
Mr John E Benson (BSc 1976)
Mr Nicholas J Bishop (BSc 1998)
Professor Dame Carol M Black CBE 

DSC (BA 1962, MB ChB 1970, 
MD 1975, Honorary DSc 2003)

Mr Paul Blackham – The Bristol 
Commonwealth Society 

Mr Steven A Blakey (LLB 1980)
Mr Donald Bourgeois 
Mrs Judith Bray (BSc 1959 Certificate 

in Education 1960)
Miss Davinia Bulford-Cooper BSc 

(BSc 2004)
Mr Kevin J Burke (LLB 1973)

2008/09 Bristol Pioneers
£25,000+ 
Mr Andrew E J Burton (BA 1988)
Dr John M Davis 
Emeritus Prof Geoffrey Eglinton 
Mrs Pamela Eglinton 
Dr Paul J England (BSc 1965, PhD 1968)
Mrs Kate Holmes 
Mr Roger A Holmes (BSc 1981)
Mrs Janet Hulme – The Hadley Trust 
Mr Philip W Hulme – The Hadley Trust 
Mr Terence C Mordaunt LLD 

(Honorary LLD 2000) – First
Corporate Shipping Ltd

Mr David C Ord – First Corporate 
Shipping Ltd

Mr John Rutley 
Mr Trevor Smallwood 
Professor Eric J Thomas (Honorary 

LLD 2004)
Mrs Narell Thomas 

£5,000+
Dr John M H Andrews (BSc 1969, 

PhD 1973)
Mrs Linda J Andrews (BA 1971)
Mrs Carol A Barnett
Mr Stuart W Barnett (BSc 1973)
Mrs Helen M Bennett (BSc 1973)
Mr Richard E T Bennett (LLB 1973)
Mrs Alison Bernays – J & M Britton 

Charitable Trust 
Mr Robert E J Bernays – J & M Britton 

Charitable Trust 
Mr Graham H Blyth (BSc 1969)
Dr Roger J R Cairns (MSc 1971, 

PhD 1977)
Mr Charles J Cazalet 
Mrs Jenny Cazalet 
The Rt Hon Lord Chilver FRS (BSc 

1947 , PhD 1951, DSc 1962)
Dr Genevieve R Davies (BA 1994)
Mr William G R Davies (BSc 1971)
Mrs Diana E S Dunn (BA 1977)
Mr Luke S Ellis (BSc 1985)
Mr A Stephen Fagg (BSc 1962)
Mr Gerard I Fox (BSc 1986)
Mr David T Frank (LLB 1976)
Mrs Elinor Goldsmith 
Dr Stuart A Goldsmith (BA(Econ) 1966, 

Honorary LLD 2007)
Dr Ian J E Keil (BA 1955, PhD 1965)
Mrs Teresa Keil 
Mrs Kyung Lloyd 
Mr C Stephen Lloyd (BSc 1982)
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“A good education can have an
incredible impact, both for the
student as well as the country
and potentially the world.
Bristol’s current research into
climate change is a shining
example of this. We wanted
our donation to support the
development of those young
minds that may hold the key 
to this pressing issue, which
is a growing concern not only
for our own generation but for
generations to come.”
Simon Wathen (LLB 1972) and 
Julia Wathen (BSc 1972)

PHILANTHROPY CONTINUED

Dr Christopher A Wright (BSc 1968, 
PhD 1971)

Dr Allen Zimbler 
A further 22 Pioneers wish to 
remain anonymous.

