MA in Film and Television Production
Basic Reading List

There are many books on the art and technique of film making, and many more on the people and stories of the movie and TV business. This list is a very small beginning, designed to cover some of the books you should read. It ranges from “how to” advice, to technical manuals, to considerations of history and style, to inside stories of the business. None of the books here  is  more important than the readings you will encounter in Screen Narratives and Forms. Nor are these books more important for you, as film-makers, than the fiction and non-fiction that shapes your sense of taste and your understanding of life. 

Alberstadt, Philip (2004) The insider’s guide to film finance (Focal Press)
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Almendros, Nestor 1986 Man with a Camera (Farrar, Straus and Giroux) 
Bailey, Cameron (2010) Take 100: the future of film: 100 new Directors (Phaidon) 

Beauchamp, Robin.(2005) Designing sound for animation (Focal Press)

Bergman, Ingmar (1989) The Magic Lantern (Penguin)

Bernard, Ian (1998) Film and Television Acting Focal Press 

Bernstein, Steven (1994) Film Production (Focal Press) 

Bordwell, David., & Thompson, Kristin (2000) Film Art (McGraw-Hill),

Brown, Blain Cinematography, Theory and Practice (Focal Press) 

Brown, Blain (2008) Motion picture and video lighting  2nd ed.  Focal Press, 
Brownlow, Kevin (1989) The Parade's Gone By (Columbus)

Cousins,  Mark and MacDonald, Kevin (1998) Imagining Reality: The Faber book of Documentary  (Faber) 

Dancyger, Ken (1997) Technique of Film and Video Editing  (Focal Press) 

Dancyger, Ken and Cooper, Pat (1997) Writing the Short Film  (Focal Press) 

Davies, Harcourt, Howlett and Moskovic (1986) The Independent Producer: Film and Television (Faber)

Dmytryk, Edward (1984) On Film Editing: An Introduction to the Art of Film Construction (Focal Press)

Dmytryk, Edward (1988) Cinema: concept and practice (Focal Press)

Durie, John; Pham, Annika; Watson, Neil (2000) Marketing and Selling Your Film Around the Word: A Guide for Independent Filmmakers (Silman-James Press)

Eberts, Jake & Ilott, Terry (1990) My Indecision is Final: The Rise and Fall of Goldcrest Films (Faber & Faber)

Elkin David The Camera Assistant's manual (Focal Press)

Epstein, Edward Jay (2006)  The Big Picture - Money and Power in Hollywood (Random House)

Erickson, Gunnar; Tulchin, Harris; Halloran, Mark (2002) The Independent Film Producer’s Survival Guide: A Business and Legal Sourcebook (Schirmer Trade Books)  
Ettedgui, Peter (1998) Cinematography  (RotoVision)

Gates, Richard (1992)  Production Management for Film and Video (Focal Press)

Gibbs, Tony (2007) The fundamentals of sonic art & sound design (AVA Academia)

Goldman, William (1991) Adventures in the Screen Trade: A Personal View of Hollywood and Screen Writing (Futura)

Goodall, Gregory (1998) Independent Feature Film Production. (St Martin’s Griffin)

Herman, Edward  and McChesney, Robert (1997) The Global Media (Cassell) 

Hill, John and  Gibson, Pamela (eds.) (1998) The Oxford Guide to Film Studies (OUP) 

Honthaner, Eve Light (2001) The Complete Film Production Handbook (Focal Press)

Huston, John (1989) An Open Book (Lively Arts)

Joliffe, Genevieve., & Jones, Chris (2000)  The Guerrilla Film Makers Handbook (Continuum) 

Katz, Steven D (1990) Film Directing Shot by Shot (Michael Wiese Productions) 

Kramer, Peter, and Lovell, Alan (1999) Screen Acting (Routledge) 

Lapsley, Robert and Westlake, Michael (1988)  Film theory : an introduction (Manchester UP)

Lee, John J. Jr. (2000) The Producer’s Business Handbook (Focal Press)

Levison, Louise (2004) Filmmakers and Financing: Business Plans for Independents (Elsevier)

Leyda, Jay (1977) Film Makers Speak  (Da Capo)

LoBrutto, Vincent., & Wise, Robert (1991) Selected Takes – Film Editors on Editing (Praegar Publishers) 

Lukk, Thiu (1997) Movie Marketing - opening the picture and giving it legs (Silman-James) 

