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DG RESEARCH FP6 FUNDED PROJECTS ON MIGRATION: 

MEETING THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION’S CURRENT AND EMERGING POLICY NEEDS
1.
The Context

DG Research has commissioned and funded 22 FP6 research projects, including a network of excellence, working on a wide range of topics in the field of international migration in the EU. The potential and real added value of the research findings from these projects and the outputs of their work programmes needs to be identified and harnessed for the benefit of the European Commission policy-makers at EU and national level and for the European research community.

Migration is not a single coherent subject. It transcends different policy areas and academic disciplines. In order to maximise the use of the FP6 research findings it is necessary to identify their common, unique and/or complementary themes and emerging research and policy questions. In order that the Commission can make best use of these insights and findings to promote the EU’s interests in the world, this FP6 work also needs to be placed in the context of the emerging themes in scholarly work at a global level.

2.
Proposed work

2.1.  Identification of current and emerging policy needs

EU policies in the area of migration and integration will be mapped in order to identify current and emerging needs. An inventory will be created of key Council decisions, Commission initiatives and policy concerns of the relevant Parliamentary committees. New and emerging policy themes which impact on migration (eg climate change, the EU’s external relations in an era of globalisation, rapid change in global labour markets, the dynamics of current and future ‘mass migration’ movements) will be identified. 

2.2  Identification of current, new and emerging research themes and findings

A ‘scoping’ exercise will be carried out to identify how forward looking thinking and analysis has emerged from the FP6 migration research projects. (Where possible work in progress, in FP7 projects, will be flagged as potentially useful in this respect).  The aim will be to identify the new findings, terms, ideas and themes that the funded research is producing in this field and to relate these, where relevant, to the broader academic debates and scholarly research.  Current conceptual models usually miss the new forms of migration which are not recorded in official systems. The research projects will be assessed in terms of their contribution to the conceptualisation of new forms of migration and human mobility. In particular any the identification of 

potential indicators of mass migration, circular migration and return migration will be mapped. This is necessary because of the policy need to address mass migration flows, recorded or otherwise, which take place in response to economic restructuring, climate change, poverty and globalisation of the labour market.

2.3 Maximising the use and potential of the research, in the interests to inform EU policy development

A report will be produced which summarises the key policy-relevant features of the 22 funded projects (and network) and which analyses in further depth the most pertinent aspects of 10 selected projects. It will indicate how the research findings might inform politicians in meeting current needs and anticipating future policy needs. It will identify whether new phenomena are emerging in the research literature and how politicians are highlighting new priorities and orientations in their debates. 
The report will identify how the research results of studies funded by DG Research could: 

a) enrich the discussion at Commission level and inform policy proposals at inter-institutional levels;
b) be complemented by findings of research funded by other Commission DGs and academic work -

in particular the work programme of NORFACE will be considered, to identify potential complementarities between the FP6 and FP7 projects and the  NORFACE Transnational Research Programme with the theme 'Migration in Europe - social, economic, cultural and policy dynamics' , launched in April 2008.
The report will consist of: an initial page summarising the main findings, three pages on the main elements of the report and a full report of 40 pages including annexes (allowing space for illustrations) which would be suitable to use as a basis for a Commission staff working paper. It will be in the form of a Word document.

Deadline: The project report will be completed by 25th August 2008

2.3 
Consultant
Ann Singleton is a Senior Research Fellow in the Centre for the Study of Poverty and Social Justice, School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol. She has published in the areas of asylum and international migration in Europe and the use of asylum and migration statistics in policy development.  Between 2002 and 2004 Ann was responsible for policy on statistics in the European Commission’s Directorate-General for Justice and Home Affairs. She has advised the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers and EU Presidencies and collaborated with many NGOs and international organisations including the UNHCR and the UNECE. In 2008, Ann was the migration expert on the Steering Panel for the Science Review of the UK Home Office and the Ministry of Justice. This report makes 24 key recommendations on improving the use and delivery of science in policy-making in all activities of the Home Office and Ministry of Justice. The full report is available at: http://www.dius.gov.uk/publications/ho_moj_sciencereview.pdf
