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Welcome to the School of Humanities 
 
 
Welcome to the University of Bristol and a very warm welcome to 
the School of Humanities (known as HUMs). We are delighted that 
you will be joining us for the year, or more, as a Postgraduate 
Student. 
 
Whether you are taking a taught course, or embarking on a 
research degree, you are entering a vibrant and multi-faceted 
research environment. HUMs is committed to research excellence in 
all its forms: from individual scholarship of international calibre 
through collaborative projects of various kinds (many of them 
cross-disciplinary) to conferences, lectures, seminars and other 
events. And we are equally committed to communicating the results 
of that research both to our students (through taught programmes 
and in other ways) and to the wider public. 
 
This Handbook is designed to provide you with the information you 
require regarding the administration, teaching and structure of your 
programme. It should be used in conjunction with the Faculty of 
Arts Postgraduate Handbook. Throughout your studies here we will 
do all we can to ensure that you receive the best education we can 
provide. 
 
You are warmly invited to join in all our activities. In particular, you 
are actively encouraged to attend Department, School and Faculty 
seminars and other research events, and to take every opportunity 
to widen your intellectual horizons.  All information will be included 
in e-mail circulars, which makes it imperative that you check your 
University e-mail account, preferably every day. 
 
Take time to read carefully the information provided in this 
Handbook, and do not hesitate to ask for clarification on any 
matters. 
 
Most of all, work hard and enjoy your postgraduate studies with us 
in HUMs. 
 
 
Professor Roger Middleton 
Head, School of Humanities 

 4



Institutional Framework 
 

The University of Bristol 
 
Founded in the 1870s and granted its charter in 1909, the University is now well 
established as one of Europe’s leading research institutions with some 12,000 
students, of whom about 2,000 are postgraduates, and 1,000 are from overseas. The 
University has a wide range of academic schools and departments with a variety of 
specialist resources. 
 
Bristol is not a campus university but its main academic facilities are concentrated on 
one site near the centre of the city. It has excellent accommodation, medical and 
welfare services, and a Language Centre that provides specialised tuition in English 
and other languages for academic purposes. It also has good recreational facilities, 
including a recently built Sports Centre, and one of the country’s largest Students’ 
Unions, with a swimming pool among other facilities. The Students’ Union 
(http://www.ubu.org.uk/) sponsors a broad range of sports as well as a host of other 
activities. The University Offices, including the Student Finance Office, are in Senate 
House on Tyndall Avenue. 
 
 
The Faculty of Arts 
 
The Faculty of Arts consists of thirteen Departments organised into three Schools: 
Arts, Humanities (Classics & Ancient History, English, Historical Studies, and 
Theology & Religious Studies) and Modern Languages. The Departments are housed 
in villas along Woodland Road. The Faculty Office is in the basement of 3/5 
Woodland Road.  The ‘Faculty of Arts Postgraduate Handbook’ explains how the 
Faculty is run and its procedures and regulations with regard to graduate students. As 
a student in the Arts Faculty these rules and procedures apply to you, and it is 
therefore important that you know what they are.  
 
Another key source of information is the University’s Regulations and Code of 
Practice for Research Degree Programmes. You will be given a copy of this either 
when you first register. See http://www.bris.ac.uk/tsu/policy/cop-research-
degrees.html for further details and an online version. 
 
 

Department of Theology and Religious Studies  
 
A rigorous and critical understanding of religion is crucial to appreciating both 
Eastern and Western cultures, past and present. It is especially important within a 
multi-religious society such as the UK. The Department of Theology and Religious 
Studies has a tradition of intellectual innovation using all the available linguistic, 
historical, philosophical and theological methods, and is keen to explore the 
relationship between religion and society. We are thoroughly ecumenical, with 
agnostic, Buddhist, Catholic and Protestant teachers. 
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CENTRE FOR BUDDHIST STUDIES 
The University of Bristol Centre for Buddhist Studies is a research centre which aims 
to co-ordinate and promote academic Buddhist research in the Southwest of England. 
The university has an excellent collection of books on Buddhism, including the 
complete Buddhist canons in Pali, Chinese and Tibetan. There is also an extensive 
collection of Tibetan texts mainly on microfiche, particularly for the study of 
Madhyamaka thought. The University Library possesses the collection of the late 
Professor Edward Conze. An Edward Conze Memorial Prize is available annually for 
outstanding undergraduate or graduate performance.  
The Centre for Buddhist Studies encourages applications for postgraduate research 
places leading to the degrees of MLitt and PhD; and applications for a taught MA in 
Buddhist Studies. The Centre also has web pages at 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/THRS/. 
The directors of the Centre for Buddhist Studies are Rupert Gethin, John Kieschnick, 
Rita Langer and Paul Williams.  

 

CENTRE FOR CHRISTIANITY AND CULTURE 
The University of Bristol Centre for Christianity and Culture was founded in 2004. It 
is a research centre which aims to support, develop and lead research at an 
international level; to introduce new researchers to research methods and activity; to 
supervise research degrees, and to develop a community of scholarship and exchange, 
nationally and internationally.   
 
