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INTRODUCTION

The notion that there can be 4 theory of measurement in fields such as
education or psychology, is both seductive and elusive. Seductive because it
conveys the promise of high scientific status, and elusive because it has so far
defied achievement. The present paper examines how psychometric test models
based on certain assumptions have come to be used by many practitioners
counter-productively and in ways which severely limit the kinds of conclusions

which can be drawn.

One does not have to look very far to find claims that a particular
saatistical model or class of models provides a form of “objective measurement”
or constitutes 2 “theory” of testing; and those claims are not restricted to the

purely technical properties of the models, but also carry a substantive message.

The dubious credit for the first serious introduction of the notion of
mental traits surely must go to the Galton. It was he who supposed, by analogy
with anthropometrical measurements, that there were dimensions of the mind;
that there was something called intelligence which was supposed to be normally
distributed amongst the population. Much of twentieth century psychometrics
has been devoted to elaborating this proposition by developing statistical
techniques for ever more complex modelling of supposed mental structures.

Item response modelling is merely the most recent example of such activiry.
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