
land to have been 

awarded funding; each 

BRC will host the de-

velopment of new, 

ground-breaking treat-

ments, diagnostics, pre-

vention and care for 

patients in a wide range 

of diseases like cancer 

and dementia. 

University Hospitals 

Bristol NHS Founda-

tion Trust, in partner-

ship with the Universi-

ty of Bristol, has been 

awarded £21.8M over 

five years by the Na-

tional Institute for 

Health Research 

(NIHR) to fund cutting

-edge research. The 

Biomedical Research 

Centre (BRC) will 

come into being in 

April 2017 and will 

allow the two existing 

Biomedical Research 

Units (BRUs) to con-

tinue the world class 

research they have been 

carrying out in the areas 

of Cardiovascular Dis-

ease and Nutrition, Diet 

and Lifestyle.  Alongside 

this UH Bristol have 

been funded in three 

new themes – Surgical 

Innovation, Mental 

Health and Perinatal and 

Reproduc-

tive Medi-

cine.  The 

partnership 

is one of 20 

NHS and 

university 

partnerships 

across Eng-
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its delivery by the Fac-

ulties and Schools with 

support from the Re-

search and Enterprise 

Development team.  

Professor Iredale, Pro 

Vice-Chancellor for 

Health, has created a 

new Health Research 

Strategy Committee 

with broad member-

ship across the Facul-

ties of Health and Bio-

medical Sciences in-

cluding Deans, Faculty 

Research Directors, 

Heads of Schools and 

the Elizabeth Blackwell 

Institute. The commit-

tee will be chaired by 

the new Director of 

Research for Health, 

Professor Jeremy Tava-

ré. The Committee will 

debate and develop a 

unified health research 

and innovation strategy 

across the two faculties 

and take an overview of 

Health Research Strategy Committee  

https://www.facebook.com/bristolneuroscience
https://twitter.com/bristolneurosci
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/
mailto:b-n@bristol.ac.uk
http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/persons/jeremy-m-tavare(5cf31d80-bb5d-4257-b5fd-4bb0eb958c9c).html
http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/persons/jeremy-m-tavare(5cf31d80-bb5d-4257-b5fd-4bb0eb958c9c).html


9th International Neuroscience and Biological Psychiatry Conference 

27 October 2016, 9.00 - 17.00. Guangdong Ocean University, Zhanjiang, Chi-

na 

 

Astroglia in control of the central noradrenergic system 

31 October 2016, 13.00 -  14.00. Anja Teschemacher (UoB), E29 Biomedical 

Sciences Building 

 

Applying for a Fellowship, Medical Faculties 

1 November 2016, 10.00 - 13.00. Room 4.10, Helen Wodehouse Building, 35 

Berkeley Square 

 

NIHR grant workshop 

2 November 2016, 10.00 - 16.00. Simon Goodwin (RfPB Programme Manag-

er for the South West), Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, Wonford 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Cancer Research UK 

2 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Tamsin Ashton (Research Engagement 

Manager, CRUK) and Richard Oakley (Senior Research Funding Manager, 

CRUK), LT1 Chemistry Building 

 

Statistics Clinic - 2 November 2016 

2 November 2016, 14.00 - 15.30. School of Mathematics SM4 

 

Artificial Minds Reading Group: 2 November 2016 

2 November 2016, 15.00 - 17.00. Philosophy Library, Cotham House  

 

Ammar Al-Chalabi ,  Professor of Neurology and Complex Disease Genetics, 

Director King's MND Care and Research Centre  

3 November 2016, 16.00 - 17.00. Ammar Al-Chalabi (King's College London) 

 

The Noradrenergic Locus Coeruleus in Pain: a Double Edged Sword 

7 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Esther Berrocoso (University of Cádiz), 

E29, Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

GW4 Crucible – Healthy Living 

7 November 2016 

 

International Neuroscience and Biological Psychiatry ISBS Symposium 

9 November 2016, 9.00 - 17.00. San Diego, California, USA 

 

Beyond the glass ceiling 

9 November 2016, 10.15 - 17.00. Profs John Iredale and Jane Norman, The 

Studio, Birmingham 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Industry 
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Top to bottom: Anja 

Teschemacher, Senior Lec-

turer; Amar El-Chalabi; Es-

ther Berrocoso, Neuropsy-

chopharmacology and Psy-

chobiology Research Group; 

Prof Jane Norman FMedSci  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/9th-international-neuroscience-and-biological-psychiatry-conference.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/astroglia-in-control-of-the-central-noradrenergic-system.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/applying-for-a-fellowship-medical-faculties.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/nihr-grant-workshop.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-cancer-research-uk.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/statistics-clinic---2-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/artificial-minds-reading-group--2-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/ammar-al-chalabi-kcl.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/the-noradrenergic-locus-coeruleus-in-pain.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/gw4-crucible--healthy-living.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/international-neuroscience-and-biological-psychiatry-isbs-symposium.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/beyond-the-glass-ceiling.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-industry.html
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9 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. LT2 Chemistry Building 

Artificial Minds Reading Group: 9 November 2016 

9 November 2016, 15.00 - 17.00. Philosophy Library, Cotham House  

 

Clinical and scientific advances in complex regional pain syndrome 

10 November 2016, 9.30 - 17.00. Bailbrook House Hotel, Bath 

 

Heparan sulfates: dynamic master regulators in the glycocalyx 

11 November 2016, 12.00 - 13.00. Prof Jerry Turnbull (University of Liver-

pool), Lecture Theatre B, Dorothy Hodgkin Building 

 

The hunting of the Src's role in hyperalgesia and morphine tolerance 

14 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Tim Hales (University of Dundee), E29 

Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Phase contrast: a different approach to the use of x-ray imaging for biomedi-

cal applications 

15 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Prof Alessandro Olivo (University Col-

lege London) 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Scientific Sales and Marketing 

16 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Rohit Chitnis (Sales Specialist, Ther-

moFisher) and Sanneke Kottier (Sales Representative, ThermoFisher), E29 

Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Statistics Clinic - 16 November 2016 