Executive Committee 
Professor Gavin D’Costa 
Dr Carolyn Muessig 
 
 
Members: University of Bristol, Department of Theology and Religious Studies 
Dr Jon Balserak 
Dr Jonathan Campbell 
Dr Jo Carruthers 
Dr Oliver Crisp 
Dr John Lyons 
Professor Paul Williams  
All current departmental postgraduate students working in the subject area. 
 
Main activities: 
 

• Yearly postgraduate conference with five participating institutions (Bath Spa 
University College, University of Exeter, University of Gloucestershire, 
Trinity College Bristol, Wesley College Bristol.) 

• Biennial international conference on an aspect of Christianity and Culture. 
• Research seminars during teaching blocks 1 & 2, every academic year 
• Running the MA in Reception of the Bible  
• To serve the local community through wider participation in the above events 

as well as developing links with local schools and other organisations 
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Please send any enquiries to:  
c.a.muessig@bristol.ac.uk and gavin.dcosta@bristol.ac.uk. 
 

 
Resources and Facilities 

 
The Graduate School of Arts and Humanities 
The Graduate School of Arts and Humanities is located in the newly refurbished villa 
at 7 Woodland Road. Designed as a dedicated space for postgraduate students and 
staff, the Graduate School provides teaching and seminar rooms, individual study 
space, computer and printing facilities and a large common-room for postgraduates to 
gather, relax and converse. The Graduate School will be a focal point for the 
postgraduate community in the Faculty of Arts at Bristol and will offer a postgraduate 
training programme as well as a variety of research seminars and events. 
 
The Library 
The Arts and Social Sciences Library has a stock of over a million books, and over 
6,000 periodicals.  Every year it adds about 25,000 books and bound periodicals to its 
shelves.  It is situated in Tyndall Avenue, just around the corner of Woodland Road. 
In term time, the Library is open for reading late at night and during the weekends. 
There is an up-to-date list of Library opening times on the main door of the Library 
and on the web at www.bristol.ac.uk/is/locations/branches/assl/. The main collection 
of books and bound back-numbers of periodicals is housed on three floors. Many 
reference books (encyclopaedias, dictionaries, bibliographies) are housed on the 
ground and first floors, but some are contained within individual subject sections on 
other floors. For the convenience of undergraduate and postgraduate students, books 
which are likely to be in permanent demand or which are needed for permanent 
reference are confined to the Library and may not be borrowed under any 
circumstances. These are clearly marked with a special book-plate, and with a red 
band on the spine. In addition, a number of books which are likely to be in frequent 
demand on courses are put on permanent Seven-Day Loan or in the temporary Short 
Loan Collection (SLC).  In the former case, the items may only be borrowed for one 
week; in the latter case, for a specified period, the items may only be borrowed 
overnight or for a few hours. The Library’s Electronic Catalogue will tell you what 
book’s status is. 
 
MetaLib: your resource gateway is the starting point for searching the library’s online 
catalogue of printed resources, online journals, databases, general internet links and a 
wealth of other useful resources. MetaLib is at www.metalib.bristol.ac.uk/
 
Your subject librarian is Emma Place (emma.place@bristol.ac.uk), who is happy to 
help and advise you with enquiries relating to library matters. She will also provide 
tours of the library for new students and training in information resources. 
 
Students should report to their supervisor(s) any difficulties that they have in 
obtaining books, and any suggestions which they might have for acquisitions of new 
material or of duplicate copies of existing stock. 
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Inter-Library Loans (ILL) and ILL Vouchers 

The Library has an Inter-Library Loan service to provide copies of books and articles 
that are not available in the University’s own collections. After ordering (using the 
Electronic Catalogue), it usually takes a week or two for an item to arrive. There is a 
charge for this service, so before collecting the item you should get a voucher from 
the Graduate School Office to settle the library’s charge. For further information 
about Inter-Library Loan vouchers, see the Graduate School webpages: 
www.bris.ac.uk/arts/gradschool.  It is sensible to consult your supervisor before 
placing an ILL request: he/she may have a copy of the book or article and may know 
whether or not it is relevant to your interests. More information can be found at 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/is/library/lending/interloans/.  
 
Besides the Bristol University Library, postgraduates and staff in CCC have 
authorised access to specialist collections at Wesley, Trinity, and Baptist Theological 
Colleges (Biblical, Methodist, Baptist, and Anglican specialist collections), and to 
Downside Abbey (monastic and medieval collections). CBS has a fully catalogued 
specialist collection of 600 volumes (Chinese, Tibetan and Pali texts) which has 
grown extensively from bequests and donations.  
 

