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As a condition of your award, you must submit the final version of your thesis in electronic format to the University of Bristol. This must be the version approved by the examiners once any necessary corrections have been completed. 
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Section 2. Reason for Deferred Access
If applicable, indicate the reason for deferring public access to your thesis. This applies to a 12-month embargo, substantial redactions and/or longer deferrals. 
More detailed guidance on the Detailed deferred access guidance webpage. 
	Future Publication
Your thesis contains material intended for future publication (eg. an article(s), book chapter(s) or monograph). 
Note: An embargo is not normally required by publishers, but you may choose to apply an initial 12-month embargo. Any request for a longer deferral for this reason will require written evidence from a publisher (e.g. public-facing policy) that this is an absolute requirement for publication.  
	☐
	Third-party Copyrighted Material
Your thesis contains third party material which is subject to copyright and you do not have permission to reproduce the material in a public version. A ‘fair dealing’ (quotation, criticism, review) exception does not apply and it is not sufficient to apply only minor redactions to the relevant material, as this represents an intrinsic part of the thesis. 
	☐
	Commercial Information and/or Patent Applications (IP Protection)
Your thesis contains sensitive information that would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of an individual or organisation, or intellectual property that may be the subject of commercial exploitation (e.g. a patent application).
	☐
	Contractual Restrictions
Your research was sponsored or conducted in collaboration with a partner(s) who requires restrictions on the public availability of your thesis.
	☐
	Personal or Confidential Data
Your thesis contains personal data, information that could prejudice the interests of an individual or information whose disclosure would constitute an actionable breach of confidence (e.g. patient data) and it is not appropriate to apply only minor redactions.
	☐
	International Relations, Defence, National Security, or Public/Personal Safety 
Your thesis contains material whose disclosure would be likely to adversely affect international relations, defence, national security, public safety, or the personal safety of yourself and/or others.
	☐
	Additional Information (optional) Please provide any comments 
related to the reason for deferring public access to your thesis.  
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Annex A. Glossary
Deferral: The entire dissertation is held back from public release for an approved period.  (25.9 of the ‘PGR Code’).
Embargo: The full-text file which is deposited is restricted from public access for an agreed period. 
· At Bristol, students may elect to apply a 12-month embargo to their thesis, which means the full-text version will not be available publicly for a 12-month period from the data of award. 
· The title and abstract will normally be made available immediately.
‘Closed’ deposit: The full-text file which is deposited will indefinitely be restricted from public access. 
· At Bristol, ‘closed’ deposits are normally retained in the Research Data Storage Facility (RDSF) for added security.
· If you have received approval for a ‘closed’ deposit, you should not create a record in Pure and instead follow the alternative deposit instructions you will receive.
Redaction(s): Specific parts of the dissertation are held back for an approved period with the unredacted parts being made publicly available. (25.10 of the ‘PGR Code’). Redactions may be combined with an embargo or applied indefinitely.
Redacting: Hiding (or removing) a portion of text, images, or other material in a publication to prevent access to sensitive content. 
· Redactions are normally visible (e.g. black box over redacted text) and it is recommended to maintain the original pagination. 
· Redaction software is recommended (e.g. Adobe) to ensure the redaction is not reversible. 
· ‘Tombstoning’ content may be a suitable form of redaction.  
Tombstoning: A specific type of redaction which includes removing the original content and adding a placeholder (e.g. text: ‘[Redacted]’ or a black box) to indicate where content was removed. 
· It is best practice to maintain the original pagination and provide a brief explanation about why the content was removed (e.g. ‘Image removed due to copyright restrictions’).


Annex B. Additional Information
This additional information is included for reference only. 
Access to Information Legislation: Theses can be requested under the Data Protection Act 2018, Freedom of Information Act 2000, or Environmental Information Regulations 2004. Further information, including details of the narrowly defined exemptions is available at the University of Bristol: FOI webpage. Several of the embargo justifications you provide above may be relevant for the University to assess whether an exemption is applicable to a request under access to information legislation.
Bibliographic Metadata: The bibliographic details, including the title, author, and abstract, of your thesis will normally appear in the Bristol Research Portal within six (6) weeks of the deposit, even if an embargo applies to the full-text or redacted version of the thesis. The University of Bristol will also make the bibliographic metadata available to third parties for enhanced discoverability, including the British Library Electronic Theses On-Line System (EThOS).
Depositor Declaration: As part of depositing your thesis in Pure (creating a record), you must complete a deposit declaration which includes provisions relating to copyright, public access, third party obligations, and preservation. This declaration will automatically appear for you as part of the deposit process, but an online copy is available for reference.  
Expiry of the Embargo Period: At the end of the embargo period (whether 12 months or an agreed longer embargo), the University is under no obligation to contact you before updating the public access to your thesis. If you think it may be necessary to extend an embargo or arrange a permanent redaction, you can request an extension to the deferral period in advance of the expiry of the embargo period. Review the guidance and access the relevant form on the Detailed deferred access guidance webpage.
Non-exclusive Licence: By granting a non-exclusive licence to publish and distribute the thesis, you retain the right to publish it elsewhere in its present format or future versions. 
Persistent Link: Your thesis will automatically be assigned a Persistent Identifier (PID). At Bristol, we use Handle.net as a PID (assigned by Pure) rather than a DOI, which works the same way. You should always use this persistent link when sharing your thesis as it will ensure users are always directed to the correct record, even if the underlying system or display URL changes. You can find the Handle for your thesis record on the right-hand side of the record in the Bristol Research Portal.
Preservation and file format(s): For the purpose of future preservation and accessibility, the University of Bristol may, without changing the content of the thesis, migrate the thesis and any additional materials deposited with your thesis to any medium or format.  
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