16 November 2016, 14.00 - 15.30. School of Mathematics SM3 

 
Brigstow @ the Botanic Garden 

16 November 2016, 14.00 - 17.00. Botanic Garden, Bristol 

 

Artificial Minds Reading Group: 16 November 2016 

16 November 2016, 15.00 - 17.00. Philosophy Library, Cotham House 

 

Feel It Festival: Exploring Pain & Breath through Performance 

17 - 20 November 2016. St Paul's Church, Bristol 

 

8th Annual 'Research, Audit & Quality Improvement' Day 

18 November 2016, 9.00 AM - 17.00. Engineers' House, Clifton 

 

Pivotal cardiovascular homeostatic role for C-type natriuretic peptide 

21 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Adrian Hobbs (Queen Mary University of 

London), E29 Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Identifying pathogenic T and B cells in multiple sclerosis 

22 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Dr John Curnow (University of Birming-

ham) 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Publishing and Editing 

 

From top: Jerry Turnbull, 

Tim Hales, Allesandro Olivo 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/artificial-minds-reading-group--9-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/clinical-and-scientific-advances-in-complex-regional-pain-syndrome.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/heparan-sulfates-dynamic-master-regulators-in-the-glycocalyx.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/the-hunting-of-the-srcs-role-.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/phase-contrast.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/phase-contrast.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-scientific-sales-and-marketing.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/statistics-clinic---16-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/brigstow--the-botanic-garden.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/artificial-minds-reading-group--16-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/feel-it-festival.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/8th-annual-research-audit--quality-improvement-day.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/pivotal-cardiovascular-homeostatic-role-.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/identifying-pathogenic-t-and-b-cells-in-multiple-sclerosis.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-publishing-and-editing.html


23 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Natasha Bray (Associate Editor, Nature 

Reviews –Neuroscience), E29 Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Elizabeth Blackwell Institute Biomedical and Health Research Industry Day 

24 November 2016, 9.00 - 16.00. Wills Memorial Building 

 

Cabot Institute Annual Lecture 2016: Ideas to change the world 

25 November 2016, 18.00 - 19.45. Prof Tom Scott (Transforming our Ener-

gy), Dr Eric Morgan (Resilient and sustainable livestock) Prof Keri Facer 

(Connected Communities), Great Hall, Wills Memorial Building 

 

Clocks, Exercise, and Mental Health 

28 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Hugh Piggins (University of Manchester), 

E29, Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

University Hospitals Bristol Research Showcase 

30 November 2016, 9.30 - 15.30. LT1, UH Bristol Education and Research 

Centre 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Clinical Research 

30 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Jason Parker (Senior Director of Technol-

ogy, Quintiles) and Louise Peverley (Clinical Research Associate, PPD Win-

chester), E29 Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Statistics Clinic - 30 November 2016 

30 November 2016, 14.00 - 15.30. School of Mathematics SM3 

 

Early Career Researchers' event / Annual Symposium and Stephen Frankel 

Lecture 2016 

1 December 2016, 9:00 - 17.00. Engineers' House, Clifton Down 

 

10th International Neuroscience and Biological Psychiatry Conference 

1 - 3 December 2016, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 

Vascular Biology: Past, present and future 

2 December 2016, 9.00 - 18.00. Wills Hall 

 

Neural dynamics in the motor system during movement, sleep and brain-

control training 

5 December 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Andrew Jackson (University of Newcastle), 

E29 Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

PI3kinase and platelet hyperactivity 

12 December 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Ingeborg Hers (UoB), E29, Biomedical Sci-

ences Building 

 

Statistics Clinic - 14 December 2016 

14 December 2016, 14.00 - 15.30. School of Mathematics SM3 
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T-B: Natasha Bray; Keri Facer, 

Prof of Educational & Social 

Futures; Andrew Jackson, WT 

Senior Research Fellow; Inge-

borg Hers, Reader in Pharma-

cology and Cell Signalling  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/ebi-biomedical-and-health-research-industry-day.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/annual-lecture-2016-ideas-to-change-the-world.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/clocks-exercise-and-mental-health.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/university-hospitals-bristol-research-showcase.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-clinical-research.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/statistics-clinic---30-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/ecrsymposiumstephen-frankel-lecture-2016.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/ecrsymposiumstephen-frankel-lecture-2016.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/10th-international-neuroscience-and-biological-psychiatry-conference.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/festschrift-prof-andrew-newby.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/neural-dynamics-in-the-motor-system.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/neural-dynamics-in-the-motor-system.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/pi3kinase-and-platelet-hyperactivity.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2016/statistics-clinic---14-dec.html
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4th Caribbean Biomedical Research Days 

16 - 18 January 2017, St. Lucia 

 

Cannabis use across the EU: a ticket to Psychosis? & How does one prove a 

putatative cause of schizophrenia when there is no animal model? 

2 February 2017, 12.30 - 13.30. Prof Sir Robin Murray and Dr Marta Di Forti 

(King's College London), OS6 Oakfield House 

 

Excellence in Medicine Day 

24 February 2017, 10.00 - 16.30. Wills Memorial Hall 

 

ECNP Workshop on Neuropsychopharmacology for Junior Scientists in Eu-

rope 

9 March 2017, 9.30 - 17.00. Keynote: Heidi Johansen Berg (University of Ox-

ford), Nice, France 

 

 

The Bristol Neuroscience 

festival, organised by the 

University of Bristol with 

support from the Eliza-

beth Blackwell Institute, 

has won the STEM event 

of the Year award. This 

award recognises an ex-

cellent science, technolo-

gy, engineering and maths 

(STEM) enrichment activi-

ty which is run and/or sub-

stantially supported by 

STEM Ambassadors, and is 

awarded by Graphic Sci-

ence, a communications 

and education consultan-

cy specialising in taking 

these subjects to a varie-

ty of audiences. 