We are grateful to the
following organisations,
which have made significant
contributions to the
University in the past year:
Advanced Laser Ltd
BP plc
Capital World Investors
City Solicitors Educational Trust
Countess Eleanor Peel Trust
First Corporate Shipping Ltd
Fondazione Cassamarca
Franklin Adams Trust
IJ Gates Charitable Trust
J & M Britton Charitable Trust
LDJ Design & Display Ltd
Misys Charitable Foundation
National Eye Research Centre
Oregon Zoo Foundation
P W E Brown Charitable Trust
Perivoli Trust
Quartet Community Foundation
Rita & David Slowe Charitable Trust
Rory & Elizabeth Brooks Foundation
Rosetrees Trust
Shimadzu UK Ltd
Sigma-Aldrich Company Ltd
The Bristol Commonwealth Society
The Dorothy Holmes Charitable Trust
The Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation
The Greene Charitable Settlement
The Hadley Trust
The James Tudor Foundation
The John Oldacre Foundation
The Langford Trust
The Priory Foundation
The Rock Solid Trust
The Tubney Charitable Trust
The Underwood Trust
The Wolfson Foundation
Tulchan Communications

Mr Jonathan D Punter (BSc 1978)
Mrs Julie C Punter (BSc 1978)
Mr Nicholas Rawlinson 
Mrs Tania Jane Rawlinson 
Mr Bill Ray (BSc 1975)
Mrs Karen Ray 
Mr Neil P Record 
Mr David S Redfern (BSc 1988)
Mrs Elizabeth L H Ridley 
Mr Mark Ridley 
Mr R Andrew Roberts (BSc 1968)
Dr Susan C Roberts (BSc 1979) – 

The Dorothy Holmes Charitable Trust 
Mr Geoffrey H Rowley (BA 1958)
Dr Una Ryan OBE (BSc 1963, Honorary 

DSc 2009)
Mr Dominic A B Sanders (LLB 1987)
Mrs Ellen M Schmidt (LLB 1977)
Mr Richard M Schmidt (LLB 1977)
Mr Alastair F D Scott (BSc 1965)
Mr Keith D Scott (BA 1960)
Mr George E S Seligman (BSc 1973)
Mrs Veronique S Seligman (BSc 1975)
Mr John H H Shannon (BSc 1972)
Professor Quentin Skinner
Ms Alison C Smale (BA 1977)
Professor Edward Snyder 
Ms Victoria P Stace (BA 1971)
Dr Rosalyn M Stanbury (BSc 1975, 

MB ChB 1980)
Ms Clelia Steele 
Mr Adam M D M Steiner (BA 1993)
Dr Robert J Stokes (BSc 1952)
Mrs Elizabeth L J Stradling (BA 1955)
Mrs Eileen B Stott (BSc 1957)
Mr Robert L Sweeney (BSc 1954)
Dr Peter J Szanto (BSc 1975, MSc 

1976, PhD 1981)
Dr Lip Ping Thean (LLB 1955, 

Honorary LLD 2002)
Mrs Edna Thornley (BSc 1946, 

Certificate in Education 1947)
Miss Sarah J Turcan (BA 1993)
Dr Frank Turner (BDS 1958)
Miss Doris Tweed (BA 1939 PGCE 1940)
Mr Christopher R Wallis (BSc 1978)
Mrs Maria A Wallis (BSc 1976)
Professor Avril E Waterman-Pearson 

(BVSc 1970, PhD 1977)
Dr Christopher M K Watts (BSc 1966, 

PhD 1969)
Mrs Veronica M Watts (BA 1969)
Dr John T Weaver (BSc 1953)
Professor Michael Welch MD (MB ChB 

1966, Honorary MD 2006)
Mr Clive J Wells (LLB 1987)
Mr Jonathan Wheatley (BA 1959)
Mr Edward T Whitley (BSc 1976)
Mrs Patricia R C Willford (BA 1948)
Mr Robert A Willford (BSc 1948)
Mr Peter G Williams (BSc 1952)
Mr Alex S Wilmot-Sitwell (BA 1983)
Mr Daniel C Witter (BSc 1990)
Mr Philip E C Wolfe (BSc 1990)
Mrs Gillian E Woolley (BSc 1957, 

Certificate in Education 1958)
Dr Moger Woolley (BSc 1959, 

Honorary LLD 2005)

Mr Lester B Hillman 
Mr Christopher Hobbs (LLB 1980)
Dr Lesly Huxley (EdD 2002)
Mr Patrick W Jacob (BA 1979)
Mr Alfred S L James (BA Comm) 

