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University of Bristol
Carol Service
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Thank You Everyone
		We are thankful that a diverse range of staff and students
			
have offered their time and skills to help prepare this service.
			
Readers of bible passages and poems are named in this booklet.
			
Details of the different music groups represented in this service
			are listed below:

MUSIC:		 University Madrigal Ensemble, led by Benedict Dimond and Annie Garry
			

			
University Chamber Choir, led by Annie Garry
			
			University Singers, led by Elinor Cooper
			Details of each of these groups can be found at:
			

Choral and vocal groups | Department of Music | University of Bristol

			
			
The Bristol Suspensions, led by Robbie Armstrong
			The Bristol Suspensions @ Bristol SU
			Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Choir, led by Emma Smallwood
			bristol.ac.uk/inclusion/staff-networks/edi-choir/
			(video by Var Smallwoodc | membership open to all students and staff)

			

Bristol University Gospel Choir, led by Jemima Asinwo

			Bristol University Gospel Choir @ Bristol SU

READERS:		
			
			
			
			
			
			

Maria Hancock, Undergraduate Student			
Michael Malay, Lecturer in English Literature
Lucinda Parr, Registrar and University Secretary
Rokas Buciunas, Global Lounge Operations Coordinator
Ashlynn Blackwell, Postgraduate Student
Priya Koria, Undergraduate Student
Jacqueline Conradie-Faul, International Student Chaplain

ARTWORK:		
			
			
			
			

Paul Gauguin
Jacqueline Conradie-Faul
Pieter Bruegel
Albert Herbert
James Tissot

MONTAGE:		

Students, Staff, Alumni and Friends from our University Community

			

jacqueline conradie-faul, light breaks through 2017

Welcome
		
Revd Mike Peat
			Free Church Chaplain
			Welcome

to this year’s University of Bristol Carol Service, organised by
members of the Multifaith Chaplaincy Team.

			

Our aim has been to make this service widely accessible, bringing students
and staff together from across the university community despite the
constraints of the pandemic. It is intended to be a shared celebration of
Advent and Christmas, and an opportunity to reflect on life, drawing on
the themes of these festivals.

			We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year!
			The Multifaith Chaplaincy Team is based at:
The Multifaith Chaplaincy Centre
			1 Woodland Road
			0117 954 6600
			www.bristol.ac.uk/multifaith-chaplaincy
We look forward to seeing students and staff at the Centre again, once
changes to pandemic restrictions allow us to reopen. Until the Chaplaincy centre can
reopen, we are offering a weekly timetable of virtual events for you to get involved in.
Please see our website for details of other events and activities.

MUSIC:		 O Come all ye Faithful
			performed by University Madrigal Ensemble
			O come all ye faithful,
			joyful and triumphant,
			
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem
			
come and behold him,
			
born the king of angels:
			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			Christ the Lord.
			
			
			

See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks draw nigh with lowly fear.
We too will thither, bend our joyful footsteps:

			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			Christ the Lord.
Lo, star-led chieftains,
			Magi Christ adoring,
offer him incense, gold and myrrh;
			
we to the Christ-child
bring our heart’s oblation:
			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			Christ the Lord.
			
			

Sing, Choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing all ye citizens of heaven above;
‘Glory to God, in the highest’:

			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			
O come, let us adore him,
			Christ the Lord.
			Latin, 18th cent. Possible John F. Wade (c. 1711 – 86)
			
tr. Frederick Oakley (1802 – 80) altd.

pieter bruegel the elder, census at bethlehem 1566

READING:		
			

Matthew 1 verses 18 – 25
read by Maria Hancock (Undergraduate Student)

			
			
			
			
			

The birth of Jesus the Anointed took place as follows: While his mother
Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they slept together, she was
found to be pregnant by the holy spirit. Since Joseph her husband was a
good man and did not wish to expose her publicly, he planned to break off
their engagement quietly.

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

While he was thinking about these things, a messenger of the Lord
surprised him in a dream with these words: ‘Joseph, descendant of David,
don’t hesitate to take Mary as your wife, since the holy spirit is responsible
for her pregnancy. She will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus.
This means “he will save his people from their sins.”’ Joseph got up and
did what the messenger of the Lord told him: he took Mary as his wife. He
did not sleep with her until she had given birth to a son. Joseph named 		
him Jesus. (Scholars Version)

albert herbert, epiphany 1962

(from the Methodist Modern Art Collection © TMCP,
used with permission. www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection)

POEM:		 Snow
			
read by Michael Malay (Lecturer in English Literature)
			
			
			
			
			
			

The room was suddenly rich and the great bay-window was
Spawning snow and pink roses against it
Soundlessly collateral and incompatible:
World is suddener than we fancy it.
World is crazier and more of it than we think,
Incorrigibly plural. I peel and portion
A tangerine and spit the pips and feel
The drunkenness of things being various.