 
Postgraduate Skills and Research Training 

 
 
English Language and Academic Writing Support 
 
If, in the course of your study, whether in writing or in seminar situations, you find 
that you have difficulty meeting the demands that postgraduate work makes on your 
writing or oral skills, do make this known to your MA coordinator. You also need to 
know that both international students and native speakers who need to improve their 
academic writing skills can benefit from the Arts Faculty Training Courses (especially 
the course ‘Academic Writing Skills’), which are designed especially for the needs of 
our graduate students. For international students whose first language is not English, 
the Language Centre offers appropriate taught language units (e.g. English for 
Academic Purposes). See www.bristol.ac.uk/languagecentre/ for information. Both 
undergraduate and postgraduate students can take advantage of course in writing 
skills offered by the Faculty: see http://www.bris.ac.uk/arts/skills/.   
 
 
Faculty of Arts Postgraduate Training Courses 
 
As a graduate student in the Faculty of Arts, you have the opportunity to benefit from 
a full programme of training courses designed to further the professional development 
of our postgraduate students. The programme usually includes courses focused on 
generic skills (e.g. Presentation Skills, IT, Word-Processing), on languages (German 
Reading, Latin), and so on. Information about the courses that are on offer, and about 
how to register for them, is given in the booklet entitled ‘Postgraduate Training 
Courses’. Postgraduate Research Students (MPhil, MLitt, PhD) may also enrol in the 
numerous courses organised by Staff Development, many of which are just as 
relevant to postgraduates as they are to staff. For full information, see 
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www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/SDev/learn.htm. There are also courses offered by other 
Universities which you can participate in, and courses which help you now and in 
your future career:  http://www.bris.ac.uk/postgraduates/#Skills_training for details.  
 
 
 

Research Seminars, Guest Lectures and Conferences 
 
Attending research events is an important and enriching part of academic life and 
academic learning. As a postgraduate student, you are expected to attend the 
Department’s seminars (see below), so that you can learn from cutting-edge research, 
meet scholars from Bristol and elsewhere, and join with other postgraduate students in 
discussion. You are also strongly urged to participate in other research events 
organised by the department (visiting lectures and conferences), and in the research 
activities organised by the School of Humanities and the Faculty.  
 
 
School of Humanities Research Seminars 

 
Please also note the four School of Humanities Seminars that will run on Tuesdays 
starting at 4.15. Venue: Link Rooms: 27 October 2009: School Seminar, Historical 
Studies; 24 November 2009: School Seminar, English; 2 February 2010: School 
Seminar, Theology and Religious Studies 2 March 2010: School Seminar, Classics. 
All are welcome. For further details please contact Professor Peter Coates.  
  
  

 
Research Events in the Faculty of Arts and BIRTHA 

 
A convenient way of keeping informed about all seminars, lectures, and conferences 
taking place in the Arts Faculty is to check the website of  BIRTHA (Bristol Institute 
for Research in the Humanities and Arts), at (www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/birtha). BIRTHA 
coordinates the research activity, and also sponsors some high-profile guest lectures 
and conferences. The BIRTHA calendar of research events will keep you informed 
about what is happening in the Faculty. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES, 
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES 
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL 

3 Woodland Road 

POSTGRADUATE SEMINAR PROGRAMME 2009-10 

Venue: ROOM G5 
Tea: 4.00 pm, Seminar: 4.30pm 

 
6 October 2009: Catherine Newell (SOAS), Understanding the Dhammakaya temples in the Thai 
context (Chair: Rupert Gethin). 

 
20 October 2009: Max Deeg (Cardiff University), Nestorianism in China (Chair: John Kieschnick). 
 
3 November 2009: Hildegard Diemberger (Mongolia and Inner Asia Studies Unit, Dept. of Social 
Anthropology, Cambridge) When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje 
Phagmo of Tibet (Chair: Paul Williams). 
 
17 November 2009: James Crossley (University of Sheffield): For Every Manc a Religion: Uses of 
Biblical Language and Imagery in the Manchester Music Scene, 1977-1994 (Chair: John Lyons). 
[Please note that Professor’s Crossley paper is part of a half-day conference entitled The 
Reception of the Bible. For further details see below.]  
 
1 December 2009: John Kieschnick (University of Bristol, Theology and Religious Studies), India in 
Chinese Buddhist Historiography (Chair: Rupert Gethin). 
 
19 January 2010: Tim Cole (University of Bristol, Historical Studies) Defining Jewishness: Hungary 
1944 (Chair: Jo Carruthers). 
 
16 February 2010: Ingmar Heise, Calling Back and Ferrying Across - Some Remarks on Buddhist 
rituals for the Dead in Contemporary South China (Chair: John Kieschnick). 
 
13 March 2010 (Saturday): Fifteenth Joint Postgraduate Conference, Theology and Religious 
Studies, 9.30–5.00 (Organized by Jon Balserak). 
 
16 March 2010: Bernard McGinn (Chicago University), Human Dignity and the Christian /Imago Dei/ 
Tradition. (Chair: Carolyn Muessig). 
 