 

Many congratulations to 

the organising team! 

Award for Neuroscience Festival 

From top: Prof Sir Robin 

Murray; Dr Marta di Forti; 

Heidi Johansen-Berg 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2017/4th-caribbean-biomedical-research-days.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2017/psychosis-and-schizophrenia.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2017/psychosis-and-schizophrenia.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2017/excellence-in-medicine-day.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2017/ecnp-workshop-on-neuropsychopharmacology.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/events/diary/2017/ecnp-workshop-on-neuropsychopharmacology.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/bnf/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/bnf/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/
http://www.graphicscience.co.uk/
http://www.graphicscience.co.uk/
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Reader in Cognitive 

Neurophysiology Dr 

Matt Jones has been 

awarded a £1.4M Well-

come Trust Senior Fel-

lowship entitled Decod-

ing neural assemblies 

over multiple brain re-

gions, extended experi-

ence and sleep-wake cy-

cles. 
 

Professor of Neuro-

science Richard Apps 

(PI) with Co-Res PI Dr 

Nadia Cerminara 

(Research Fellow) have 

been awarded a three-

year £476k BBSRC 

grant entitled Back to 

front: importance of cere-

bro-cerebellar interac-

tions in goal-directed be-

haviour alongside indus-

trial partner Takeda, 

based in Cambridge.   
 

Professor of Sys-

tems Neuroscience 

Bridget Lumb (PI) with 

co-applicants Dr Rob-

bie Drake (Senior Re-

search Associate), Prof 

Richard Apps and Dr 

Tony Pickering (Reader 

in Neuroscience) have 

been awarded a 2.5 

year £400k MRC grant 

entitled Contributions of 

prefrontal cortex mid-

brain interactions to 

chronic pain.  
 

Professor of Molecu-

lar Pharmacology 

Eamonn Kelly (PI) with 

co-applicants Prof 

Graeme Henderson 

(Pharmacology) and Dr 

Kate Heesom 

(Proteomics Facility) 

and Dr Bengt von 

Mentzer and Prof Da-

vid Kendall from 

Pharmnovo AB 

(Industrial Partner) 

have been awarded a 3-

year MRC grant of 

£488,174 entitled MI-

CA:Defining G protein- 

and arrestin-dependent 

signalling pathways of 

biased DOPr agonists 

and the relevance to their 

in vivo effects.     
 

Sarah Barrett (MSci 

in Pharmacology at 

Bristol) has been 

awarded a PhD stu-

dentship by the Society 

for Addiction to work 

with Dr Emma Robin-

son and Professor 

Graeme Henderson. 
 

Lecturer in Social 

and Community 

Medicine Dr Lindsey 

Sinclair was awarded 

£9871 for a year pro-

ject from Mason Medi-

cal Research Founda-

tion: The relationship 

between Alzheimer's dis-

ease, visual hallucina-

tions, lewy body patholo-

gy and decreased occipi-

tal lobe perfusion.  
 

Reader in Epidemi-

ology Dr Nicola Wiles 

received £162,237 for 

four years from NIHR 

HTA,: ANTLER Antide-

pressants to prevent re-

lapse in depression.  
 

Gestetner Professor 

of Translational De-

mentia Pat Kehoe is a 

named collaborator (no 

funding associated) on 

a recently funded 

US$3,352,238 NIH R01 

led by Emory Universi-

ty to explore dietary 

and vascular mediated 

inflammation of the 

brain, its role in cogni-

tion and dementia and 

potential for interven-

tion by modulation of 

the renin angiotensin 

system. 
 

Pat has also received a 

US$300k award from 

the Bright Focus Foun-

dation for a proof of 

concept study for Ex-

ploring ACE-2 as a novel 

therapeutic target for 

Alzheimer's disease. If 

that wasn’t enough, 

Alzheimer's Brain Bank 

UK provided him with 

£276k for Brains for De-

mentia Research: Com-

prehensive Assessment 

Database (BDR-CAD) 

development and provi-

sion for BDR which will 

deliver an expansion to 

their bespoke real-time 

data capture application 

used to support partici-

pant interviews in the 

ABBUK-funded Brains 

for Dementia Research 

(BDR) project and for 

its roll out and adop-

tion in all 6 Centres 

involved in the BDR. 

Funding Successes Part I 

From top: Mat Jones, Bridget Lumb, Eamonn Kelly, Lindsey Sinclair, Nicola Wiles and Pat Kehoe 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/matt-w-jones/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/richard-apps/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/phys-pharm/people/nadia-l-cerminara/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/bridget-m-lumb/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/richard-apps/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/tony-e-pickering/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/phys-pharm/people/eamonn-p-kelly/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/graeme-henderson/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biomedical-sciences/research/facilities/proteomics/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/lindsey-i-sinclair/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/lindsey-i-sinclair/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/nicola-j-wiles/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/patrick-g-kehoe/overview.html
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two more years at least 

and during this time we 

will be eligible to apply 

to each and every call 

under Horizon 2020. 
 

If the UK does eventual-

ly withdraw from the 

EU then there is a pos-

sibility that we will have 

negotiated associated 

status to H2020, like 

other countries such as 

Norway and Israel. Uni-

versities UK will be 

leading discussions 

around this with the 

government, and Bristol 

will be fully engaged 

with this process as well 

as via the Russell 

Following the result 

of the referendum on 

23 June 2016, the In-

ternational Team in 

Research Develop-

ment wish to confirm 

that there will be no 

immediate impact 

with regards to Hori-

zon 2020 funding. All 

existing grants will 

continue to run as 

normal and anything 

currently under sub-

mission or in the 

granting process will 

also continue as nor-

mal. As many of you 

will have read, we will 

continue to be an EU 

member state for 

Group. If no agreement 

can be reached then 

this would likely mean 

the UK could no longer 

access H2020 funding 

but this would not 

come into effect until 

October 2018 at the 

earliest, based on cur-

rent predictions. 
 