And the fire flames with a bubbling sound for world
			
Is more spiteful and gay than one supposes—
			
On the tongue on the eyes on the ears in the palms of one’s
			
hands—There is more than glass between the snow and
			the huge roses. (Louis MacNeice, from Poems (1935)

			henry ossawa tanner,
			angels appearing before the shepherds 1910

MUSIC:		 Silent Night
			
performed by Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Choir
			Silent night, holy night:
			
all is calm, all is bright,
			
round yon virgin, mother and child,
			
holy infant, so tender and mild.
			
Sleep in heavenly peace,
			
sleep in heavenly peace.
			
			
			
			
			
			

Silent night, holy night:
shepherds wake at the sight.
Glory stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing hallelujah,
Christ the saviour is born,
Christ the saviour is born.

			
			
			
			
			
			

Silent night, holy night:
Son of God, love’s pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

			Joseph Mohr (1792 – 1848)
			

tr. Stopford A. Brooke (1832 – 1916) altd.

			johann heinrich vogeler,
			the annunciation to the shepherds 1902

READING:		
			

Luke 2 verses 8 – 20
read by Lucinda Parr (Registrar and University Secretary)
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favours!” When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

			(New Revised Standard Version)

POEM:		 Streetwonders
read by Rokas Buciunas (Global Lounge Operations Coordinator)
Small fortitudes may sometimes
mend holes in a day, help make it
seem golden. Those who do this may pick out
lost music in some small street noise
or may see the dance of summer shadows
over last year’s fallen leaves.
On such a day we find
lost keys, and missing friends
appear. (Peter Williamson)
WHAT		Revd Mike Peat
CHRISTMAS		
Free Church Chaplain
MEANS TO US:
			Small fortitudes can be found in
the thoughts of other people,
and to that end we invited staff, students,
alumni and friends to share their thoughts
about what Christmas means to them this year.
A montage of photos speaks of what was shared!
								
MUSIC:		 Love Came Down
words by Christina Rossetti, music by Richard Lloyd
performed by University Madrigal Emsemble
READING:		

Matthew 2 verses 1-2, 9-12
read by Ashlynn Blackwell (Postgraduate Student)
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage.’
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
worshipped him. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And, having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road. (New Revised Standard Version)

james tissot, ‘les rois mages en voyage’ (the magi journeying) 1886-94

MUSIC:		 Lully, Lulla, Lullay (Conventry Carol)
			
music by Philip Stopford,
			
performed by University Chamber Choir
			
REMEMBERING
AND GIVING
THANKS:

Revd Mike Peat
Free Church Chaplain

MUSIC:		 In the Bleak Midwinter
			
performed by University Singers
			In the bleak midwinter
			
frosty wind made moan,
			
earth stood hard as iron,
			
water like a stone:
			
snow had fallen, snow on snow,
			snow on snow,
			
in the bleak midwinter,
			long ago.
			
Our God, heaven cannot hold him,
			nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away
			
when he comes to reign.
			
In the bleak midwinter
a stable place sufficed
			
the Lord God almighty,
			Jesus Christ.
			
What can I give him, poor as I am?
			
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb.
			
If I were a wise man I would do my part;
			
yet what I can I give him
			give my heart.
			Words by Christina Rossetti (1830 - 94)
			
Music by Gustav Holst (1874 - 1934)

jacqueline conradie-faul, red is the night
2017

POEM:				The Year’s Midnight
			
		
read by Priya Koria (Undergraduate Student)
The flown, the fallen,
the golden ones,
the deciduous dead, all gone
to ground, to dust, to sand,
borne on the shoulders of the wind.
Listen! They are whispering
now while the world talks,
and the ice melts,
and the seas rise,
Look at the trees!
Every leaf-scar is a bud
expecting a future.
The earth speaks in parables.
The burning bush. The rainbow.
Promises, Promises
					(Gillian Clarke, from Ice, 2012)

jacqueline conradie-faul, hope 2017

READING:		
John 1 verses 1 - 4, 10 and 14
			read by Jacqueline Conradie-Faul (Interntional Student Chaplain)
			
In the beginning there was the divine word and wisdom.
			
The divine word and wisdom was there with God.
			
And it was what God was.
			
It was there with God from the beginning.
			
Everything came to be by means of it;
			
Nothing that exists came to be without its agency.
			
In it was life, and this life was the light of humanity.
			
Although it was in the world,
			
And the world came about through its agency,
			
The world did not recognize it.
			
The divine word and wisdom became human
			
And made itself at home among us.
			(Scholars Version)

MUSIC:		 Noel
music by Chris Tomlin ft. Lauren Daigle,
			
performed by members of Bristol University Gospel Choir
BLESSING		
Revd Mike Peat
			Free Church Chaplain
MUSIC:		 Merry Christmas Everyone
			
music by Bob Heatlie
			
performed by The Bristol Suspensions				

Merry Christmas Everyone