20 April 2010: Andrew Moore, University of Oxford, The Empirical Spirit. Co-sponsored by the 
Department of Philosophy. (Chair: Gavin D’Costa). 
 
4 May 2010: Brian Leftow (University of Oxford), Scripture, God and Time (Chair Oliver Crisp). 
 
For further information please contact Carolyn Muessig (c.a.muessig@bristol.ac.uk).  

 
 

Special Events: 
 

20 November – 26 November: The Creation and Destruction of a Sand Mandala by the Monks of the 
Tashi Lhunpo Monastery (Venue: Multifaith Chaplaincy, University of Bristol).  
 
6 March 2010: Great Mystics Address the Contemporary World (Organized by Bernard McGinn, 
Anke Holdenried and Carolyn Muessig). 
 
There will be a half-day conference on Tuesday, 17 November 2009 entitled: The Reception of the 
Bible. The speakers are John Lyons (Bristol), Francesca Stavrakopoulou (University of Exeter), and 
James Crossley (University of Sheffield). The final paper of this half-day conference by James 
Crossley will be scheduled at the usual time and place of the postgraduate research seminars. For 
further details contact Dr John Lyons (W.J.Lyons@bristol.ac.uk)  
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Practical Information 
 

Graduate School Office 
 
Postgraduate administrative staff are based in the Graduate School of Arts & 
Humanities which is located at 7 Woodland Road. If you need to contact a member of 
the administrative team please ask at the Reception Office on the Ground Floor or call 
0117 9288897. 

 
Communications 
 
Post:  
The postgraduate student pigeonholes are located on the first floor of the Department 
of Theology and Religious Studies, 3 Woodland Road.. Communications from 
teaching and administrative staff will be placed in pigeon-holes and you should check 
them regularly. 
E-mail:  
More and more, e-mail is the way you will receive communications from the 
Department, the school and the faculty. Your University e-mail address is the one that 
will be used for these purposes, rather than any private e-mail address you may have. 
If you e-mail a lecturer or administrator, please use an appropriate subject header and 
give your name and surname in the message.  
Noticeboards: 
There is also a noticeboard for all postgraduates in the School of Humanities near the 
common room area in 11 Woodland Road. Notices, conference announcements, and 
so on, are put there. Do check this and the departmental noticeboards regularly so that 
you know what’s going on.  
 
 
Change of address 
 
It is your responsibility to inform the University of any change in your address (either 
home or term-time address) and contact details.  You should do this by changing your 
University record on-line, which you can do by visiting the web-page: 
https://www.bris.ac.uk/studentinfo/, and you should also inform the Graduate School 
office. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
If you have a concern about health and safety, or are involved in an accident of any 
kind on University premises, you should report it in the first instance to the Graduate 
School office.  
 
 
Your Personal Welfare 
 
Your supervisor is there to help you with any problem, academic or personal, which 
you wish to discuss. Above all, if anything interferes with your work, tell your 
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supervisor before a crisis develops. Please do not hesitate to see your supervisor if 
you want to talk about any matter. In general, you should feel able to consult any 
member of staff involved in the course, but your Head of Subject, Carolyn Muessig, 
(c.a.muessig@bristol.ac.uk) has a particular responsibility for the research culture in 
the Department, and would be pleased to talk to you about any suggestions you might 
have for improving your time here. 
   
The University also has a number of services dedicated to the welfare of its students: 
our Access Unit for Deaf and Disabled Students offers a range of services to assist 
students with a registered disability: see www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/AccessUnit; the 
Student Counselling Service at 1A priory Road 
(www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/StudentsCounselling/), tel. 954 665, has qualified counsellors 
who can help students when particular issues are troubling them; the Student Health 
Service on St Michaels Hill (tel. 3302720; webpages  
http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/StudentHealthService/ is there to look after students’ 
health; the Student Union, and its new student website, is an excellent port of call for 
information regarding jobs, money, accommodation, legal advice. See 
www.bristol.ac.uk/studenthelp/.    
 

 
 

Research Funding 
 

The majority of postgraduate students, particularly part-timers, are self-funding. Many 
students do some part-time work to make ends meets. The University JobShop 
advertises suitable vacancies: see:   
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/careers/jobshop/index.asp

 
There are various sources of funding available for postgraduate students - see the 
Faculty of Arts webpages for further  information: 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/arts/scholarships/index.html
 
The University Careers Service has a computer package called ‘FunderFinder’ that 
students can use to find out whether they qualify for any grants  –  see: 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cas/postgrad/pgfin.htm

 
One such funding opportunity for example is the Wingate Scholarship for Research 
students covering a variety of disciplines. See 
http://www.wingatescholarships.org.uk/overview.php  

 
Details of information and help about funding opportunities are also updated on the 
Student Funding Office webpages: www.bristol.ac.uk/studentfunding/.  
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Programme Structure, Programme Requirements and 
Training Needs 

 
Periods of Study 

 
There are different postgraduate degrees in the School and the requirements and 
deadlines are different for each. All, however, are assessed on the basis of a 
dissertation based on independent research, followed by a viva voce examination (the 
viva). For details, see the Faculty of Arts Postgraduate Handbook.    
 
