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What’s ideology got to do with it?  Language as real power
Abstract
While the long held view that language can be studied devoid of its social context is now outdated, as is  the view that language use can be “neutral”, it is still a matter of debate and misunderstanding, the extent to which the views and perceptions of users impinge on language production and interpretation. In particular, the ideological underpinnings of discourse, and the extent to which they are consciously manipulated to produce certain interpretations, are often taken for granted, or glossed over. In this paper, I intend to discuss the interplay between language and ideology in relation to three areas of research. One is the use of language in the courts, arising from work by Anna Martha van Grieken, which demonstrates that the ideological positions of court officials has implications for the conduct of cases and the writing of judgements. The second is the work on Tanzanian school textbooks, in which the manifestation of gender inequalities in textbooks is supported at official levels. And last is the work which exposes the dominant Western view about multilingual societies as being deficit in some ways. The paper will seek to demonstrate the importance of unpacking these ideological assumptions in order to, not only reach a more reasonable understanding of the discourses we interact with, but also find ways of providing alternative discourses, for example in teaching and learning.
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