
Department of History

Building a History Community



Beyond the Seminar Room:
how we offer extra support
• Academic personal tutoring
• Heads of Years 1, 2, 3
• PASS (Peer Assisted Study Support)
• Study skills drop-ins and workshops
• All academic staff have weekly office hours
• Extracurricular History Showcase (Slide 6) 
• We believe that the university experience does not 

end with the scheduled contact hours



A Student-driven 
Community
• Christmas and Graduation Balls
• Annual Trip (Prague 2-5 March 2020)
• Film Night: The Witch (27 Feb 2020)
• Free History Society Breakfast (14 Feb 2020)
• Free Valentine’s Breakfast (9 Feb 2020)
• Pub Quiz (6 Feb 2020)
• We work closely with the student-run History Society to 

help everyone get the most out of their time in Bristol



Promoting Student Research

We worked with the 
History Society and the 
Bristol Institute for 
Teaching and Learning to 
set up an undergraduate 
journal.



Turning Up the Student Voice:
Student-Staff Liaison
• Meetings three times per year
• All students can stand/vote
• Co-chaired by staff and students
• Brings together staff, students, administrators
• Feeds into School of Humanities Education Action Plan
• We believe that our teaching and assessment is more 

rigorous and more meaningful if the student voice 
continually informs and helps to develop our 
programmes



We love history and enjoy talking about it, so the History Showcase is our chance to share our latest research.



Listening to Student 
Feedback

• Unit feedback; mid-unit and final
• Infrastructure investment
• Changes to essay feedback
• Social budgets for Year Heads
• Increasing contact hours 
• Increasing seminar-based learning
• We believe that student feedback should be used to 

continually inform improvements and changes
• How will you change us?
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