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Harmonization for
000+ variables

92 countries 218 samples 1089 datasets



Why IPUMS MICS?

* Variable harmonization
* Common geographic footprint over time

* Comprehensive documentation—with just a click
* Notes on comparability of variables across samples
* Universe of respondents asked each question

* Questionnaire text associated with variable, and full questionnaires
* Entirely free of charge

IPUMS



Getting started

e Start browsing (mics.ipums.org)
* Register (or sign in)
* Browse Data

* Questions? Click on SUPPORT
* Introductory webinars

° :AQ

e User Notes

IPUMS



Research with IPUMS MICS

Among orphans, what
factors are associated with
less anxiety?

Demonstrate research with
small subgroup

Preliminary results




Key variables

Orphans

* Vulnerable children who have
lost one or both parents
* Maternal orphans
* Paternal orphans
* Double orphans

* For single orphans, is child
living with surviving parent?

Anxiety
* Reported by child’s caregiver

* We dichotomize into whether
child experiences (1) or not (0)



Methodology

Samples

1. All children 5-14 from 55
MICS6 samples

2. Orphans only from same
MICS6 samples

Allows for an analysis of which
orphans are faring better & why

Analytic approach

* Multilevel logistic regression
with random effects for sample

* Child, caregiver, household &
community variables included
In models



Child sometimes
anxious:

Orphan effect in
all-children model

(n=425,071)

Non-orphan -
(ref)

Maternal

orphan 1.200***
orphan 1.191**~



Child
sometimes
anxious:

Orphan effect
In orphan-only
model

(n=33,757)

Status (dbl orphan=ref)

Maternal, dad resident

Maternal, dad not resident

Paternal, mom resident

Paternal, mom not resident

0.900*




Child
sometimes
anxious:

Orphan effect
In orphan-only
model

(n=33,757)

Status (dbl orphan=ref)

Maternal, dad resident

Maternal, dad not resident

Paternal, mom resident

Paternal, mom not resident

Child age

Male child

Male caregiver

Caregiver age

Caregiver education

Number of kids in HH

Wealth (Middle=ref)

Poorest

Poorer

Richer

Richest

0.922*
0.971**
ns

1.014

1.067
1.039
0.983




Recap: Analyses show

* Orphans of every category are more likely than non-orphans to
experience anxiety

* Among orphans, paternal orphans who live apart from their
mothers are at lower odds of experiencing anxiety

* Other child, caregiver & household are uniquely associated with
orphan anxiety

IPUMS



Conclusion

* IPUMS MICS is a new tool facilitating research using MICS data

* Especially valuable for studies:
* Making comparisons across time or countries
* Pooling samples to analyze small subpopulations, such as orphans

* IPUMS MICS is available free online
* Please cite IPUMS MICS if you make use of it!

IPUMS
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