In summary, in the 

short term it is very 

much business as usual 

and we would encour-

age everyone to contin-

ue to apply. If anyone 

has any concerns or 

questions, please do 

contact the EU and 

overseas team. 

European Research Council Funding 

MRC-KHIDI UK-Korea Partnering Award 

Seoul National Univer-

sity Hospital. 
 

The overarching aim of 

the UK-Korea Partner-

ing Awards scheme is 

to provide resources 

to biomedical and 

health researchers in 

the UK and Korea that 

will allow them to 

forge long-term collab-

orations. The Bristol 

team includes Profs 

Stafford Lightman, 

Richard Coward and 

The Medical Research 

Council (MRC) and 

the Korea Health In-

dustry Development 

Institute (KHIDI) have 

awarded £10k for the 

UK-Korea Partnering 

Awards scheme to 

Chair of Neuroscience 

(Royal Society 

Wolfson Research 

Merit Award Holder) 

Prof Kei Cho and Prof  

Hyung-Jin Yoon, De-

partment of Biomedi-

cal Engineering at 

Risto Kauppinen and 

Drs Liz Coulthard and  

Daniel Whitcomb.  

 

 

We will aim to create a 

multidisciplinary and 

innovative research 

platform through a 

‘Forum’ which will focus 

on ‘Smart challenge of 

ageing’ framework of 

research and applica-

tion, seeking potential 

solutions for translation 

and treatment 

Bioinformatics  

matics expertise is avail-

able through Dr Ste-

phen Cross, Research 

Assistant in Imaging, 

who has been in place 

since Feb 2016 thanks 

A new bioinformatics 

group has been created 

(led by Tom Williams) 

and a dedicated semi-

nar series and wiki are 

being set up. Bioinfor-

to funding by the EBI. 

The post, based at the 

Wolfson Bioimaging 

Facility, is for two 

years, and it is anticipat-

ed that it will have a 

demonstrable 

impact on re-

search. 

https://erc.europa.eu/glossary/term/224
https://erc.europa.eu/glossary/term/224
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/news/eu-referendum-result/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/news/eu-referendum-result/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/stafford-l-lightman/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/richard-j-coward/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/kei-cho/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/expsych/people/risto-a-kauppinen/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/liz-j-coulthard/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/daniel-whitcomb/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/wolfson-bioimaging/access/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/wolfson-bioimaging/access/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/earthsciences/people/tom-williams/index.html


sion. 
 

A BBSRC-funded study-

has found that the ac-

tion of mineralocorti-

coid receptors (MRs) at 

the neuronal genome 

cannot be predicted 

based solely on recep-

tor occupancy by gluco-

corticoid hormone. As 

a result the concept on 

tonic and feedback ac-

tion, which over the 

past few decades has 

been cited in textbooks, 

may require some ad-

justment. 
 

Prof Hans Reul togeth-

er with Dr Karen 

Mifsud investigated the 

actual binding of MRs 

It is thought that dis-

turbances in the action 

of stress hormones 

play a key role in caus-

ing mental disorders, 

like major depression 

and post-traumatic 

stress disorder 

(PTSD). Learning to 

cope with stressful 

events is known to re-

quire changes in the 

expression of genes in 

the hippocampus. Such 

changes in gene ex-

pression are brought 

about by stress-

induced glucocorticoid 

hormones acting via 

receptors that can di-

rectly bind to genes 

and alter their expres-

and glucocorticoid re-

ceptors (GRs) to genes 

in the hippocampus 

after stress. They 

found the binding of 

MRs to genes was not 

constantly high but ac-

tually low under non-

stress conditions and 

increased substantially 

after stress. GRs, how-

ever, followed the ex-

pectation that binding 

to target genes would 

be minimal under base-

line conditions and in-

crease dramatically af-

ter stress following the 

GR binding profile to 

glucocorticoids.  
 

More info... 

Stress hormone effects on the brain 
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Bats have excellent spa-

tial memory and navi-

gate with ease to im-

portant locations in-

cluding roosts and for-

aging grounds. Research 

conducted by Dr Marc 

Holderied and col-

leagues suggests they 

use echolocation to ob-

serve and remember 

templates to help form 

a cognitive map of their 

environment. They pro-

posed that template-

based place recognition 

might underlie sonar-

based navigation, mean-

ing the animals recog-

nise places by remem-

bering their echo signa-

ture, rather than their 

three-dimensional (3D) 

layout. To test this they 

built an 'artificial bat' 

which contained ultra-

sonic microphones and 

an ultrasonic speaker 

acting as ears and a 

mouth. The team then 

assessed the templates 

from the data and found 

that the echoes return-

ing from each place 

were unique enough for 

them to be used to rec-

ognise the location. 

 

More info... 

Echo templates aid mental mapping in bats 

Dr Steve Fitzjohn 

(pictured top left in his 

finery), Teaching Fellow 

in Pharmacology, was 

awarded the Students’ 

Award for Outstanding 

Teaching (Biomedical 

Sciences) at the Bristol 

Teaching Awards. Dr 

Daniel Whitcomb 

(pictured bottom left), 

Lecturer in Translation-

al Neuroscience, won 

the accolade for Health 

Sciences. They both at-

tended an Awards din-

ner on 7 June 2016 in 

Wills Hall where they 

were presented with 

their prizes. 

Students’ Awards for Outstanding Teaching  

Bat without a cave © 

Vanderelst et al., eLife 

2016  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/hans-m-reul/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/karen-r-mifsud/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/karen-r-mifsud/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/september/stress-hormones.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biology/people/marc-w-holderied/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biology/people/marc-w-holderied/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/august/bat-echo-mapping.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/daniel-whitcomb/index.html
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Funding from the latest 

round include a grant to 

Cardiff lead Derek 

Jones to create Research 

Working Group on Brain 

Injury, with Bristol col-

laborator Martin Bun-

nage, Clinical Neuropsy-

chologist and Senior 

GW4 has invested an 

additional £350k into 

its Building Communi-

ties programme, fund-

ing 11 new research 

communities. The pro-

gramme aims to estab-

lish new, high-quality 

research communities 

and to help existing 

collaborations build on 

their work and secure 

long-term sustainable 

funding. 

