
Undergraduate 
Religion and 
Theology

Faculty of Arts



bristol.ac.uk /study

Our Single Honours degree in Religion and 
Theology involves studying some of the world’s 
major religions – Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Chinese religions, Hinduism, and Buddhism – and 
their foundational texts. We also have connections 
with other departments, offering Joint Honours 
degree courses with sociology and philosophy. 

All these courses are modular, lasting three 
years and allow flexibility to either concentrate on 
certain areas or choose units from many areas 
of study. Whichever path you follow, you will find 
that the department has a tradition of intellectual 
innovation, using a range of archaeological, 
historical, linguistic, philosophical, and theological 
approaches. The only commitment asked of you 
is an academic one: belief in the importance of the 
subject and a willingness to pursue it seriously.

Bristol University’s Department of Religion 
and Theology is unparalleled in the UK 
for the diversity of courses it offers across 
the entire religious spectrum. Academic 
staff are experts in their focus areas and 
produce exciting, cutting-edge, and 
peer-respected work through a variety of 
prestigious journals and book publishers. 

Marek  
BA Religion and Theology 2013

Why study religion and theology at Bristol? 
We are a friendly department with nine permanent 
staff; some of our postgraduates also participate 
in undergraduate teaching. And as well as their 
teaching duties, all full-time staff pursue research 
in their area of expertise and publish the results 
in books and journals. In the 2008 Research 
Assessment Exercise, 85% of the department’s 
research was rated internationally significant, 
excellent, or world-leading, with the other 15% 
being of national significance.

96%
of students agree staff are 
enthusiastic about what they  
are teaching (National Student 
Survey 2013)
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Upon successful completion of the first year, 
you enter your second year and take another 
Symposium in Religion and Theology, either 
Approaches to the Study of Religion or Issues 
in the Study of Religion. You will also take four 
optional units, for example Early and Pre-modern 
Christianity; Sacred Scripture and Popular Culture; 
3,000 years of Chinese Religions; and various 
introductory language units. 

Single Honours courses
BA Religion and Theology, three years  V600
BA Philosophy and Theology, three years  VV56
BA Theology and Sociology, three years  VL63

The various religious traditions of the world 
represent significant expressions of cultural values 
and ideas about the meaning of life and death. It 
is not possible to have a mature understanding 
of the past and present state of the world without 
some knowledge of these traditions. Therefore, 
our Single Honours Religion and Theology course 
introduces you to the history, practices, and ideas 
of some of the world’s principal living religions, 
focusing in particular on Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Chinese 
traditions, as well as a significant element on  
the philosophy of religion. 
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What will I study?
By looking at sacred texts, ritual, ethics, sexuality, 
politics, philosophy, history, and law, you will 
consider the diverse ways in which religion  
has informed and still informs the different ways 
that millions of people, both individually and 
collectively, have lived out their lives and continue 
to live out their lives, finding meaning and purpose 
in the process.

In the first year you will do the Symposium in 
Religion and Theology (small discussion group 
focusing on a particular theme or text), either 
Approaches to the Study of Religion or Issues 
in the Study of Religion (both considering key 
questions in the academic investigation of religion) 
which run in alternate years, and Living Religions 
(introducing major world faiths), as well as three 
other modules from a diverse range of options 
(eg, Clash of Religion: Christianity and Islam; 
Philosophy of Religion; Divine Love and Ritual Sex: 
Hindu Paths to Liberation; and various introductory 
language modules).

91%
of students agree staff are good 
at explaining things (National 
Student Survey 2013)
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Entrance requirements
Typical offer for BA Religion and Theology 
Please visit bristol.ac.uk/ug15-religion  
for other qualifications
A-levels ABB (contextual offer BBB†)
IB Diploma 33 points overall (contextual offer 32†) 
with 6, 6, 5 at Higher level 
Access Pass Access to HE Diploma with at least 
30 credits at Distinction and 15 credits at Merit
English Language Profile B*
GCSEs No specific subjects required 
Selection UCAS or Common Application. We may 
interview mature applicants and applicants with 
non-standard qualifications
Part-time study Not available 
Deferred entry Welcomed
*For details of English language profiles  
please visit bristol.ac.uk/study/
undergraduate/language-requirements 
†For information on contextual offers please 
visit bristol.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/
apply/#typical-contextual-offers

Employers place great value on the transferable 
skills that religion and theology graduates  
offer. These include the ability to think critically, 
write fluently, and appreciate ideas and  
opinions different to their own. Recent graduates 
have gone on to enter varied fields such as 
teaching, international development, law, social 
work and business. 

Alternatively, there is the possibility of postgraduate 
study on our full-time (one year) and part-time 
(two years) MA and MPhil programmes. Research 
work at MLitt/PhD level can also be undertaken 
full time (three years) or part time (six years). The 
department also hosts two highly active research 
centres: the Centre for Buddhist Studies and the 
Centre for Christianity and Culture. 

What are my career prospects? Making your application 
All candidates are judged according to the 
following categories:
• academic potential
• enthusiasm for and commitment to the subject
• self-motivation and management
• communication skills
• responses to challenges faced.

Taking a degree in religion and theology at Bristol 
does not require you to be religious. In fact, staff 
and students in the department are rather diverse 
in that regard. Whether you have a religious 
commitment or not, you are very welcome.

What is expected of applicants is a genuine 
fascination with the religious ideas of humanity 
and their role in framing people’s lives, past and 
present, including religious literature, art, music, 
politics, philosophy and ethics.

If you are applying, you should familiarise yourself 
with the kinds of issues studied in religion and 
theology at university level and show this in your 
application. If some time has elapsed since you 
gained relevant qualifications (eg A-levels), we may 
invite you to interview. 

Further information 
Department of Religion and Theology:  
bristol.ac.uk/religion

Top 5
Bristol is one of the top 5 
universities targeted by the  
largest number of leading  
graduate employers*
*The Graduate Market in 2014 - High Fliers Research
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The information contained in this leaflet is correct at the time of 
printing (June 2014). Courses and facilities are liable to alter  
or be withdrawn at the University’s discretion.

If you need all or part of this 
publication in an alternative format 
please contact Customer Relations 
and Student Marketing
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7019 
Email ug-publications@bristol.ac.uk 

Contacts

Undergraduate Admissions Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 928 8147 
Fax +44 (0)117 331 7391 
Email arts-ug-admissions@bristol.ac.uk

Accommodation Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 954 6640 
Email accom-office@bristol.ac.uk 
bristol.ac.uk/accommodation

Disability Services 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 0444 
Email disability-services@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/disability-services

International Advice and Support 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 8572 
Email os-as@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/international-office

Student Funding Office 
Tel +44 (0)117 331 7972 
Email student-funding@bristol.ac.uk  
bristol.ac.uk/studentfunding

University guide to the city of Bristol 
bristol.ac.uk/citybristol

Undergraduate study website 
bristol.ac.uk/ug-study 

 Follow us on Twitter:  
 @ChooseBristolUG

 Become a Bristol VIP to receive  
 information tailored to your interests:  
 bristol.ac.uk/vip 
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