1948, Certificate in Education 1949)
Mrs Gwyneth M James (BA 1941)
Ms Sarah Jarman 
Mr Michael H V Jeans MBE (BA 1964)
Mrs Barbara J Jester (BA 1952, 

Certificate in Education 1953)
Mrs Caroline M Johnston (LLB 1984)
Mr Christopher J H Jolly (BSc 1968)
Mr Nicholas D E Jones (BA 1978)
Mrs Sally J Jones (BA 1978)
Mr John A C King (BSc 1954)
Dr Julie Knox (BSc 1973, PhD 1977)
Professor Selby A R Knox (BSc 1966, 

PhD 1969, DSc 1985)
Mr Simon J Lake (BSc 1977)
Miss Charlotte E Lambkin (BA 1994)
Mrs Caroline Leeds Ruby (LLB 1985)
Mr William J Lewis (BSc 1990)
Professor Nick Lieven 
Mr William J Littlewood (BSc 1987)
Mr Stephen T Lloyd (BA 1972)
Mr Anthony H W Luckhurst (BSc 1974, 

MSc 1975)
Mr Ian Z Mackenzie (MB ChB 1966, 

MD 1981)
Mr Barry R Marshall (BSc 1976)
Dr Geoffrey Alan Matthews (BA 1962, 

Honorary LLD 2006)
Mrs Jacqueline Matthews (BA 1962, 

Certificate in Education 1963)
Mr Ian J Maurice (BSc 1973)
Mr Daniel H R McCausland (BA 1992)
Mrs Muriel G McGee (BA 1949)
Dr Alasdair A D McKerrell (PhD 1981)
Mr Antony D Metcalfe (BSc 1985)
Mr Adrian J Mezzetti (LLB 1965)
Mr Anthony S Minns (LLB 1968)
Mr Marco Momigliano
Dr Nicoletta Momigliano 
Mrs Dinah A Moore (BA 1971) – 

The Greene Charitable Settlement 
Mr Robert N Myers (BSc 1970)
Mr Adam A Nabeebaccus (BSc 2002, 

MB ChB 2005)
Mr Peter E Nicholas (BSc 1980)
Professor Nick C Norman (BSc 1979, 

PhD 1982)
Professor A Guy Orpen 
Mrs Monica A Owen (BSc 1970, 

MSc 1972)
Dr Thomas D Owen (MSc 1968, 

PhD 1974)
Mr Keith Painter – The Bristol 

Commonwealth Society 
Dr Mary-Clare Parker (MB ChB 1986)
Mr Andrew Paynter (BSc 1986)
Mrs Cindy Peck (LLB 1973)
Professor Charles E Polkey (BSc 1960, 

MB ChB 1963)
Mrs Maureen A Polkey (BSc 1960, 

Certificate in Education 1961)
Ms Maria Polycarpou (BSc 1993)
Mr Rupert W Prescot (MB ChB 1957)
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August Milk: a potted history

A paper published in Nature by Professor Richard Evershed in the School of
Chemistry describes how his analysis of early Neolithic pottery vessels from
south-eastern Europe, Anatolia and the Levant suggests that humans were
processing and using milk in the seventh millennium BC – over 2,000 years
earlier than previously thought.

September Bristol scientists in tiny collisions

The largest scientific experiment in the world – the Large Hadron Collider at CERN
in Switzerland – was launched, with scientists from the Department of Physics
playing key roles in its construction and the interpretation of the data resulting
from the measurement of tiny particles as they collide. It is hoped that the findings
will fill in some major gaps in our understanding of the laws of nature.

October Dating in caves 

A team from the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology returned from 
an expedition to the Cantabria and Asturias regions of Spain where they took
samples from over 20 prehistoric painted caves. This three-year, Natural
Environment Research Council-funded project uses a new method, based 
on the radioactive decay of uranium, to determine the age of the paintings.

