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The issue of domestic violence has increasingly come under scrutiny in Private Family Court Proceedings in the UK. Research (for example, Hester and Radford 1996; Saunders and Barron, 2003; Aris and Harrison, 2007) and government inspections (for example, HMICA, 2005; Oftsed, 2008) have repeatedly highlighted concerns regarding how domestic violence is taken into consideration in family court processes.

Furthermore, the issue of children?s involvement in decision-making that affects them is a key development in many areas in the UK, largely resultant from a paradigmatic shift in sociological thinking regarding “children” and “childhood”, and the development of a children’s rights discourse over the last two decades. However, there is virtually no empirical research regarding children?s inclusion in private family court processes in domestic violence cases.

This thesis explores how and to what extent domestic violence and the representation of children’s voices were included in a sample of Cafcass S7 reports which featured allegations of domestic violence. In particular, the thesis explores how domestic violence and children’s voices discourses interact with other apparent discourses relating to Cafcass professional roles and to pervasive beliefs about child welfare within a sub-sample of S7 reports. How and to what extent different discourses impact on report recommendations was analysed using principles of critical discourse analysis.