 
The Structure of Postgraduate Research Degrees in the Faculty of Arts 
 
You could think of the structure of postgraduate research degrees as a series of 
gradations: MPhil (one year minimum full-time), MLitt (two years minimum), PhD 
(three years minimum). Whether you are enrolled as a PhD student or as an MPhil 
student, it is quite possible that in the course of your study you change your mind or 
are unable to complete the course of study. For example, you may have enrolled in an 
MPhil, and you and your supervisor may find that you have the potential (and you 
have the desire) to complete a PhD. In these circumstances it is possible to submit 
your writing not for an MPhil, but to transfer to MLitt status. (All PhD students are 
initially registered as MLitt students.) Another example: you are an MLitt student and 
your original aim was to write a PhD thesis, but you and your supervisor find that you 
have lost interest or are unable to meet the demands of a PhD; in this circumstance, 
you might aim to submit an MPhil dissertation or MLitt dissertation instead. If, on the 
other hand, as an MLitt student you are producing work with good PhD potential, you 
would submit sample work for upgrading to PhD status. In short, as a research student 
you can ‘downgrade’ or ‘upgrade’. Your supervisor will help you reach the right 
decisions. 
 

 
Upgrading 
 
Whether you are an MPhil student wishing to be considered for upgrade to MLitt or 
an MLitt student wishing to be considered for upgrade to PhD status, the procedures 
are similar. See below for details relating to each programme. 
 
You will have an interview with an assessor or assessors who will have read the 
material submitted beforehand. Written work in hard copy (electronic submissions are 
not permitted) is submitted to the Graduate School office. The Guidelines for 
Dissertations (see below) should also be followed in any material presented for 
upgrading. Unless the student requests otherwise, the supervisor will normally be 
present at the upgrade interview. You will be consulted about the appointment of 
upgrade assessors and the date of the meeting. 
 
The assessors’ views of the work submitted and the proceedings of the interview will 
be documented, and both supervisor and student will have the opportunity to 
comment on the assessors’ report. You will be informed in writing by the Faculty of 
Arts of the outcome of the upgrade.  
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See the Faculty of Arts Postgraduate Handbook and also the Graduate School 
webpages: www.bris.ac.uk/arts/gradschool  for further information about upgrade 
procedures, criteria and forms. 
 
 
Your Training Needs 
 
Although you will be concentrating on researching and writing the dissertation, you 
and your supervisor need to think carefully about your training needs and about any 
skills you need to make a success of your research thesis. It may be that you would 
benefit from attending certain MA units offered by the Department or other 
Departments in the School of Humanities, or from particular training courses offered 
by the Arts Faculty or University (see the sections on ‘English Language and 
Academic Writing Support’ and ‘Arts Faculty Training Courses’ above. Although you 
will not need to attend these for credit requirements, you may need to do so to 
improve your skills as a researcher or to advance your understanding of your research 
problems. If you are an MPhil student satisfactory completion of any such units may 
be a condition for upgrading to MLitt status.  
 
 
You and Your Supervisor 
 
Supervisory arrangements are tailored as far as practicable to your individual needs 
and the demands of your research project. You will have at least one supervisor, but 
sometimes two supervisors are appointed. In the latter case, your supervisors may 
either be co-supervisors who share the supervisory role more or less equally, or one 
supervisor will act as the main supervisor and the other as a second supervisor with a 
lesser role. The second supervisor may not be an expert in your precise area of 
research, but you will benefit from his/her general advice on your progress and from 
his/her support, and a second supervisor may benefit by gaining valuable supervisory 
experience.  
 
As a research student there are some things you can expect from your supervisor and 
your department and there are some things they will expect from you. In addition to 
these mutual expectations, the University has a number of general regulations for 
Doctoral Degrees (see Regulations and Code of Practice for Research Degree 
Programmes, a copy of which should have been given to you – if you do not have a 
copy, please ask in the Graduate School office or look at the online version 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/tsu/policy/cop-research-degrees.html). These regulations apply 
to you, so do familiarize yourself with them.  
 
 

The Dissertation 
 
 

The Word-length of the Dissertation 
 
For details see the Faculty of Arts Postgraduate Handbook. 

 
Guidelines for Presentation of Dissertations 
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For details of recommended practice (especially in the matter of citing titles of books 
and articles), please refer to the most recent edition of the MHRA Style Guide: Notes 
for Authors, Editors and Writers of Theses (the Style Guide may be downloaded free 
from the MHRA website (www.MHRA.org.uk). The Oxford Dictionary for Writers 
and Editors is particularly helpful in the matter of difficult spellings. You should aim 
to be accurate and consistent in your practice. Do not mix conventions of style. 
 
Citations of text and references should be based on the most authoritative editions and 
not (except for special purposes) on anthologies or cheap editions. Reprints and 
internet sources should be approached with caution. 
 