November Students rough it for charity

Around 20 Bristol undergraduates swapped their warm beds for sleeping bags,
cardboard boxes and freezing temperatures for one night. The students spent
the night in the Students’ Union car park to raise money for the Bristol homeless
charity, the Julian Trust.

December Bristol makes TIME’s Top 10

The stem-cell research carried out by Professors Anthony Hollander and Martin
Birchall (see p9) appeared in TIME magazine’s Top 10 medical breakthroughs 
and scientific discoveries of 2008. Three other research projects with Bristol
involvement also made the list: the Large Hadron Collider (see September);
NASA’s Phoenix probe mission to Mars (Professor David Catling in the
Department of Earth Sciences); and the discovery by Dr Alastair Pike and
colleagues of the earliest evidence of a nuclear family (see p9).

January 100 treasures unveiled online

The Cobden Book of Hours was among 100 treasures from the University
Library’s Special Collections to feature in an online exhibition of some of the
rarest and most interesting items held at the University, organised as part of the
celebrations of the centenary of the granting of the University’s Royal Charter.

February Bristol’s brains go to work

Local pupils took part in a series of interactive workshops, hosted by Bristol
University neuroscientists to help the children discover more about the science of 
the brain by creating brain-based works of art. The children’s work was displayed at
At-Bristol during Brain Awareness Week in March (see p22).

March ChemLabS sets new record

Bristol ChemLabS, one of the University’s two Centres for Excellence in Teaching
and Learning (CETLs; the other is AIMS – Applied and Integrated Medical
Sciences), had a record month for chemistry outreach activities, clocking up
almost 1,000 face-to-face engagements as far apart as South Africa, France,
Spain and Italy.

April Naturalist/broadcaster visits Langford 

Sir David Attenborough visited the Department of Clinical Veterinary Science at
Langford to open the new, £3.9 million Animal Welfare and Behaviour Building
(see p24).

May Centenary garden unveiled

Historian Sir Roy Strong opened the University’s new centenary garden, situated in
the grounds of the Wills Memorial Building and designed by Bristol alumna Anne
de Verteuil.

June Nature on display

Biodiversity Jenga was one of the many attractions presented by University staff
and students as part of the 2009 Festival of Nature, organised by the Bristol
Natural History Consortium, on Bristol’s Harbourside.

July Debut for whiskered robot

Researchers from the Bristol Robotics Lab (a partnership between the University 
of Bristol and the University of the West of England) and the University of Sheffield
unveiled the SCRATCHbot, a robot with sensory whiskers that marks a milestone in
a pan-European project to develop biologically inspired artificial intelligence systems.

August

Lay members (19)
Mr James Wadsworth – Treasurer
Cllr Royston Griffey – Bristol City Council
Mr Denis Burn – Society of Merchant Venturers
Mr Stuart Goldsmith – Convocation

Elected by Court
Mrs Alison Bernays (Vice-Chairman)
Mr John Bramhall
Mr Chris Curling
Mr Colin Green
Mr James Foulds (Chairman)
Mrs Dinah Moore
Mr Bob Morton
Mr George Morton
Mr David Ord
Mrs Cindy Peck
Mr Tim Ross
Ms Anne Stephenson
Mr Tim Stevenson
Mrs Cathy Waithe
Mr James Wetz

University members (10)
Professor Eric Thomas – Vice-Chancellor
Professor David Clarke – Deputy 

Vice-Chancellor
Professor Malcolm Anderson – 

Pro Vice-Chancellor
Professor Avril Waterman-Pearson – 

Pro Vice-Chancellor

Elected members of the 
academic staff
Professor Paula Booth
Professor Rosemary Deem
Dr Stephen Lyne
Dr David Newbold

Elected members of the 
non-academic staff
Mr Robert Massie
Mr Tony Macdonald

Students (3)
Mr Tobin Webb – President of the 

Students’ Union
Ms Ruth Jackson – Vice-President 

of the Students’ Union
Vacancy

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
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