





LAUNCH OF THE TOWNSEND CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL POVERTY RESEARCH




















The Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research is being launched today.  This major multidisciplinary Research Centre has been established by the University of Bristol in response to the United Nations First International Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006) and in recognition of the work of Professor Peter Townsend.  The governments of the world have committed themselves, through the United Nations and the OECD, to the goal of eradicating poverty by the end of the 21st Century.  The University sector is supporting this goal by providing high quality interdisciplinary research into effective anti-poverty policies.





Professor Peter Townsend (Emeritus Professor of Social Policy at the University of Bristol and London School of Economics) said at the launch:





“Over the past five years the scientific community has helped to galvanize the governments of the World to commit themselves to eradicate poverty during the 21st Century.  The ending of poverty has been a hope and dream of humanity over the centuries and this goal is now affordable and achievable.  The academic community must do everything in its power to help bring this about”.





Professor Jonathan Bradshaw (Director of the Institute for Research in the Social Sciences, University of York), the UK’s leading expert on child poverty said at the launch:





“The British Government has committed itself to ending child poverty, for ever, over the next 20 years.  In the space of just one generation.  The academic community must rise to this challenge and provide the high quality research and policy advice that the government will need.  There is too little practical scientific research into ending child poverty and more must be done as a matter of urgency.”





Over fifty academics from ten departments in the Social Science and Medical Faculties at Bristol are involved in the Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research, which has the following aims:





The production of practical policies and solutions for the alleviation and eventual ending of world poverty.  This aim is consistent with current UK Government and United Nations policy.


Greater understanding of both the ‘scientific’ and ‘subjective’ measurement of poverty.


Investigation into the causes of poverty.


Analysis of the costs and consequences of poverty for individuals, families, communities and societies.


Research into theoretical and conceptual issues of definition and perceptions of poverty.


Wide dissemination of the policy implications of research into poverty.





The aim of the Centre is to place the implications of poverty in Britain in an international perspective.





The launch of the Poverty Centre coincides with a major two day conference funded by the Economic and Social Research Council on the Definition and Measurement of Poverty (conference programme attached).  A commemorative issue of Peter Townsend’s publications between 1948 and 2000 has been produced to mark this occasion (copy enclosed).














David Gordon is Director of the Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research at the University of Bristol and is the author of several recent studies of the measurement of poverty.  With Christina Pantazis, he edited “Breadline Britain in the 1990s,” 1997, Ashgate.





Further information: David Gordon Wk Tel: 0117 954 6755;


Fax 0117 954 6756;


e-mail dave.gordon@bristol.ac.uk


Home 0117 924 0344
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