Lecturer in Experi-

mental Psychology 

(pictured right).  

GW4 Building Communities 

Translational Biomedical Research Centre 

or to test novel drugs 

and stem cells. 
 

TBRC will use experi-

mental models highly 

relevant to human dis-

ease and anatomy to 

test approaches, devic-

es or therapies in a 

state-of-the art animal 

hospital theatre oper-

ating at NHS stand-

ards. Results of any 

interventions will be 

tracked in living ani-

mals using scanners, 

which will allow re-

searchers to develop 

new treatments and 

interventions whilst 

reducing the number 

of animals needed as 

they are able to moni-

tor animals over time. 

During and after treat-

ments animals will be 

treated by specialists 

who will ensure the 

highest standards of 

animal welfare and re-

producibility of the 

The TBRC is a new 

national centre unique 

in Europe. On 9 June 

2016 the £6.2M Cen-

tre, funded by UoB, 

MRC and BHF, was 

opened by MRC Chief 

Science Officer Dr 

Declan Mulkeen and 

BHF Medical Director 

Prof Peter Weissberg. 
 

Translational medicine 

takes in vitro lab sci-

ence and aims to 

prove it has positive 

effects on a whole or-

ganism. Prior to hu-

man trials, new discov-

eries are tested in ani-

mals to ensure safety 

and beneficial health 

outcomes, e.g. to test 

new medical devices 

such as heart valves, 

vascular stents, joint 

replacement prosthe-

ses, instrumentation 

used for key-hole sur-

gery, devices to deliver 

new drugs in patients 

procedures.  
 

The centre will also 

have a bio-bank on site 

which will reduce the 

future need for animal 

tissue samples.  
 

TBRC will operate un-

der the One Health 

concept that recognis-

es the health of hu-

mans is connected to 

the health of animals 

and the environment, 

meaning that some re-

search could benefit 

animals in equal meas-

ure. Veterinary clini-

cians will develop new 

methods to treat ani-

mals, which often 

could be as simple as 

adapting treatments 

already established in 

humans. 
 

For further infor-

mation, a meeting or a 

tour of the facility, 

contact 

tbrc@bristol.ac.uk. 

http://gw4.ac.uk/
http://gw4.ac.uk/building-communities/
http://gw4.ac.uk/building-communities/
mailto:tbrc@bristol.ac.uk


behavior. Drs Neil Da-

vies and Kyla Thomas 

described the current 

evidence regarding the 

causal relationship be-

tween varenicline and 

patient safety in Addic-

tion, arguing that these 

neuropsychiatric signals 

were due to those peo-

ple prescribed vare-

nicline being at higher 

risk of adverse 

In 2005 varenicline was 

released as the first 

oral drug to aid with 

quitting smoking since 

bupropion in 1997. In 

2009 the US Federal 

Drug Administration 

put a warning on it, 

following concerns 

over its neuropsychiat-

ric safety and reports 

that some users were 

experiencing suicidal 

events even before 

treatment. Recently-

published trials and 

studies based on data 

analysis provided evi-

dence the drug does 

not cause adverse neu-

ropsychiatric events, 

causing the European 

Medicines Agency to 

lift its warning in April 

this year.  

More info... 

Call for FDA to remove warning on varenicline 
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PhD student Ilse Daly 

from the Ecology of 

Vision research group, 

found the  eye-rolling 

behaviour of mantis 

shrimp helps them see 

the world around 

them. Mantis shrimp 

are able to see the po-

larization of light, and 

by rolling their eyes 

they actively improve 

the polarization con-

trast of objects in their 

marine environment. 
 

The visual world of the 

mantis shrimp is stag-

geringly complex; they 

can use 12 different 

colour channels 

(humans use only 

three), and can see the 

polarization of light. 

Add to that the ability 

to actively enhance 

their vision using eye 

movements and there 

are exciting implica-

tions for robotics. 

An automated visual 

system that can mimic 

the mantis shrimp eye 

could provide a low-

power, high-

performance piece of 

technology, with appli-

cations ranging from 

underwater explora-

tion to materials analy-

sis. 

More info... 

Mantis shrimp and eye rolling 

Image © Michael Bok, 

University of Lund  

malities are also often 

found in combination 

with other dementing 

diseases such as Alzhei-

mer’s, and the contribu-

tion of different vascu-

lar abnormalities to 

cognitive impairment 

was difficult to quantify. 

A team of neuropa-

thologists led by the 

Dementia Research 

Group has developed a 

set of Vascular Cogni-

tive Impairment Neuro-

Confirmation of the 

clinical diagnosis of 

most diseases that 

cause dementia de-

pends on post-mortem 

examination of the 

brain. The finding of 

tissue damaged by im-

paired blood supply, or 

of widespread harden-

ing of the arteries sug-

gests that the cognitive 

impairment was caused 

by vascular disease. 

However, these abnor-

pathology guidelines 

(VCING) for assessing 

vascular pathologies in 

post-mortem brain tis-

sue through the identi-

fication of a set of neu-

ropathological deter-

minants that can re-

producibly be used to 

assign a low, interme-

diate or high likelihood 

that vascular disease 

contributed to cogni-

tive impairment.   

More info... 

