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What is TUNDRA?
An area-based classification which uses 

tracking of pupils from state-funded 

mainstream schools in England to 

calculate young participation. 



• Local areas in England classified into 

five equal groups (quintiles) based on 

young participation rates

• Quintile 1 – lowest participation

• Quintile 5 – highest participation

• This means young participation rates 

for different areas across England can 

be compared with each other, but it 

does not identify individuals’ likelihood 

of participating in higher education

Key features



Some Choices
Why only students in state-funded mainstream 

schools?

• State-funded intervention programmes typically 

target students in state-funded schools;

• Special schools, PRUs etc. are different - have 

wider catchments, low young participation, 

students get lost in an overall classification ; 

• Uses the same definition as DfE  - easier to “tell 

a story” by combining data; 



Some Choices (2)
How small can the areas be?

• Random fluctuations noticeable in small 

populations, but suppressing data makes the 

classification less usable;

• MSOAs – suppress if less than 50 population. 

Stable, slow-moving;

• LSOAs - suppress if less than 30 population 

(more volatile, needs updating regularly);

• Combine 5 years of data – like a moving 

average.



Uses and difference from POLAR4

• Outreach and identifying 

areas of low young 

participation

• POLAR4 will no longer be 

updated (but we will continue 

to publish postcodes 

added/removed)

• TUNDRA can be used with 

POLAR4 but does not replace 

it as it is a different measure



How is TUNDRA 

calculated?



• Individualised data from 

National Pupil Database (NPD)

• Cohorts of key stage 4 pupils 

(aged 16) in 2012-2016

• State-funded mainstream 

school in England

• Home postcode in England

• On the national roll

Population, Data Source, and Tracking

• University data from Higher 

education statistics agency 

(HESA) and HESA Alternative 

Provider (HESA AP) student 

records

• College data from the 

individualised learner record 

(ILR)

• If these students were found 2-

3 years later (aged 18-19) then 

they are HE participants

NumeratorDenominator



• The number of young participants is divided by the number of total KS4 pupils 

(who fit the criteria) in each local area in England to obtain the young participation 

rate

• Each local area is defined by a statistical geography where boundaries were 

created in a way that means each area contains similar characteristics

• MSOA (Middle-layer Super Output Area)

• LSOA (Lower-layer Super Output Area)

• The areas are ranked in order of their young participation rate, from lowest to 

highest, and segregated into approximately equal quintiles (in terms of population)

Participation Rates and Quintiles
for each area



• https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/

Visualisation

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/


• https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/

Visualisation (Postcode look-up)

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/


• https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/

Visualisation (Maps)

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/


• Consulted on new approach to Uni Connect during Dec 2020 and Jan 2021 for 

approach to be used during 2021-22 to 2024-25

• Uni Connect is an outreach programme

• One of the results from this is that we will look into a school based measure 

instead of area based

• Hoping for more practical targeting and outreach

Other measures we are looking into



Any Questions?

Ask us now or contact us at

official.statistics@officeforstudents.org.uk



Thank you for listening
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