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Agenda What is visual analytics and why does it matter?

Practical session



Data https://til.bi/TabTraining

https://til.bi/TabTraining


What is The Information Lab?

● Founded in 2010
● The largest specialist Data Visualisation consultancy in 

Europe
● Tableau and Alteryx specialists & Gold Partners
● Presence across 6 other European countries
● Core Team in UK around 30 members
● Shorter term consulting



What is The Data School?

● Founded in 2015
● Recruits 8 people every 2 months
● 2.5yr contract including 4 months initial training
● 4 x 6-month placements
● Work as a consultant with prestigious companies
● 100+ consultants through the program
● Started in Sydney in 2018



Andy Kriebel - Head Coach

Tableau Zen Master Hall of Fame, 
previous experience includes running 
the Facebook Tableau Centre of 
Excellence for 3 years.

Chris Love

Twice winner of the Alteryx Grand Prix 
and widely regarded as one of the best 
in the world with Alteryx.  

And a three-time Tableau Zen Master 
too!

Craig Bloodworth

Tableau Zen Master Hall of Fame, 
Tableau server wizard and master of the 
dark art of hacking Tableau.

Emma Whyte

Certified Tableau Trainer, Desktop 
and Server Certified and Tableau 
Social Media Ambassador.

Tableau Zen Master, Tableau Server 
and Desktop guru.

Our Tableau Zen Masters



Chris Love

Twice winner of the Alteryx Grand Prix 
and widely regarded as one of the best 
in the world with Alteryx.  

And a three-time Tableau Zen Master 
too!

Our Alteryx ACEs

Ben Moss

An incredible Alteryx (and Tableau!) user 
who gained ACE status in 2018 Ben is a 
graduate of DS2 and now an Information 
Lab Core Team consultant.



But don’t I need to be a GEEK?

BA (Hons) Spanish

MSc International Relations

PG Cert (MBA) 



Some of our consultants



So what is data anyway?



So what is data anyway?



Don’t guess, use data!



Why did people trust their gut instinct?



So what is 
Data Visualisation?













Data Visualisation is…...

● The translation of data from big tables of numbers into 
a visual format

● Trends, correlations, outliers and errors in the data all 
jump out more quickly when visualised

● Human cognitive functions respond far more quickly to 
visual stimulae

● Democratising data



It’s really just a brain hack...

“Visual analytics is the representation and 
presentation of data that exploits our visual 
perception abilities in order to amplify 
cognition.”

Andy Kirk, data viz specialist



How many 5s are there?

12754443748372
53894774398570
48375034871034
87803406704067
01467324623756
34785649832768



Easier now? Let’s use our sensory memory..

12754443748372
53894774398570
48375034871034
87803406704067
01467324623756
34785649832768



It’s not a new thing...



What is Tableau?

● Market leading data visualisation tool
● Revolutionising analytic capabilities of companies
● No coding required - drag and drop
● Used across diverse industries
● Full scale enterprise software solution
● Created in the US at Stanford University



We help people
see and understand

their data.



It was invented at Stanford University

• Chris Stolte – PhD candidate researching visualisation techniques

• Prof. Pat Hanrahan – the mind behind

• Christian Chabot – data analyst and Stanford entrepreneurship 
major 



What does Tableau do?



Who is using Tableau?



What does Tableau do?

Let’s take a closer look at how 
dataviz can help (with some real 
data)...



Have a go..

T

Your turn



Visual Analytic Principles

Some key points to consider..



Visual Analytic Principles

Framing - what do you want to show?



Iraq: Deaths on the decline

http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html

http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html
http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html
http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html
http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html


http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html

http://graphics-info.blogspot.hk/2012/09/malofiej-20-look-at-our-participation.html


Visual Analytic Principles

Things to avoid!!



Things to avoid...

T W.T.F(ox) Vizzes!

193%!!



Things to avoid...

TW.T.F(ox) Vizzes! cont’d

https://www.dmagazine.com/frontburner/2020/05/dmn-publishes-dangerously-
misleading-covid-graph/

https://venngage.com/blog/misleading-graphs/ 178%!!

https://www.dmagazine.com/frontburner/2020/05/dmn-publishes-dangerously-misleading-covid-graph/
https://www.dmagazine.com/frontburner/2020/05/dmn-publishes-dangerously-misleading-covid-graph/
https://venngage.com/blog/misleading-graphs/


More things to avoid...

T



Remember….. Cognitive load..

T



Remember….. Cognitive load..

TToo much granularity...



Room to ‘breathe’

T



Learning resources...

● Tableau training videos: https://www.tableau.com/learn/training

● Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/theinformationlab

● The Data School Blog: https://www.thedataschool.co.uk/blog/

● Stephen Few: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-
keywords=stephen+few

● Makeover Monday: http://www.makeovermonday.co.uk/

● Tableau Public: https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/

https://www.tableau.com/learn/training
https://www.youtube.com/user/theinformationlab
https://www.thedataschool.co.uk/blog/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=stephen+few
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=stephen+few
http://www.makeovermonday.co.uk/
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/


Free Tableau licences for students & academics

https://www.tableau.com/en-gb/academic/students

https://www.tableau.com/academic/teaching

Valid for 1 year from registration, renewable if you are still in education after expiry. Over 700,000 
student downloads worldwide!

https://www.tableau.com/en-gb/academic/students
https://www.tableau.com/academic/teaching


A shortage of skills in data analytics..



You don’t need to take my word for it..





What can we offer?

● 4 months of fully-paid training, learning from the best in the world
● £30k first year, £35k p.a for the remaining time
● 4 x 6-month consulting placements
● Professional certifications in Tableau and Alteryx
● Exposure as a consultant to some incredible companies
● Amazing career prospects in an in-demand area
● Opportunity to travel
● Fun working environment
● Laptop & mobile phone
● Pension
● Year-round recruiting



Check out our website

https://www.thedataschool.co.uk/

https://www.thedataschool.co.uk/


Come and meet us

bit.ly/DSMeetAndGreetJune

       4th June 6-9pm



What’s it all about?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXPFJTP6V2g


Some of our Clients


