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Dental surgeons work closely with patients and 
must develop a high standard of professional 
responsibility, delivering oral health care to the 
community within a team environment. Dentistry 
is an intellectually stimulating career, based on 
scientific principles. It suits those with excellent 
academic ability and artistic flair who can 
demonstrate manual dexterity and the ability  
to carry out detailed work. 

Bristol’s dentistry course provides a thorough 
grounding in biomedical sciences and clinical skills 
training delivered by highly respected staff. The 
University’s School of Oral and Dental Sciences 
has long been recognised as one of the leading 
dental schools in the UK. The school is part of the 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry and prepares 
undergraduates for the degree of Bachelor 
of Dental Surgery (BDS). We are proud of the 
school’s teaching and research programmes, 
which are delivered by nationally and internationally 
respected clinicians and researchers. You will 
benefit from state-of-the-art facilities, equipped 
in a recent multi-million pound refurbishment 
programme, including fully refurbished clinics, 
laboratories and an eLearning suite.

100
years training dentists at  
Bristol Dental School

I got involved with undergraduate 
teaching and conducted original 
research working alongside internationally 
respected clinicians and scientists 
in a really stimulating and supportive 
environment. 

Sarah 
BDS Dentistry 2009
Clinical Tutor, School of Oral and Dental Sciences, University of Bristol 

Why study dentistry at Bristol?

Students consistently rate Bristol as a one  
of the top dental schools in the UK, praising  
its high-quality teaching and internationally 
recognised research.

bristol.ac.uk/study


bristol.ac.uk /study

In the final years of the course you will work in 
departments under the theme of Advanced Care 
Dentistry. These include Oral Medicine, where 
you will learn the diagnosis and treatment of oral 
disease, and Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery where 
you will learn advanced surgical management of 
disease, of the mouth and jaw. Further orthodontic 
teaching also takes place.

The majority of community-based teaching takes 
place at South Bristol Community Hospital which 
is a brand new, state-of-the-art facility. At this 
hospital dental education is delivered at a site  
of maximum dental healthcare need. You will  
gain experience in paediatric treatment and care  
at the Charlotte Keel Community NHS Health 
Centre in Bristol. 

At the end of year four you will be required to 
undertake a research project at an academic 
institution of your choice, either in Bristol, or 
elsewhere in the UK or abroad. Bristol students 
have visited all parts of the world gaining valuable 
dental knowledge and life experience.

Single Honours course
BDS Dentistry, five years  A206

Year one covers themes in health sciences – 
including anatomy, physiology and biology – to 
ensure an understanding of normal body structure 
and function. There is also early introduction to 
Personal and Professional Development which is a 
vertically integrated, recurring theme that teaches 
dental undergraduates about relevant behavioural 
and social sciences throughout the course. 

From the early stages of the course you will reflect 
on your work and build up a personal portfolio 
which will develop across all disciplines, and 
forms a record of achievement at qualification. 
Bristol is spearheading the development of a 
lifelong portfolio commencing with undergraduate 
professional development and achievement that 
will continue into the Dental Foundation training 
scheme after graduation.

The oral environment is covered in depth in 
years two to four, and includes teaching in Oral 
Anatomy, Histology, Biochemistry, Physiology 
and Oral Disease. This is complemented by units 
in Pathology and Microbiology, which cover 
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What will I study?
the mechanisms of altered body function and 
Pharmacology which covers the non-surgical 
management of disease. Dental Biomaterials 
is another vertically integrated theme which is 
introduced during the second year.

In year two you will be introduced to the themes 
of Dental Skills and Primary Care Dentistry which 
prepare you for dental practice, firstly in the skills 
environment and then in the clinical environment. 
You will treat your first patients in periodontology 
during year two and assist more senior students 
undertaking a range of restorative procedures, 
thus developing your teamwork and clinical 
management skills.

The majority of the clinical component of the 
course takes place in years three to five. Primary 
Care Dentistry encompasses the prevention 
and treatment of dental disease, Restorative 
Dentistry, Child Dental Health (paediatric dentistry 
and orthodontics) and Oral Surgery. Teaching 
takes place both at the dental school site and 
community-based teaching sites. You will see 
patients across the disciplines, practising  
whole-patient care. 