Post-mortem Assessment Guidelines for VCI 

http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/neil-m-davies/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/neil-m-davies/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/kyla-h-thomas/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/september/fda-varenicline-warning.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biology/people/ilse-m-daly/index.html
http://www.ecologyofvision.com/
http://www.ecologyofvision.com/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/july/mantis-shrimp.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/research/neurosciences/research/dementia/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/research/neurosciences/research/dementia/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/september/vci.html
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Public Engagement 

gage conference, as 

well as externally 

with other universi-

ties and engagement 

practitioners 

 Co-ordinating a 

programme of grant

-funded innovative 

engagement activi-

ties 

 Ensuring engage-

ment and impact 

are recognised and 

embedded in Uni-

versity structures 

and processes 
 

Public engagement is 

an exciting and re-

warding part of re-

search, working out 

how best to communi-

cate the ideas from 

research to stakehold-

The Public Engagement 

team supports and 

promotes engagement 

beyond academia at 

UoB. They offer the 

following: 
 

 Advice on develop-

ing engagement ac-

tivities 

 Help with funding 

applications for en-

gagement, including 

as a route to impact 

in research grants 

 Delivering teaching 

and training on en-

gagement and im-

pact 

 Enabling sharing of 

good practice inter-

nally through an 

engagers’ network 

and our annual En-

ers, in ways that will 

help change lives for 

the better. The team is 

available to help re-

searchers disseminate 

their work to the wid-

er community, assist in 

finding partners in in-

dustry, policy, 

healthcare etc., and 

provide support in 

achieving greater im-

pact, both at grant ap-

plication and reporting 

stages.  

The UK Clinical Trials Gateway 

remains the chosen NIHR plat-

form for providing patients and 

the public with information 

about clinical research studies 

taking place in the UK. 
 

In the new Find a Clinical Re-

search Study app, you can 

search by:  

 CPMS Study ID, IRAS ID, 

MRec, EUdraCT 

 Study title or short name 

 Research summary or inclu-

sion/exclusion criteria key-

words 
 

Other search values include: 

 Study design 

 Open to new sites 

 Eligibility 

 Study Status 

 Phase 

 Specialties/sub specialties 
 

The major difference between 

Find a Study v2 and its prede-

cessor is that this version no 

longer features a “map 

search” function. This will be 

re-established at a later date, 

with other enhancements 

where appropriate. 
 

If you have any questions or 

suggestions concerning the 

new app, contact 

ODP@nihr.ac.uk 

The Clinical Research Network 

Business Intelligence team has 

launched a new version of the 

public Open Data Platform Find 

a Clinical Research Study app.  
 

The purpose of this app is to 

provide a tool for clinical re-

search professionals to search 

for CRN Portfolio studies using 

specific parameters, such as 

specialty or study design. The 

search results then enable the 

user to view a publicly availa-

ble, one-page summary of in-

formation about each study. 

The app can be downloaded 

online.  
 

Find a Clinical Research Study App 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ODP@nihr.ac.uk
http://public-odp.nihr.ac.uk/
http://public-odp.nihr.ac.uk/


ordinate body move-

ments and underpins 

parkinsonism. The re-

searchers were able to 

pinpoint the role of a 

mutation in the VPS26A 

gene, which is known to 

be linked to parkinson-

ism. The results reveal 

that the VPS26 muta-

tion cannot bind the 

cargo adaptor, SNX27, 

which impairs the cell's 

ability to transport a 

sub-set of cargo pro-

A joint Bristol-

Queensland team have 

shown that a mutation-

impairs the ability to 

transport proteins cor-

rectly within cells. A 

reduction in these pro-

teins could help to ex-

plain why the body los-

es nerve cells in the 

part of the brain re-

sponsible for produc-

ing dopamine, which 

helps control and co-

teins to their correct 

destinations. Some of 

these cargo proteins 

are already linked to 

Parkinson's disease, 

which affects one in 

500 people in the UK. 

It provides additional 

insight into the molec-

ular pathways involved 

in parkinsonism and 

provides new potential 

therapeutic targets. 

More info... 

Unravelling the biology of Parkinsonism 
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A recent study pro-

vides evidence for why 

consistency is advanta-

geous in a real animal 

environment as op-

posed to in a theoreti-

cal model. The findings 

have shed light on at-

tempts to understand 

how and why certain 

personality traits 

evolve over time or in 

situations. Project lead-

er Dr Christos Ioannou    

confirmed that it isn’t 

just how you act, but 

how consistently you do 

this that determines 

the success and cohe-

siveness of the group. 

A wide range of animals 

(fish, locusts and zebras 

included) live in tightly-

co-ordinated social 

groups. This can help 

them avoid predation 

and find food, but the 

collective co-ordination 

it requires can be a 

challenge. It is known 

that individual animals 

have distinct personali-

ties and clear roles 

within social groups, 

which is important in 

co-ordinating the 

group. Researchers are 

now finding that indi-

viduals also show clear 

differences in how con-

sistent they are in 

those personalities. 

Some are predictable 

and consistent, while 

others may be more 

erratic. With consistent 

personalities making 

better leaders and fol-

lowers, groups com-

posed of consistent in-

dividuals are more co-

hesive, allowing the 

group to make better 

decisions. More info...  

Consistency builds cohesion in animals 

Project.   
 

Dr Nadia Cerminara 

has joined the Editorial 

Board for Scientific Re-

ports. 
 

Dr Liz Coulthard was 

one of the country’s 

leading female medics 

Prof Graeme Hender-

son gave a Plenary Lec-

ture, What makes the 

brain tick?  New insights 

into poly drug use, at a 

Research Matters sym-

posium to celebrate 

the 30th Anniversary 

of the Bristol Drugs 

who commented in 

the Daily Mail about 

their golden health 

rules. 
 

Dr Denize Atan was 

one of the speakers at 

this year's successful 

Soapbox Science event 

in Bristol.   

External Engagements Part I 

Graeme Henderson,  
Liz Coulthard and Denize Atan 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/august/parkinsonism.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/biology/people/christos-c-ioannou/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/september/fish-consistency.html
http://www.bdp.org.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/phys-pharm/people/nadia-l-cerminara/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/219086
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/phys-pharm/people/graeme-henderson/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/phys-pharm/people/graeme-henderson/index.html
http://www.bdp.org.uk/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-3615385/Go-diet-ride-horse-health-MOT-Britain-s-female-doctors-reveal-NEVER-do.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/denize-atan/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/news/2016/soapbox-science-2016.html
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Funding Successes Part II 

search to obtain insight 

into how glucocorti-

coid hormones act on 

the brain after acute 

and chronic stressful 

challenges in a bid to 

help resolve stress-

related psychiatric dis-

orders like major de-

pression, anxiety and 

post-traumatic stress 

disorder. 
 