MacKendrick, Alexander (2004) On film-making : an introduction to the craft of the director (Faber)

Maeder, Edward (et al) (1987) Hollywood and history: costume design in film (Thames and Hudson)

 Malkiewicz, Kris (1986) Film lighting: talks with Hollywood's cinematographers and gaffers ( Simon & Schuster)

Mast, Gerald and Cohen, Marshall (1985) Film Theory and Criticism (Oxford) 

Mattelart, Armand (2003) The information society :an introduction (Sage)

Mattelart, Armand (1979) Multinational corporations and the control of culture :the ideological apparatuses of imperialism (Harvester)

McCracken, Richard & Gilbart, Madeline (1995) Buying and Clearing Rights: Print, Broadcast and Multimedia (Chapman & Hall)

 McKee, Robert, 1998 Story: substance, structure, style and the principles of screenwriting (Methuen)

Miller, Philip (1998) Media Law for Producers, 3rd edn. (Focal Press)

Millerson, Gerald (1989) TV Scenic Design Handbook (Focal Press)

Millerson, Gerald (1992) The Video Production Handbook  (Focal Press) 

Murch, Walter  2001 In the Blink of an Eye  (Silman James Press)

O’Brien Mary Ellen (1983) Film Acting: the Techniques and History of Acting for the Camera (Arco Publishing) 

Oldham, Gabriella (1992) First Cut – Conversations with Film Editors (University of California Press 

Potter, Cherry (1992) Image, Sound, Story: the art of telling in Film (Secker and Warburg)
Powell, Michael (1992) A Life in Movies (Mandarin)

Powell, Michael (1993) Million Dollar Movie (Mandarin)

Rabiger, Michael (1997) Directing the Documentary  (Focal Press) 

Rabiger, Michael (2003) Directing: Film Techniques and Aesthetics  (Focal Press) Squire, Jason E. (Ed.) (1983) The Movie Business Book (Columbus Books)

 Reisz, Karel, and Millar, Gavin (1996)The technique of film editing  2nd enl. ed..  ( Focal)
 Rhode, Eric (1976) A history of the cinema :from its origins to 1970 (Allen Lane)

Rosenblum, Mort (1993) Who Stole the News? (Wiley) 

Rosenblum, Ralph (1980) When the Shooting Stops…the Cutting Begins (Penguin) 

Rumsey, Francis and McCormick, Tim (1996) Sound & Recording 2ed. (Focal Press)

Schaefer, Dennis (1984) Masters of light: conversations with contemporary cinematographers (University of California Press)

Simon, Deke and Wiese, Michael (1995) Film and Video Budgets (MW)

Sonnenschein, David (2000) Sound design: the expressive power of music, voice, and sound effects in cinema (Michael Wiese Productions

Storaro, Vittorio (2002)  Scrivere con la luce =Writing with light.Pt.2 I colori = Colors ( Electa) 
 Storaro, Vittorio (2003) Scrivere con la luce =Writing with light.Pt.1La luce = The light  ( Aperture)
Tarkovsky, Andrei  (1989) Sculpting in Time  (new edition – University of Texas Press)

Tashiro, C. S. (1998) Pretty pictures: production design and the history film (University of Texas Press) 

Truffaut, Franco̧is (1968) Hitchcock (Secker and Warburg)

Tucker, Patrick (1993) Secrets of Screen Acting (Routledge)

Vogler, Christopher (1999) The Writer's Journey - Mythic Structure for storytellers and screenwriters (Pan)

Ward, Peter Picture Composition (Focal Press) 

Welsh, Tom & Greenwood, Walter (1995) McNae’s Essential Law for Journalists, 13th edn. (Butterworths)

Weston, Judith Directing Actors: Creating memorable Performances for Film and Television 

Wheeler Leslie J. (1969) Principles of cinematography Focal Press. Everything you need to know about chemistry, physics, and practice of cinematography (Focal Press) 
Wheeler,  Paul Digital Cinematography  (Focal Press)

Wheeler, Paul Practical Cinematography (Focal Press)
 White, Paul (2003) Creative recording.[Part 2] Microphones, acoustics, soundproofing and monitoring (Sanctuary) 
Wiese, Michael (1988) The Independent Film and Videomaker's Guide, Second Edition  (Wiese)

 Wishart, Trevor (1994) Audible design: a plain and easy introduction to practical sound composition (Orpheus the Pantomime) 
