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Neuroscience is the study of the nervous 
system. You will learn about discoveries that 
have transformed our understanding of the brain 
and contributed to the development of new 
treatments for disorders affecting millions of 
people. Neuroscience is one of the fastest-growing 
disciplines within science.

Our neuroscience degree courses are run by the 
School of Physiology and Pharmacology. The 
quality of teaching within the School of Physiology 
and Pharmacology is excellent. We have been 
recognised as a Centre for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning (CETL) and we continue to develop 
and innovate in our teaching; for example, we have 
developed an online dynamic lab manual eBiolabs 
to support our practical teaching.

There is a wealth of research in neuroscience 
carried out at Bristol and students studying 
neuroscience benefit enormously from being 
taught by staff who are leaders in their field of 
research. Our final-year BSc and MSci teaching  
is almost entirely research-led. 

88%
of students agree the course is 
intellectually stimulating (National 
Student Survey 2013)

From a neuroscience point of view, 
Bristol is one of the world-leading centres 
for research. Having lecturers who are 
leaders in their field is amazing, and 
everyone is so friendly and willing to help 
that you will never be stuck on anything.

Alex 
BSc Neuroscience 2013

Why study neuroscience at Bristol?
Neuroscience research that contributes to the 
teaching on our degree courses includes studying 
the ways in which the brain and spinal cord control 
eye and limb movements, for example in patients 
with motor disorders such as Parkinson’s  
disease. Others investigate the neural circuitry  
and neurochemistry associated with the sensation 
of pain, and how the brain may modify our 
perception of pain. 

bristol.ac.uk/study


bristol.ac.uk /study

movement, synaptic transmission, learning and 
memory and neuropsychiatric disorders.

You will carry out a final-year research project 
supervised by a member of academic staff.  
A wide variety of projects is offered and may  
be in a research laboratory, a literature-based 
project or an education-based project, often in 
collaboration with local schools.

Throughout your degree course you will receive 
training in transferable skills including use of IT, 
communication and teamwork, and the ability  
to interpret and critically evaluate scientific data 
and manuscripts.

In the first two years, assessment depends on 
coursework and marks from unit examinations. 
Final-year assessment is based on library-based 
and research projects, and your final examinations. 

Single Honours courses
BSc Neuroscience, three years  B140
MSci Neuroscience with Study in industry,  
four years*
*Entry to MSci Neuroscience with Study in Industry 
is by transfer from B140 at the end of the first year.

The objective of the course is to provide a  
broad base in the sciences that underpin 
investigations of the nervous system. There will  
be an increasing emphasis on specialisation as  
the course progresses. 

Year one
You will take units that cover the basic structure 
and function of mammalian body systems 
including neuronal control mechanisms as well 
as a unit on the functional anatomy of the central 
nervous system. You will also choose an optional 
biomedical sciences unit, such as biochemistry, 
pharmacology or psychology.

Year two
You will take the Techniques in Neuroscience Unit 
which introduces some of the important methods 
that have enabled advances in understanding 
function and dysfunction of the nervous system. 
Other units cover aspects of neuropharmacology 
and deal with drugs that interact with the central 
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What will I study?
nervous system. Neurophysiology covers the 
physiology of central and peripheral nervous 
systems, special senses, higher mental  
functions, control of movement, biophysics  
and synaptic mechanisms.

A biomedical sciences skills unit covers topics 
including data interpretation, data analysis, 
presentation skills and an introduction to 
understanding scientific literature. You also  
choose an optional unit from: integrative 
physiology, biochemistry, pharmacology,  
cellular and molecular medicine or an open  
unit such as philosophy or a language.

In years one and two you will attend nine lectures 
a week supplemented by up to nine hours of 
practical work, depending on the units chosen. 
Ample opportunity is provided to discuss lecture 
material and to deal with individual problems. 
Tutorials that help to guide understanding are 
provided in years one and two.

Final year
In your final year you will study neuroscience full 
time. Staff lead seminars in selected areas of 
neuroscience related to their research. This allows 
you to study at the frontiers of knowledge in topics 
such as pain, sensory neuroscience, brain and 

85%
of students agree staff are 
enthusiastic about what they  
are teaching (National Student 
Survey 2013)
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Entrance requirements
Typical offer for BSc Neuroscience
Please visit bristol.ac.uk/ug15-neuroscience 
for other qualifications
A-levels AAB (contextual offer ABB†) including 
two sciences, one of which can be Mathematics 
IB Diploma 35 points overall (contextual offer 
33†) with 6,6,6, at Higher level including two 
science subjects
Access Pass Access to HE Diploma (Science) 
with at least 30 credits at Distinction, including 
12 credits in each of two sciences, and 15 
credits at Merit. Health and Social Care or 
Health Science may also be acceptable; please 
contact Undergraduate Admissions for guidance 
regarding your Access course’s content
English Language Profile E*
GCSEs Grade B or above in Mathematics  
and two sciences; Grade C or above in  
English Language
Selection UCAS or Common Application 
Part-time study Not available
Deferred entry Welcomed 
*For details of English language profiles  
please visit bristol.ac.uk/study/
undergraduate/language-requirements 
†For information on contextual offers please 
visit bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/
apply/#typical-contextual-offers

Neuroscience graduates have a high rate of 
employment or go on to further study. A high 
percentage of graduates each year enter further 
study either for higher degrees or postgraduate 
medicine/veterinary/dental training. Of students 
that enter employment on graduation the career 
paths are varied and include health and social 
work, education, finance, publishing, retail, public 
sector, IT and communications. The remaining 
graduates take some time out to travel or pursue 
other interests before finding employment. 

What are my career prospects? Making your application 
You should demonstrate a clear desire to study 
neuroscience; this may take the form of wider 
reading in areas of interest that are not necessarily 
covered in school work. Neuroscience-related 
work experience is not necessary but any 
involvement in science-based work experience or 
other science activity would be helpful. We have 
places for around 50 candidates each year across 
the two courses. You will be invited to attend a visit 
day after an offer has been made. 

Further information
School of Physiology and Pharmacology website: 
bristol.ac.uk/phys-pharm

95%
of graduates go on to work  
or further study within six months 
of graduating*
*Destination of Leavers from Higher Education survey 2011/12
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The information contained in this leaflet is correct at the time of 
printing (June 2014). Courses and facilities are liable to alter  
or be withdrawn at the University’s discretion.

If you need all or part of this 
publication in an alternative format 
please contact Customer Relations 
and Student Marketing
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7019 
Email ug-publications@bristol.ac.uk 

Contacts

Undergraduate Admissions Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7203  
Fax +44 (0)117 331 7391 
Email medsciences-ug-admissions@bristol.ac.uk

Accommodation Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 954 6640 
Email accom-office@bristol.ac.uk 
bristol.ac.uk/accommodation

Disability Services 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 0444 
Email disability-services@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/disability-services

International Advice and Support 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 8572 
Email os-as@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/international-office

Student Funding Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7972 
Email student-funding@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/studentfunding

University guide to the city of Bristol 
bristol.ac.uk/citybristol

Undergraduate study website 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study 

 Follow us on Twitter:  
 @ChooseBristolUG

 Become a Bristol VIP to receive  
 information tailored to your interests:  
 bristol.ac.uk/vip 
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