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Bristol has a long history in the innovative study of 
theatre and performance; our department was the 
first in the UK to offer a degree in theatre studies. 
It is a history we are proud of and many have 
followed our path since. We continue to innovate 
and you will be taught by leading scholars and 
practitioners. Theatre and performance at Bristol 
offers you the chance to study in an environment 
that has produced some notable alumni,  
including actor Tim Pigott-Smith, playwrights 
Sarah Kane and Mark Ravenhill and RSC Artistic 
Director Gregory Doran.

Theatre and performance studies at Bristol is 
distinctive for blending study of historical contexts 
and theoretical perspectives with practice-based 
activities and investigations. You will be taught 
via a mixture of lectures, seminars and practical 
workshops, using our two in-house theatres for 
your presentations with access to our museum-
accredited theatre archive – The Theatre Collection 
– and 24-hour rehearsal space. 

Kate 
BA Drama, 2001
Co-artistic director Mayfest/ Co-director MAYK

Why study theatre and performance at Bristol? 
The department has strong links with a wide 
range of theatres, arts organisations and theatre 
companies. In your final year you will undertake an 
independent practical, a written research project, 
or a work placement. Recent local placement 
partners have included the Bristol Old Vic, Mayfest, 
and Shakespeare at the Tobacco Factory.

My degree helped me to discover 
myself as someone who is creative 
and who likes to make things happen. 
Who relishes in working responsively 
and is interested in leadership. Who 
is conceptual but needs to get my 
hands dirty. The people I met on the 
course have remained as my closest 
collaborators (I run a company with a 
university friend) and Bristol is the most 
extraordinary city to be supported, 
challenged and given permission to do 
things your own way.
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Teaching methods
We use a variety of teaching methods including 
lectures, seminars and practical workshops. The 
Wickham Theatre and our smaller, adaptable 
studio space, the White Theatre, provide teaching, 
rehearsal and performance spaces for realising 
the union of theory and practice. Facilities include 
a design studio, model-making, carpentry 
and costume workshops. These are facilities 
that service productions and are themselves 
specialised teaching areas.

Assessment
Assessment is by a combination of essays, 
seminar presentations, practical work, industrial 
placement and critical analyses.

Single Honours courses
BA Theatre and Performance Studies,  
three years 2Q3W
MArts Theatre with Innovation, four years 2Q50

Joint Honours courses
BA Theatre and English, three years 4CC8
BA Theatre and Film, three years 4KDU
BA Theatre and French, four years W43F
BA Theatre and German, four years 21C7
BA Theatre and Italian, four years 22FF
BA Theatre and Portuguese, four years R2D8
BA Theatre and Spanish, four years 4D8C

Our BA Theatre and Performance Studies is 
wide-ranging, allowing you to develop knowledge 
and skills across a range of areas as you proceed 
through your degree. The first year is introductory; 
you will learn how to analyse performance and 
work with play texts, as well as developing your 
practical skills in theatre production. In addition, 
you will participate in small-group tutorials where 
you will discuss performances that you have 
seen together and study issues in theatre and 
performance in dialogue with film and music. What 
you learn provides a foundation for your second 
and final years. 
 

What will I study?
In the second and final years, you will take a series  
of units designed to deepen your analytical, critical, 
practical and historical expertise and skills. You 
will follow units in Performance Histories and the 
Politics of Performance. Alongside these, you can 
choose from a range of options which may include 
Devised Performance, Early Modern Theatre 
Practice, Performing the Archive, Choreography  
for Theatre, and Interpreting Plays.

As part of the final year you will work on realising 
independent projects. This can take the form of 
group or individual practical projects, and/or an 
extended essay or dissertation, and/or an industrial 
placement. Recent local placement partners have 
included the Bristol Old Vic, Tobacco Factory, In 
Between Time festival, Mayfest, Theatre Royal 
Bath, and Travelling Light Theatre. Students have 
also undertaken placements in San Francisco, 
New York and Berlin.

Joint Honours students spend half their time in 
the Department of Theatre and the other half in 
the partner department. If you study theatre and 
a modern language you will spend your third year 
abroad and return to Bristol for your fourth and 
final year of study. 

1st
university department in  
the UK to offer a degree in 
Theatre Studies
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Our students develop transferable skills. Graduates 
have gone into theatre production, research, 
broadcasting, arts administration, education,  
and finance and related business sectors, as well 
as further study and research.

The department is proud of its many notable 
alumni, including playwrights Sarah Kane,  
David Grieg and Laura Wade, actors and 
comedians Simon Pegg and David Walliams,  
and directors Gregory Doran, Jonathan Munby  
and Matthew Warchus.

Further information 
Find out more about the Department of Theatre: 
bristol.ac.uk/theatre.

What are my career prospects? Making your application 
Typical offer for BA Theatre and  
Performance Studies*
Visit bristol.ac.uk/ug17-theatre for  
Joint Honours and other qualifications
A-levels AAB (contextual ABB†) 
IB Diploma 34 overall (contextual 32†) to include 
17 points at Higher Level (contextual 16†) 
English Language Profile B††

GCSEs No specific subjects required
†For information on contextual offers, visit  
bristol.ac.uk/ug-apply/#typical-contextual-
offers 
††For details of English language profiles, visit 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-language-requirements 

Selection UCAS or Common Applicatio.  
We may interview mature applicants and 
applicants with non-standard qualifications 
Deferred entry Welcomed, particularly if you 
use this period to gain relevant experience

*The typical offer is indicative only and the University accepts  
a wide range of qualifications. The information is correct at the  
time of printing (June 2016), however, we recommend you check 
the University’s website for the most up-to-date information: 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study.

Our courses are suitable for those with an interest 
in both practice and theory across a wide range 
of different kinds of theatre and performance 
and related arts. Successful candidates will 
demonstrate a clear commitment to theatre and 
performance in both an academic context and a 
creative context, for instance, providing evidence 
of reading or engaging with theatre beyond the 
A-level syllabus and developing a specialised  
area of interest.

Candidates should provide evidence of motivation 
and achievement in some form of theatre and 
performance beyond the formal syllabus, such as 
participation in a theatre group or summer school 
or regularly attending theatre. The appropriateness 
of the chosen course to the candidate’s interests 
and ambitions should be evident.

Please give close consideration to the choice 
between the Single and Joint Honours courses; 
both offer a distinct degree and student experience. 
The Joint Honours degrees with English and a 
modern language offer fewer opportunities for 
extended practice: you will take mandatory units but 
your choice of options will depend on the timetables 
of your partner department.

92%
of students agree staff have made 
the subject interesting
(National Student Survey 2015, BA Theatre and  
Performance Studies)
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If you need all or part of this 
publication in an alternative format 
please contact Student Marketing
Tel +44 (0)117 394 1573 
Email ug-publications@bristol.ac.uk 

Contacts 

Enquiries Team  
Tel +44 (0)117 394 1649  
Email choosebristol-ug@bristol.ac.uk

If you have any questions about courses, applications or any 
aspect of being a UK or international student at Bristol please 
contact the Enquiries Team. 

Accommodation Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 954 6640 
Email accom-office@bristol.ac.uk 
bristol.ac.uk/accommodation

Disability Services 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 0444 
Email disability-services@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/disability-services

Student Funding Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7972 
Email student-funding@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/fees-funding 
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This leaflet contains information for students planning to start 
university in autumn 2017. We have made every effort to ensure 
all details are correct at the time of going to press (June 2016). 
However, since this information is subject to change, you are 
advised to check the University’s website for the latest updates: 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study.

University guide to the city of Bristol 
bristol.ac.uk/citybristol

Undergraduate study website 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study  
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