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ABSTRACT
This paper is inspired by the work of Maryam Ismail (2007), in which she documents a number of narratives of learners of English from Zanzibar. Based on these narratives and other experiences of learners across the continent, it is argued in this paper that English language teaching and learning in Africa generally, and in Tanzania in particular, does not take into account the needs and interests of learners. It is further argued that policy makers hardly think of learners when formulating language policies; nor do curriculum developers. The paper discusses how classroom practices, textbooks, assessment as well as the school environment seem to collude in making learning English in Africa an uphill task. The paper contends that while teaching English in the name of globalization may be beneficial to a minority elite, for the majority of learners the globalization euphoria and the teaching practices that go with it are counter-productive. The paper is concluded by asking whether English, as it is taught and learnt at present, is a blessing or a curse for African learners.
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