
Year 3 SSC on Primary Care in Special Settings 2014
Background
This SSC will look at the Primary Care needs of three vulnerable groups of patients with special needs: Homeless People, Asylum Seekers and Prisoners. Primary Care Services have been set up in the last few years nationally, and locally by NHS Bristol, specifically to serve the requirements of asylum seekers and homeless people, whose needs were not being met by standard General Practices. Prison medical services were outside the remit of the NHS until the last few years, when they were integrated in order to try to ensure the same quality of service.

A few Bristol medical students have previously had the opportunity in Year 3 and 4 SSCs to experience general practice in one of these three special settings. In the last three years we have expanded the format, to include central University teaching exploring some of the key underlying topics, such as deprivation and addictions. Students will continue to have a clinical placement in one of the settings, as well as learning about all three.
Aims of the SSC
1. Learn about Primary Care services for Homeless People, Asylum Seekers and Prisoners
2. Undertake a clinical placement in one of these settings

3. Explore some of the specific health needs of these patients

4. Develop confidence in undertaking consultations with these patients

5. Undertake a case study of one or two patients and explore the literature relating to aspects of their health care.
Clinical Placements
Approximately two weeks will be spent on a clinical placement at one of the settings

1. Homeless Service based at the Compass Centre on Jamaica Street (two students)

2. Asylum Service based at Bristol Community Health (two students)
3. Prison Service based at Eastwood Park Women’s Prison, South Glos (two students), Leyhill Open Prison, South Glos (two students), Bristol Prison –General Male Prison (two students)
You will have the opportunity to sit in with GPs and nurses consulting with patients, and go on visits to associated services. You will interview some patients individually, and this will form the basis for the case study, that will form the main part of the assessment.
Central Teaching Sessions

The central teaching sessions will be for all the students undertaking the SSC. They will be lead by Dr David Memel, Senior Teaching Fellow in Primary Care, who is in overall charge of the SSC, and the medical and other staff working at the three placement centres. They will include interactive seminars.
1. Introduction, Epidemiology of Deprivation: half day
2. Prison Service: 1 full day including a tour of facilities at one of the prisons 
3. Homeless Service: 1 full day: Compass Centre
4. Asylum Service: 1 full day
5. Addictions: half day
6. Final session: Student presentations and course evaluation: half day
Assessment
You will do a written report, following the standard format for Year 3 SSCs. This will allow reflection on the whole placement, but the majority of the report will be based on a case study of one or two patients that you interview (with their written consent) during your clinical placement. You will explore the literature related to aspects of their health needs or health care, and discuss ways in which their situation might be improved.
Together with colleagues doing the same clinical placement, you will do a presentation on the final day based on aspects of your experience and case studies. You will receive feedback on this, but it will not formally contribute to your mark. 
Interested?
To apply to do this SSC please write 150 words on “Why I would like to do the SSC on “Primary Care in Special Settings”, and send it to the course administrator, Stephanie Burke phc-teaching@bristol.ac.uk. Specify your first and second choice for clinical placement (Prison, Homeless People or Asylum Seekers). If you choose a prison placement, specify  if there is a specific prison where you would like to go. We will do our best to accommodate your needs.
Any queries contact david.memel@bristol.ac.uk 

There are only 10 places available, so early application is advisable.
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