All written work should be accompanied by a bibliography which includes not only 
the sources cited or referred to in the course of the essay or dissertation but everything 
relevant which has been read or consulted. It is important that there should be a full 
listing as a satisfactory record, as an elementary courtesy and acknowledgement of 
intellectual indebtedness, and as a precaution against plagiarism (see the separate 
section on ‘Plagiarism’ below). Students are reminded that they must cultivate the 
practice of complete honesty in the acknowledgement of intellectual and academic 
debts. Unacknowledged copying or quotation from the works of others constitutes an 
act of plagiarism which is subject to severe penalties including expulsion from the 
University. The same applies to a heavy but undeclared dependence on the argument 
or formulations of one or more writers or to a piece of work which makes consistent 
use of submerged quotations. Always declare your sources and acknowledge your 
debts. 
 
In the final stages of checking all quotations should be double-checked for accuracy, 
as errors in transcription are almost inevitable, and can lead to serious misquotation 
and/or misrepresentation. 
 
 
Submitting the Dissertation 
 
For details about the appointment of examiners and submitting your dissertation 
(including formatting), please see the Higher Degrees Examinations Office web 
pages: 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/exams/postgraduatefaq.html
 
Research students intending to submit need to discuss potential examiners with their 
supervisor. Your supervisor should ensure that an Appointment of Research Degree 
Examiners form has been sent to the Graduate School office at least twenty-eight days 
before submission of your dissertation. This needs to be checked and signed off 
before it goes off to the Postgraduate Examinations Office in Senate House. 
 
You should submit two softbound copies of your dissertation to the Postgraduate 
Examinations Office in Senate House, either in person or by post. You will also need 
to complete and send an Intention to Graduate form, so that the Degree Ceremonies 
Office in Senate House can invite you to the next ceremony. This form can be 
downloaded from the Graduation Office: 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cms/go/degreeceremonies/
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You should keep the Postgraduate Examinations Office in Senate House informed of 
any change of address. They will then contact you about the examining process, but it 
is the internal examiner who will contact you about arrangements for the viva 
examination. 
 
Two copies of Research dissertations (MPhil, MLitt, and Ph.D.) should be submitted 
direct to the Higher Degrees Office, Senate House, Tyndall Avenue, Bristol BS8 1TH.   
 
Submission must be within the candidate’s maximum period of study (see also 
Extensions to the Maximum Period of Study, below). 
 
The Viva 
 
Before the viva examination 
Your thesis is a substantial piece of writing and research and you should expect some 
time (a few months rather than weeks) before the viva takes place.  
 
Preparing for the viva 
The most obvious form of preparation is to re-read your thesis. Try to anticipate 
questions, comments and criticisms, and think how you would respond. Although you 
may not be able to anticipate actual questions to be asked by the examiners, this 
approach will encourage you to think actively about your work. 
 
You should also refresh your memory of the relevant literature. Do not attempt to re-
read every paper in the bibliography of your thesis; instead, re-read carefully some of 
the more recent key references. If you have left university after submitting your thesis 
you may be unaware of very recent work. Ask your supervisor a couple of weeks 
before the viva whether any work of direct relevance to your thesis has been 
published since you submitted your thesis. 
 
A good way to prepare for your viva is to practise, if possible, by getting a colleague 
to ask you questions in a ‘mock’ viva. 
 
During the viva 
A viva is an academic interview at which the examiners will be looking for an 
understanding of the subject matter of your thesis; an appreciation of its significance 
to established knowledge in the field, and an awareness of the breadth of the subject 
area. 
 
They will expect you to: 
• show a critical analysis of your own work and of that of others 
• appreciate the limitations of the methods employed and the results obtained by 

yourself and others 
• understand how the broad conclusions of your thesis support, add to, or conflict 

with previous work 
• know the major concepts and recent developments in your subject. 
 
There is no formal procedure laid down for the conduct of the viva examination. 
Some examiners prefer to work through the thesis in the order in which it is presented. 
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Other examiners prefer to discuss topics. Very few examiners will perform a page by 
page criticism. 
 
You are not expected to know your thesis by heart, but to refer to the appropriate page 
when the examiners wish to discuss a specific point. Please ensure that you bring to 
the viva examination a copy of your thesis paginated in the same way as the copies 
you have submitted to the Higher Degrees Office. 
 
Do not answer simply ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to questions; on the other hand do not give a 
prepared exposition. Try to answer the question as it is put, remembering that you are 
engaged in an academic conversation. 
 
Be prepared to justify your ideas and conclusions. If the examiners challenge your 
interpretation but you feel that your case is a good one, muster your arguments and be 
willing to present your case firmly but courteously. However, if the examiners have 
identified a genuine weakness, concede the point gracefully. Even if you feel the 
examiners are unreasonably critical do not become argumentative or allow the 
discussion to become heated. You can agree to differ and to reconsider the point. 
 