Formal lectures complement the small-group 
teaching which dominates the course. Formative 
assessment takes place throughout the year,  
with end-of-year examinations determining  
your progression to each subsequent year of  
the course. 

£15m
recent refurbishment of  
state-of-the-art teaching and 
learning facilities
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Entrance requirements
Typical offer for BDS Dentistry 
Please visit bristol.ac.uk/ug15-dentistry for 
other qualifications
A-levels AAA (contextual offer AAB†) including 
Chemistry and one other lab-based science, 
preferably Biology. Graduates should offer a 
minimum of BBB at A-level plus 2:1 or above  
in a science subject. Arts graduates holding 
relevant science A-levels at BBB plus 2:1 or 
above will be considered
AS-levels Grade A in Biology if not taken to A-level
IB Diploma 37 points overall (contextual offer 35†) 
with 6, 6, 6 at Higher level including Chemistry and 
another lab-based science, preferably Biology
English Language Profile A*
GCSEs Minimum of five GCSEs at grade A*/A to 
include English Language, Mathematics and two 
science subjects
Selection UCAS or Common Application  
and interview
Part-time study Not available 
Deferred entry Welcomed on application.  
Later deferral not usually accepted
*For details of English language profiles  
please visit bristol.ac.uk/study/
undergraduate/language-requirements 
†For information on contextual offers please 
visit bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/
apply/#typical-contextual-offers

Dentistry is a rewarding profession offering a  
wide choice of careers for the new graduate.  
After dental foundational training, graduates can 
work in private or NHS practices; most dentists will 
see a mixture of both NHS and private patients.

Some graduates work in community clinics or 
hospitals where they can specialise in various 
disciplines such as oral surgery, restorative 
dentistry, paediatric dentistry or orthodontics. 
Dentists are also employed in all branches  
of the armed forces: recruitment talks are given  
by the services during your time on the BDS 
degree course.

Graduates may go on to gain postgraduate 
qualifications, which enable them to undertake 
research at universities and/or teach in a dental 
school. For further careers information please  
visit: www.bda.org.

What are my career prospects? Making your application 
In addition to meeting our academic requirements, 
you must also be able to demonstrate your 
interest, motivation and commitment to dentistry 
by describing the amount and variety of dental 
work experience you have carried out. You should 
provide details of your extracurricular interests and 
other personal achievements, evidence of both 
teamwork and leadership skills, details of voluntary, 
charitable and/or mentoring experiences, paid or 
unpaid work, and any skills that demonstrate your 
dexterity. We select students from our shortlist 
using a system of Multiple Mini Interviews (MMIs). 

All dentistry students are required to undergo 
health screening and a Disclosure and Barring 
Service check prior to starting their course. 
Please refer to our online course finder for 
further information: bristol.ac.uk/study/
undergraduate/2015/dentistry/bds-dentistry.

Further information
School of Oral and Dental Sciences:  
bristol.ac.uk/dental

General Dental Council: www.gdc-uk.org

British Dental Health Foundation:  
www.dentalhealth.org

100% 
of graduates go on to work or  
further study within six months  
of completing their course*
*Destination of Leavers from Higher Education survey 2011/12 
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The information contained in this leaflet is correct at the time of 
printing (June 2014). Courses and facilities are liable to alter  
or be withdrawn at the University’s discretion.

If you need all or part of this 
publication in an alternative format 
please contact Customer Relations 
and Student Marketing
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7019 
Email ug-publications@bristol.ac.uk 

Contacts

Undergraduate Admissions Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 928 7677 
Fax +44 (0)117 331 7391 
Email dent-ug-admissions@bristol.ac.uk

Accommodation Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 954 6640 
Email accom-office@bristol.ac.uk 
bristol.ac.uk/accommodation

Disability Services 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 0444 
Email disability-services@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/disability-services

International Advice and Support 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 8572 
Email os-as@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/international-office

Student Funding Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7972 
Email student-funding@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/studentfunding

University guide to the city of Bristol 
bristol.ac.uk/citybristol

Undergraduate study website 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study 

 Follow us on Twitter:  
 @ChooseBristolUG

 Become a Bristol VIP to receive  
 information tailored to your interests:  
 bristol.ac.uk/vip 
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