
Hands-on facilities
You’ll benefit from state-of-the-art laboratories, with 
facilities including electroencephalography (EEG)  
recording, eye tracking, sleep labs and a dedicated  
virtual reality environment. 

Accredited courses 
Our degrees are recognised by the British Psychological 
Society (BPS) as qualification for graduate registration – 
units are specifically designed to meet its requirements.

Research skills 
Get involved in current research to enrich your experience 
and your future research portfolio. By investigating 
contemporary issues of global relevance, we ensure that 
our teaching and research fit seamlessly together.

Key highlights

Psychology
Undergraduate study

bristol.ac.uk/ug-study

http://bristol.ac.uk/ug-study


Our courses have a fundamental emphasis  
on the experimental study of the mind, and 
we encourage you to share a sense of fun  
and adventure in psychological science.

Key specialisms at Bristol include cognitive 
(developmental, language, memory and social) 
and biological (human brain and behaviour, 
vision, behavioural genetics) psychology,  
as well as computational neuroscience  
and neuropsychology.

Your first year will introduce key concepts 
and approaches and experimental methods 
and analysis. Lectures and tutorials will give 
you a strong foundation in developmental, 
cognitive, biological and social psychology, and 
psychological experiments and research methods 
units provide you with experience and training 
in the investigation, analysis and reporting of a 
range of psychological phenomena.

The second year covers core topics in greater 
depth, and you will approach psychological 
investigations at a more advanced level. Your 
laboratory work will be supported by instruction 
in advanced techniques of statistical analysis  
and in the use of statistical software.

Your third year is based mainly on optional 
units, covering topics that emphasise detailed 
knowledge of contemporary psychological 
issues. You will also carry out an original piece  
of independent research, which may be based 

in the laboratory or in a local school, hospital or 
business organisation. 

As well as BSc Psychology, our new MSci 
Psychology and Neuroscience combines 
psychological science with a cellular, synaptic and 
systems-level understanding of brain function.  
You can also study the subject with innovation, 
giving you interdisciplinary breadth, creative 
teamwork and entrepreneurial skills.

Bristol psychology graduates go on to successful 
careers within psychology-related fields and in 
a diverse range of other occupations in the UK 
and abroad. Our degrees are also a pathway 
to professional training in psychology and 
postgraduate programmes.

Sample units may include:

• Issues in Social Psychology
• Genes and Behaviour
• Contemporary Issues in Psychology
• Myths and Misconceptions about Psychology
• Drug Use and Addiction.

Why study psychology at Bristol?

Find out more
Entry requirements, course structure and units
bristol.ac.uk/ug2021-psych

‘We get hands-on experience in experiments – a great 
opportunity to understand how psychology works in the  
real world. I am very excited about the optional units in third 
year, many of which will be taught by leading psychologists.’  
Jason (BSc Psychology)

Our research helps to advance the 
scientific discipline of psychology and 
contribute to outstanding, research-led 
teaching. Key research areas include 
brain and behaviour, cognitive science, 
and physical and mental health.

Psychology at Bristol has 
a long and distinguished 
history. Conwy Lloyd 
Morgan, one of the earliest 
experimental psychologists, 
was the University’s first  
Vice-Chancellor.

Bristol is home to cutting-edge 
resources relevant to your studies 
and we have extensive connections 
with NHS Bristol hospitals.

We collaborate with local, national 
and international partners, and our 

outreach team works with schools 
and members of the public to bring 

the subject to a wider audience.

http://bristol.ac.uk/ug2021-psych
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Courses
BSc Psychology

MSci Psychology with Innovation 

MSci Psychology and Neuroscience

This leaflet contains information for students planning to start university in autumn 
2021. We have made every effort to ensure all details are correct at the time of 
going to press (May 2020). However, since this information is subject to change, 
you are advised to check the University’s website, bristol.ac.uk/ug-study for the 
latest updates. Any sample units listed are indicative and offerings may change due 
to developments in the relevant academic field. Unit availability varies depending on 
staffing, student choice and timetabling constraints.
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