After the viva 
The examiners can make one of a number of recommendations, all of which are set 
out in the University Regulations and Code of Practice for Research Degree 
Programmes where the only form of assessment is by dissertation or published work. 
The Examiners’ Report and recommendations will go to the next meeting of the 
Research Degrees Examinations Board (see 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/exams/postgraduate.html  for dates when the Research 
Degrees Examinations Board will meet). You may be told the outcome of the viva 
examination informally on the day of the examination but this will not necessarily be 
the case. Following the Research Degrees Examinations Board, you will receive a 
letter from the Higher Degrees office informing you of the outcome (including if 
corrections or resubmission is required). Please see the Higher Degrees web pages for 
details about submitting hard copies of the final version once the recommendation to 
award the degree has been ratified.   
 
 
Extension of Maximum Period of Study and Suspension of Study 
 
Your programme of study officially ends on the day of the dissertation deadline (for 
full-time students this is 1 year for MPhil, 3 years for MLitt, 4 years for PhD 
students). Requests for extension cannot be considered unless there is reasonable 
cause and unless they are made on the correct form, and appropriately authorized. 
Requests should normally be made well before the dissertation deadline. If you think 
you need an extension, discuss the matter in the first instance with your supervisor. 
You and your supervisor will need to request an ‘extension to the maximum period of 
study’, on the proper form – see http://www.bris.ac.uk/exams/forms.html
 This form should be signed by you or accompanied by a statement from you, and also 
signed off by the Head of Subject in your department. The form should then be 
submitted to the Graduate School office.  The extension has to be approved by the 
Graduate Dean. Graduate School will then write to you with confirmation of your 
revised submission date. If you are an externally-funded postgraduate student (e.g. 
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funded by AHRC), you should also consult the Graduate School webpages:  
www.bris.ac.uk/arts/gradschool.  
 
The procedure for applying for suspension of studies is also set out in your ‘Faculty of 
Arts Graduate Handbook’. Suspension forms are also available at: 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/exams/forms.html. Please consult your supervisor in the first 
instance if you think you need to suspend studies. 
 
 
Plagiarism 
 
Please remember when writing your essays and dissertation that you must always be 
completely honest in acknowledging intellectual debts. Unacknowledged quotation or 
copying from the works of others (whether published or not) constitutes an act of 
plagiarism which is subject to severe penalties, including expulsion from the 
University, which has clear regulations that apply to you. See  
www.bris.ac.uk/secretary/studentrulesregs/examregs.html#plagiarism  
You can avoid plagiarism by thinking carefully about the acknowledgement of 
intellectual and academic debts, and by making sure you always declare your sources.  
 
 

Complaints and Appeals Procedure 
 
Students who are worried or aggrieved about any aspect of their experience in the 
School should make representations, in the first instance, to their supervisor or Head 
of Subject. If this is in any way inappropriate, they should approach either the 
Graduate Education Director. Complaints that are dealt with informally at an early 
stage have the best chance of being resolved effectively.  
 
The University has a formal Student Grievance Procedure. See  
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/secretary/studentrulesregs/grievance.html 
 
The Student Complaints Officer, who is based in Senate House, can be contacted as 
follows: 0117 928 8904 (internal 88904); student-complaints@bristol.ac.uk. 
 
For appeals, the procedure is set out in the Examinations Regulations: 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/secretary/studentrulesregs/examregs.html
 
 
 

Conference Funding 
 

Some travel grants for other conferences are available from the Alumni Foundation 
(though note that this is a small charity receiving many applications). See: 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/alumni/current-students/foundation/
Preference is given to students mid way through their course of study, who are 
presenting a paper at a conference and who are self-funded (or have exhausted other 
funds for which they are eligible, e.g. from the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council). Financial help may also be available for conference attendance from the 
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Graduate Dean’s fund (see the Faculty of Arts Postgraduate Handbook) or the 
Department’s funds - please contact Dr Carolyn Muessig for details. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Department of Theology and Religious Studies 

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS: ACADEMIC YEAR 2009-10 
 
 

Academic and Research 
Staff 
 

Phone E-mail Address 
…@bristol.ac.uk 

Room 

Balserak, Dr Jon 92 87844 
 

thwjb 
 

2.6 
 

Campbell, Dr Jonathan 
 

92 88171 J.G.Campbell G.3 

Carruthers, Dr Jo 
 
 

33 17717 Jo.Carruthers 2.7 

Crisp, Dr Oliver 
 

92 88168 Oliver.Crisp 1.2 

D’Costa, Prof Gavin 
 

33 17010 Gavin.DCosta 1.3 

Gethin, Dr Rupert 
 

92 88169 Rupert.Gethin 2.5 

Kieschnick, Dr John 
 

92 88170 John.Kieschnick 2.1 

Langer, Dr Rita 
 

92 88248 Rita.Langer 2.4 

Laxton, Miss Ailsa  Ailsa.Laxton  

Lyons, Dr John 
 

95 45930 W.J.Lyons G.1 

Muessig, Dr Carolyn 
 
 

