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A modular, innovative, distance-learning
programme for the busy practitioner
++ Modular
++ Flexible
++ Patient-centred
++ Distance-learning
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The MSc in Dental Implantology,
with associated Postgraduate Certificate
and Diploma levels, offers a part-time
modular postgraduate qualification in
dental implantology.
The course has been designed for practitioners wishing to
gain theoretical knowledge and practical clinical experience
in the treatment planning, surgical placement, restoration
and maintenance of dental implants.

Why Bristol?
The School of Oral and Dental Sciences at the
University of Bristol is one of the top dental schools
in the UK. We attract very high calibre applicants to
our programmes on an annual basis and provide a
stunning experience for the postgraduate student.
• Our courses are delivered by skilled and experienced
academics, researchers and clinicians.
• Our facilities for research and teaching, such as the
clinical skills laboratory and the new e-learning facility,
are outstanding.
• Our teaching and clinical spaces are all furnished with
the latest resources and equipment.
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Partnering with the University Hospitals Bristol NHS
Foundation Trust, the school is part of both Bristol Dental
Hospital and the new South Bristol Community Hospital,
providing specialist and routine clinical dental services to
people in the South West.

Why study the MSc
in Dental Implantology?
Dental implantology is a rapidly growing area of
clinical dental care. The carefully planned and ethical
use of dental implant supported prostheses can
dramatically enhance the quality of life for dental
patients who have suffered tooth loss. The General
Dental Council (GDC) has also published training
guidelines for dentists who place and restore dental
implants within their document ‘Training Standards
in Implant Dentistry for General Practitioners’.
The aim of the modular MSc programme is to produce
caring, knowledgeable and skilful practitioners competent in
the provision of the surgical and restorative aspects of simple
dental implant treatment within the limits of their own ability.
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The programme
Participants on the programme will gain experience
in the planning, placement and restoration of dental
implants within a closely supervised environment
and in accordance with the GDC’s training standards.
The provision of dental implants is always discussed
within the context of the individual patient’s needs.
Lecturing and mentoring on the programme is delivered
by experienced practitioners in restorative dentistry,
implantology and oral and maxillofacial surgery.
The modular programme is divided into three sections
totalling 180 credit points. Year one has five theoretical and
practical modules delivered over six study days held during
the year at the University of Bristol, as well as distancelearning material and self-directed study. Participants also
attend clinical practice placements at the Bristol Dental
Hospital, Bristol Royal Infirmary and The Dental Implant
Clinic in Bath.
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During the clinical practice placements, participants will
diagnose, treatment plan and carry out implant placement
under supervision in pre-selected patients. Following the
completion of year one, candidates can either exit the
programme at certificate level or proceed to year two.
Year two has a further five modules delivered over six
study days, distance-learning material, self-directed and
work-based study. Upon successful completion of years
one and two, candidates may either exit the programme
at the postgraduate diploma level or proceed to year three.
After a further year, a taught Master’s degree will be awarded
on the successful completion of a dissertation.
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Year one
Biomaterials, biomedical science and biomechanics
Patient assessment and treatment planning 1

Clinical practice
attachment

Implant surgery 1
Bone augmentation and grafting 1
Prosthodontics 1

Exit point – Award of Certificate in Dental Implantology

Year two
Treatment planning 2
Implant surgery 2

Clinical practice
attachment

Prosthodontics 2
Teams and marketing
Advanced techniques

Exit point – Award of Diploma in Dental Implantology

Year three
Research dissertation
Exit point – Award of MSc in Dental Implantology
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The course commences annually in October.
Study days are held on specified days spread
throughout the year.
Course topics include:
• Biomaterials, biomechanics
• Relevant biomedical science
• Critical appraisal of research evidence
• Implant stability measurement
• Patient assessment
• Restorative treatment planning
• Bone preservation
• Bone augmentation
• Hard and soft tissue grafting
• Occlusion
• Surgical implant placement
• Clinical restorative techniques
• Laboratory techniques
• CT guided surgery
• Sinus manipulation
• Implant maintenance
• Audit
• Implant team development
• Research methods and statistics
• Interdisciplinary treatment
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Course tutors
The programme is delivered by a wide range of
experienced clinicians, including registered specialists in
restorative dentistry, maxillofacial surgery, surgical dentistry
and the restorative monospecialities.

Tutors
Mr Chris Bell
Honorary Clinical Lecturer and Associate Specialist in Oral Surgery
Dr Nicholas Claydon
Specialist in Periodontology
Mr Ceri Hughes
Consultant Oral and Maxillofacial/Head and Neck Surgeon
Dr Sam Leary
Senior Lecturer in Statistics
Mr Tim Harris
BDS, MFDS, RCS, MSc
Mr Andrew Barber
Consultant in Restorative Dentistry, Cambridge University Hospital
Professor Alice Roberts
Professor of Public Engagement in Science, University of Birmingham
Mr Colin McGuirk
BDS, MSc, MClinDent
Professor Steve Thomas
Professor in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Professor Nicola West
Professor in Restorative Dentistry
Mr Paul Wilson
Specialist in Restorative Dentistry
Mr Yeow-Chong Lim
Specialist Periodontist
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Programme director
Jonathon Schofield is Clinical Senior Lecturer
in Dental Implantology.
His experience lies in the clinical placement and restoration
of dental implants, having placed in excess of 3,500
implants over the last 15 years. His particular interests are
implants in the aesthetic zone and peri implant infections.
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“The MSc in Dental Implantology
is well and truly making its mark
in dental circles on a domestic
and international stage. I found
it to be an extremely professional
programme combining both
evidence-based clinical and
theoretical approaches to implant
dentistry in a harmonious and
synergistic manner.”
		Elliot Ballantyne,
BA Mod Physiology,
BA, BDentSc, MFD RCSI, MSc
MSc in Dental Implantology 2014
Dental Practitioner, Athlone, Ireland

For further information please contact
the programme coordinator
Kate Badger
School of Oral and Dental Sciences
University of Bristol
Lower Maudlin Street
Bristol, BS1 2LY

Apply by 31 July
bristol.ac.uk/study/postgraduate

Tel: +44 (0)117 342 4439
Fax: +44 (0)117 342 2601
Email: dentimplant-office@bristol.ac.uk
For further information and to apply online,
go to the postgraduate study website
bristol.ac.uk/study/postgraduate
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Lecturers may change due to personal commitments. We reserve the right to make changes to
the programme due to lecturer, facility and patient availability. This course is subject to validation.
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