A Wellcome Trust 

doctoral training 

award for £1.8M has 

been allocated to Pro-

fessor of Medicine Staf-

ford Lightman to pur-

sue From synapses to 

systems in health and 

disease. Co-applicants 

include Profs Richard 

Apps and Zaf Bashir 

and Drs Conor Hough-

ton and Krasimira Tsa-

neva-Atanasova. Major 

advances in under-

standing neural dynam-

ics require interdiscipli-

nary approaches that 

span different neurosci-

ence areas, but crucial-

ly depend on integra-

tion of experimental/

clinical approaches with 

mathematical/

computational exper-

tise. The PhD pro-

gramme is delivering a 

new generation of neu-

roscientists who are 

able to tackle these 

challenges. By develop-

ing cross-disciplinary 

expertise in state-of-

the-art experimental 

Dr Catherine Pen-

nington (Lecturer) 

and co-project lead Dr 

Liz Coulthard were 

awarded a grant from 

BRACE for Refining di-

agnosis and manage-

ment of mild memory 

problems: a pilot study, 

providing support for 2 

sessions a week for her 

at consultant level over 

two years, totalling 

£42,677. The work will 

investigate how and 

why psychological is-

sues impact on brain 

function, and will in-

volve work with affect-

ed individuals to gener-

ate ideas for new ther-

apies that could help. 

Catherine will combine 

this work with a new 

post as a cognitive neu-

rology consultant with 

North Bristol Trust 

from August 2016. 
 

A BBSRC project 

grant for £450k has 

been awarded to Pro-

fessor of Neuroscience 

Hans Reul for the Role 

of corticosteroid receptor 

DNA binding in stress-

induced hippocampal 

gene transcription in rela-

tion to glucocorticoid and 

behavioural responses. 

Alongside Dr Karen 

Mifsud (Senior Re-

search Associate within 

the Neuro-Epigenetic 

Research Group) the 

award will allow the 

continuation of re-

approaches combined 

with advanced analyti-

cal methods, capacity is 

being built in an area 

where academia, indus-

try and government all 

recognise that there is 

a critical skills shortage 

in the UK and world-

wide. 
 

Gachon University 

Gil Medical Centre 

in South Korea award-

ed project lead Prof 

Kei Cho £145k over 30 

months. This collabora-

tion will have two as-

pects, comprising a 

translational neurosci-

ence research project 

aimed at discovering 

new molecular targets 

for neurodegeneration, 

specifically involving 

Alzheimer’s disease, 

and a pilot PhD training 

scheme between Bris-

tol and Gachon. 
 

Professorial Re-

search Fellow in 

Physiology  Julian Pa-

ton has been awarded 

an International Fellow-

ship from the Royal 

Society of New Zea-

land of £150k for three 

years. 
 

Sarah Barrett (MSc 

Pharmacology) has 

been awarded a PhD 

studentship by the So-

ciety for Addiction to 

work with Dr Emma 

Robinson and Prof 

Graeme Henderson. 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/stafford-l-lightman/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/stafford-l-lightman/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/richard-apps/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/richard-apps/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/zafar-i-bashir/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/conor-j-houghton/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/conor-j-houghton/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/person/krasimira-t-tsaneva-atanasova/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/person/krasimira-t-tsaneva-atanasova/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/catherine-m-pennington/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/catherine-m-pennington/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/219086
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/hans-m-reul/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/kei-cho/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/julian-f-paton/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/julian-f-paton/overview.html


lowship. The award 

supported a substantial 

buyout of his teaching 

work, enabling him to 

get involved with and 

make considerable pro-

gress in a number of 

key research areas: 

Purkinje cells, Sleep, 

Decision-making and  

Learning in the peri-

rhinal cortex. In addi-

tion to three papers 

already in preparation 

as a result of this work, 

Conor contributed to a 

successful bid for the 

renewal of the Neural 

Dynamics Wellcome 

Jonathan Rossit-

er (Engineering) re-

ceived a Confidence in 

Concept Award for 

Implantable soft robotic 

device to treat vocal fold 

paralysis.  
 

Two case studies of 

previous EBI projects 

have recently been 

published: 
 

Computational neurosci-

ence: from theory to 

practice describes the 

work that Dr Conor 

Houghton (Engi-

neering) pursued un-

der an EBI Senior Fel-

Trust PhD Programme 
 

‘Nudging’ clinicians to-

ward better decisions 

was a three month 

project undergone by 

Prof Iain Gilchrist 

(Experimental Psychol-

ogy) under the EBI Re-

search for Health 

scheme. Alongside col-

leagues at UH Bristol 

they studied the role 

of information flow in 

helping intensive care 

clinicians to make bet-

ter decisions and 

achieve better out-

comes for patients. 

Elizabeth Blackwell Awards  
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The Psychological Ther-

apies in Primary Care 

Health Integration 

Team (InPsyTe HIT) 

have produced a video 

which explores patient 

experiences of cogni-

tive behavioural therapy 

(CBT) and draws on 

the experiences of par-

ticipants of the CoBalT 

Trial. Whilst talking 

therapies such as CBT 

are effective treatments 

for depression, previ-

ous research has also 

shown that many peo-

ple do not complete it. 

The HIT explored the 

reasons why people 

drop out of CBT in pri-

mary care and aims to 

enable patients and 

health care profession-

als to have a more in-

formed discussion 

about what to expect 

from CBT to improve 

patient engagement. 

The trial demonstrated 

that CBT, in addition to 

usual care including an-

tidepressants, was an 

effective treatment, re-

ducing depressive 

symptoms and improv-

ing quality of life in peo-

ple with depression 

that had not responded 

to treatment with anti-

depressants alone. 