92 87763 C.A.Muessig 1.1 

Williams, Prof Paul  92 87762 Paul.Williams 1.5 

 
    

 
Dept Address:  3 Woodland Road, Bristol, BS8 1TB, UK 
School of Humanities General Office: 0117 33 17932 
University Switchboard:  0117 928 9000 or dial 0 (Dial 21 for an outside line) 
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Appendix 2 
 

Academic Staff 
Jon BALSERAK BS (James Madison), MDiv, ThM (Reformed Seminary), PhD (Edinburgh) 
Lecturer in Theology and Religious Studies. RESEARCH INTERESTS: The theology of John Calvin 
and Peter Martyr Vermigli; Medieval exegesis, especially questions related to the rediscovery and 
influence of Aristotle. 
 
Jonathan G. CAMPBELL BD (Aberdeen), MPhil (Oxon), DPhil (Oxon) 
Senior Lecturer in Biblical Studies and Judaism. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Hebrew Bible; Dead Sea 
Scrolls and Second Temple Judaism; issues in contemporary Judaism, especially the ‘reception’ of 
scripture and tradition. 
(On research leave Teaching B1ocks 1 & 2, 2009-10) 
 
JO CARRUTHERS BA (Manchester), MA (Manchester), PhD (Manchester) 
Research Councils UK Academic Fellow. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Book of Esther and its reception 
history, theories of reading and interpretation, the Jewish festival of Purim, the overlap of religious and 
national identities. 
(On research leave Teaching Block 1, 2009-10) 
 
Gavin D’COSTA BA (Birmingham), PhD (Cantab) 
Professor of Catholic Theology. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Systematic theology; theology of religions 
and interfaith dialogue; doctrine of the Trinity; modern Roman Catholic thought; the theology of 
Jewish-Christian relations. 
 
Oliver CRISP BD (Aberdeen), MTh (Aberdeen), PhD (London) 
Reader in Theology. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Philosophical theology; Jonathan Edwards and 
William Shedd; Christology and the doctrine of the atonement; the doctrine of sin; theological method; 
philosophical issues in Christian ethics. 
 
Rupert GETHIN BA (Manchester), MA (Manchester), PhD (Manchester) 
Professor of Buddhist Studies. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Theravada Buddhist thought, Abhidharma; 
the development of Buddhist theories of meditation; Buddhaghosa’s commentaries. 
 
John KIESCHNICK PhD (Stanford) 
Reader in Buddhist Studies. RESEARCH INTERESTS: History of Chinese Buddhism, particularly as 
it relates to other aspects of Chinese culture; Buddhist historiography in China. 
 
Rita LANGER MA (Hamburg), Dip (Kelaniya), PhD (Hamburg) 
Lecturer in Buddhist Studies. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Pali; Theravada Buddhist 
ritual in Sri Lanka and South East Asia. 
(On research leave Teaching B1ocks 1 & 2, 2009-10) 
 
Ailsa LAXTON BA (SOAS) MA (Bristol) 
Research Assistant: RESEARCH INTERESTS: Buddhist archaeology and material culture, funeral 
rituals of Southeast Asia and China 
(Teaching Block 1, 2009-10) 
 
John LYONS BA (Sheffield), MA (Sheffield), PhD (Sheffield) 
Senior Lecturer in Biblical Interpretation. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Biblical Theology, Genesis 12-
50, Gospel of John, The Acts of the Apostles, History of Exegesis, Dead Sea Scrolls. 
 
Carolyn MUESSIG BA (Buffalo), MA (Toronto), MSL (Toronto), PhD (Montreal) 
Reader in Medieval Religion. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Medieval Church history; thirteenth century 
preaching & its relation to female piety; Jacques de Vitry; heresies, monastic history; stigmatics. 
 
Paul WILLIAMS BA (Sussex), DPhil (Oxon) 
Professor of Indian & Tibetan Philosophy. RESEARCH INTERESTS: Buddhist philosophy & religion 
in India & Tibet; Mahayana Buddhism; Medieval philosophical and mystical theology. 
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Appendix 3 
 

University of Bristol Term Dates 2009-10 
 

See also: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/academicregistry/office/almanac/
 

Autumn Term 
 
First day of autumn term    Monday 28 September 2009 
Start of first teaching block     Monday 5 October 2009 
Last day of autumn term    Friday 11 December 2009 

Followed by Christmas Vacation 
 

Spring Term 
 
First day of spring term    Wednesday 8 January 2010 
Start of second teaching block    Monday 25 January 2010 
Last day of spring term    Friday 19 March 2010 
 
Followed by Easter Vacation 
 

Summer Term 
 
First day of summer term    Monday 19 April 2010 
Last day of second teaching block   Friday 14 May 2010 
Last day of summer term    Friday 18 June 2010 
 
 
 
 
Bank Holidays      3 and 31 May 2010 
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