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In England, which group is the least likely to obtain good
GCSEs (5 Level 4+ grades at GCSEs) in 20257

A. Black boys on Free School Meals
B. Chinese girls not on Free School Meals
C. White British boys on Free School Meals
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White working class boys have | |
The research brief sug s that there are complex reasons behind the results. They may reflect
lowest GCSE Grades as improvements in urban schools — to which they have also contributed — which have been faster than in rural

and coastal areas over the past decade. Stronger family aspirations and cultural attitudes to learning are also
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dlsadvantaged BangladeShl, likely to play a part, as analysis has shown that parents’ desire foNheir children to continue in education

post-16 and willingness to be involved in schooling, both positively athect attainment. Some communities

African and Chinese pu pils alsc? benefittled from targeted funds — both from the state and their own v tary endeavour — to improve
show dramatically improved ™" \

results  Sutton Trust, 10 Nov 2025 Family aspirations

Targeted community funds and attitudes
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Why white, working-class children fail: The race
divide in English schools

Chinese and Indian students are excelling, and now black Africans, Pakistanis and Bangladeshis are
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'Crime, nothing to do, no opportunity': Why
white working-class boys are falling behind in
education
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White working-class children failed
by education system, says inquiry
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White British children most likely ethnicity to take no GCSE exams
for first time on record

The figures follow a year-long inquiry into the educational outcomes of white working-class children
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MATT GOODWIN It’s no wonder white
working class kids are doing badly at
school - politicians have all written them
off

Labour’s Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson has even recognised the scandal
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Are white working-class

Matt Goodwin

pupi[s being left behind? Published: 22:00, 21 Aug 2025 | Updated: 22:00, 21 Aug 2025
Education Secretary responds A
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P @Nigel Farage

White working-class boys are currently the lowest-performing group in
the country’s education system thanks to the Equality Act.

Reform will scrap it and return Britain to a meritocracy.

@Nigel_Farage,
X, 24 Jun 2026
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Research Questions

During secondary schooling, what is the intersectional inequalities
In:

1. student attainment and progress during secondary schooling
2. trajectories of student educational aspirations

Later, we want to know how do trajectories of student aspirations
account for differences in student attainment and progress



Method

* Focus: England
* Dataset: “Our Future” (LSYPE2)

* Nationally representative survey

* Longitudinal, 9 waves so far
* Track children who were aged 13/14 in 2013 annually until GCSE, then

every few years
* Comparing and fusing two methods: Intersectional MAIHDA and
latent class analysis



Intersectional MAIHDA

* Group students into intersectional subgroups
* E.g. Ethnicity x Sex x FSM

Mixed Other ESM

Asian
White Black Non FSM

Male

Each cubeis a
cluster in the
multilevel model

Vate

Image generated using ChatGPT, labels added manually



Latent Class Analysis (LCA)

* “Person-oriented” method to cluster individuals
* Use observable traits to uncover hidden, “latent” categories

Var 1

Var 2

Var 3

Var n

Cov 1 “e Cov z

Taken from Naldi and Cazzaniga (2020)

* Growth Mixture Modelling — latent classes for trajectories



Potential Impact

* Target funds to schools and communities more prone to suffer
from low aspirations and poor attitudes towards education

* Explore working with education charities and local non-profits to
disseminate my substantive findings on the underachievement of
working-class White boys
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