Lithium Battery Guidance for Student Accommodation
Domestic use
This guidance covers routine everyday domestic lithium battery usage. For example, batteries used in:
· mobile phones
· portable chargers
· laptop batteries
· e-cigarettes
· vaping items.
Users of lithium batteries must be sure they know the relevant manufacturers' guidance and instructions. You must follow this at all times. This will include:
· storing lithium batteries in a cool dry environment
· keeping lithium batteries away from heat sources such as fires and heaters,
· keeping lithium batteries out of the reach of children.
Buying lithium batteries
You should only buy lithium batteries from trusted retailers. Items should meet British, or European standards and carry CE or UKCA marking.
You should register your product with the manufacturer to validate any warranties. Batteries are usually included in these warranties. Registering makes it easier for manufacturers to contact you in the event of safety or if there is a common fault requiring a recall.
Maintenance and disposal
You should include lithium batteries in local Portable Appliance Testing requirements along with regular visual inspections. 
You should dispose of lithium batteries responsibly, never put them in waste bins.
You can find your nearest battery recycling point by using this map. 
Over 1,200 battery fires in bin lorries and waste sites across the UK in last year. You can read more about this on the National Fire Chief Council’s website.
You must never place lithium batteries in internal battery bins (tubes). 
Further information
Watch this video for key safety considerations for domestic use of lithium batteries. Important things to remember are:
· the size of a lithium battery impacts the risk
· lithium battery fires can release jets of flame and toxic gases
· you should not charge lithium batteries on, or close to flammable materials
· you should never charge lithium batteries in corridors or fire escape routes
· it is safest to charge lithium batteries with supervision
· this means you should avoid charging batteries while sleeping
· any space where you charge lithium batteries must have a working smoke alarm and fire door
· you should never store or charge lithium batteries in environments such as:
· direct sunlight
· very hot environments
· damp environments
· you should not use damaged or swollen batteries and dispose of them responsibly.
