Professor Eric Thomas

The greatest threat to an organisation
such as the University of Bristol is
complacency.
Looking back over the institution’s first century (or, as in this report, over
the past year), it would be perilously easy to become smug. After all, we
have terrific students, brilliant staff, a dazzling track record in learning,
discovery and enterprise and an enviable reputation both here and
abroad.

less on ‘Didn’t we do well?’ than on ‘How can we do better?’. Hence, for
over the next few years; the focus on the quality of the student learning
and residential experience; and the emphasis on innovation in both
academic and administrative pursuits.
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same time, we remain eager to explore what’s new, what’s next and how
far the University can go in pursuit of its mission and vision and in line
with its core values.
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We feel that the University has avoided the complacency trap by dwelling

