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PROTECTION

/Background: UK pet cats aged 8-16 weeks are being recruited (1/6/10-31/12/12) to a long-term longitudinal study, ‘Bristol Cats’ \
(www.bristol.ac.uk/vetscience/cats). In 2010, recruitment was restricted to those with a ‘BS’ postcode (i.e. in the Bristol region), since 2011
recruitment has been UK-wide. The aim of the study Is to use prospectively collected data to study risk factors for a range of outcomes,
Including specific diseases, feline unwanted behaviours and obesity. Data are collected using owner-completed guestionnaires at specific

ages (8-16 weeks, 6 months, 12 months, 18 months, 2.5 yrs...). Access to veterinary records and to the homes of some owners is being
requested in order that some data can be independently verified. This poster shows Initial analysis of the data that was conducted to provide
\nformatlon on the background of the cats recruited to the cohort. /

Figure 1: How cohort participants

heard about the study 6ource and breed status of the ‘Bristol Cats’ compared to UK pet cats: \
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/ Purchase price and single/multi-cat householdh ﬂBreeding & Neutering plans: Bristol Cats’ Owners \

« 33% were obtained at no cost “Kittens - .
14% cost £1-£29 FREE Sreeding plans.
14% cost >£200
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5% planned to breed

to good homes”

« 23% were the only cat in the household at the time of

registration (age 8-1_6 weeks) Age owners (not planning 10% at <4 months 3

compared with 58% (Murray et al., 2010) of UK pet to breed, but wishing to 23% at 5 months e &
cats (all ages) and 17% (2/12) of cats aged <5 neuter) intended to 44% at 6 months >
months, (unpublished data) neuter: 9% at 27 months e

It Is hypothesised that many owners acquire two kittens but if one 14% “not sure”

cat dies many owners do not ‘replace this cat’.
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Summary:

The results of this analysis will be used to direct future recruitment efforts in order that the cohort is representative of the UK pet cat population, i.e. non-
pedigree cat owners and owners of stray cats will be targeted during 2012 recruitment.
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