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Threshold effects and non-linearities are increasingly recognized to be present in the development process, and in the effects of policy on development. Traditionally, threshold effects were present in discussions of "stages of growth" or "the big push" and non-linearity was definitionally present in the Kuznets "inverse-U hypothesis." More recently, however, questions have been raised about the presumed linearity of many of the effects identified in growth regressions. Do reductions in the fiscal deficit go on producing the same growth effects at ever lower levels of deficit? What is the difference in the marginal benefit from inflation reduction at higher and lower levels of inflation? What is the return to further reduction in tariff levels below 10%? What is the interaction effect between aid and good policies, and is this effect different at different levels of aid and in different policy regimes? Questions such as these suggest the presence of non-linearities in the development process and in development policy.

Threshold effects are severe non-linearities that may well lead to discontinuities. In sectors and contexts where network effects and agglomeration externalities are large, there may well be threshold effects. Is there a minimum level of "security" (physical or legal) needed before investment can start to flow at all? Does the same hold for “institutional quality” more generally? How important are infrastructure complementarities? Do countries at different stages of development have different
ability to buffer shocks, and does this lead to threshold effects? What about complementarities in the social sectors? In the health sector, where information about health practices is central, does information spread follow an "S-curve" (suggesting a minimum level of investment in information flow before the process takes off by itself)?

These and other questions indicate the potential importance of threshold effects and non-linearities in all aspects of the development process. The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and Cornell University are jointly sponsoring a conference to launch a systematic and comprehensive investigation of these phenomena. The conference organizers are Ravi Kanbur (Cornell) and Xiaobo Zhang (IFPRI).
The conference will be held in Washington, DC in mid-May, 2005. It will feature invited keynote papers, as well as papers submitted in response to this Call for Papers.
Keynote papers will be delivered by the following:

Daron Acemoglu (MIT), 
Timothy Besley and Robin Burgess (LSE)

David Canning (Harvard)

Bradford DeLong (UC Berkeley) 
Steven Durlauf (Wisconsin)
William Easterly (NYU)

Michael Kremer (Harvard)
The organizers now invite submissions of completed papers or substantial abstracts (3-5 pages) through this general Call for Papers. 
The submissions should be sent electronically to Xiaobo Zhang (x.zhang@cgiar.org). 
The deadline for submissions is November 30, 2004.

Decisions will be communicated by January 15, 2005. Final versions of the selected papers will need to be delivered to the organizers by April 1, 2005.

The conference will provide for travel and accommodation for ONE presenter per paper selected.
Papers presented at the conference will in turn be considered, with the authors’ agreement, for a high quality publication in a special issue of a journal or an academic press volume.
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