The team have also 

produced a video to 

help improve uptake of 

the Bristol Wellbeing 

Therapies, part of Bris-

tol's Improving Access 

to Psychological Thera-

pies service, which 

helps people with anxi-

ety or depression.  

InPsyte HIT video on patient experiences  

thanks to his role as 

Chief Investigator on a 

Commercial Phase III 

clinical trial (BESIDE) 

which appears to have 

had a beneficial effect 

Marcus Drake (right) is 

now Professor of Phys-

iological Urology in the 

School of Clinical Sci-

ences. Marcus was re-

cently prominent 

on urinary inconti-

nence through a com-

bination therapy of an-

timuscarinic and beta-3 

agonist (Eur Urol &  

Jour Urol).  

Academic Promotion 

In Bristol in 2013/14 

more than 40% of 

patients referred to 

Improving Access to 

Psychological  

Therapies services 

did not engage with 

the service 

From top: Jonathan Rossiter, 
Conor Houghton and Iain Gilchrist 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/senior/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/case-studies/2016/conor-houghton-computational-neuroscience-from-theory-to-practice.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/case-studies/2016/conor-houghton-computational-neuroscience-from-theory-to-practice.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/case-studies/2016/conor-houghton-computational-neuroscience-from-theory-to-practice.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/conor-j-houghton/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/conor-j-houghton/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/senior/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/case-studies/2016/ian-gilchrist---nudging-clinicians-toward-better-decisions.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/case-studies/2016/ian-gilchrist---nudging-clinicians-toward-better-decisions.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/iain-d-gilchrist/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/researchforhealth/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/researchforhealth/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/08/04/inpsyte-hit-video-on-patient-experiences-of-cognitive-behavioural-therapy/681
http://www.thecobaltstudy.ac.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/marcus-j-drake/index.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0302283816002074
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002253471630129X
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tors, dentists and vets 

to consider a career in 

research, and encour-

ages publication of their 

work. Since the scheme 

began in 2013 the south-

west INSPIRE partner-

ship has supported 

more than 70 vacation 

studentships as well as 

prize awards. Together 

with local matched fund-

ing, this has enabled stu-

dents to undertake re-

search projects under 

the supervision of senior 

scientists and clinicians. 

The INSPIRE Student 

Health Sciences Research 

Journal is produced by a 

team of student editors 

from Bristol, Exeter, 

Plymouth and Cardiff 

and plays a key part of 

a collaborative project 

under the national IN-

SPIRE scheme funded 

by the Wellcome Trust 

and administered by 

the Academy of Medi-

cal Sciences. 
 

The scheme aims to 

encourage student doc-

Following a competition 

in 2015, a team of seven 

senior editors came to-

gether to set up the 

journal from scratch in 

order to provide a plat-

form for publication of 

student project results, 

as well as to have 

direct experience of 

academic peer re-

view.  
 

The first issue of the 

journal is available 

online.  

Student Health Sciences Research Journal 

of different issues in-

cluding, but not limited 

to:  

 What is artificial in-

telligence?  

 What is artificial con-

sciousness?  

 Is the brain a com-

puter? 

 Should we let intelli-

gent machines make 

morally significant 

decision? 

 Should machines ev-

er be given rights?  

 Are we already cy-

borgs?  

 To what extent is 

The Artificial Minds 

Reading Group started 

meeting on 19 Octo-

ber 2016 in the philos-

ophy library in Cotham 

House. The group will 

meet here every 

Wednesday at 15:00 to 

discuss a wide range of 

philosophical issues 

associated with recent 

developments in artifi-

cial intelligence, robot-

ics, technological neu-

ral enhancements, ma-

chine learning, virtual 

reality and more. They 

plan to discuss a range 

technological neural 

enhancement morally 

acceptable?  

 Can machines create 

works of art?  

 What can robotics 

tell us about the role 

of the body in shap-

ing the mind? 

 What does swarm 

robotics tell us about 

the nature of organ-

isms? 
 

All are very welcome 

to attend. For further 

information contact 

Max Jones.  

Thursday afternoon at 

the Bristol Heart Insti-

tute for an MRI scan of 

the head and chest dur-

ing lower body negative 

pressure. 

  

Contact? 

If you are think you 

What is this study? 

This is a study investi-

gating whether brain 

blood flow autoregula-

tion is preserved in hy-

pertension. The study 

involves ~1 hour of 

screening at CRiC Bris-

tol and ~2 hours on a 

might be eligible, please 

contact Sandra Neu-

mann (t: 0117 342 1503) 

for more information. 
 

See the website for  

more studies on blood 

pressure. 

High blood  

pressure? 
 

 

Research study  

looking for  

volunteers in the 

35-60 year age range 

with high blood  

pressure 

Artificial Minds Reading Group 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medical-school/whybristol/inspire/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medical-school/whybristol/inspire/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Cotham+House,+Bristol+BS6+6JL/@51.4620253,-2.6061464,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x48718ddc4a432015:0x5d6f4d707499ab9f!8m2!3d51.4623298!4d-2.6044981
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Cotham+House,+Bristol+BS6+6JL/@51.4620253,-2.6061464,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x48718ddc4a432015:0x5d6f4d707499ab9f!8m2!3d51.4623298!4d-2.6044981
mailto:max.jones@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:Sandra.Neumann@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:Sandra.Neumann@bristol.ac.uk
wwww.uhbristol.nhs.uk/hypertension


also scoping a pilot mul-

ti-disciplinary pain as-

sessment clinic, which 

will be trialed by the 

Bristol trusts. 
 

The Parkinson's and 

Other Movement Dis-

orders HIT develops 

advanced treatment 

services with a new re-

gional Duodopa service 

at North Bristol Trust 

which is starting to as-

sess patients for eligibil-

ity for this advanced 

treatment for Parkin-

son’s. Their brain-

The Integrated Pain 

Management HIT aims 

to provide a fully inte-

grated, multi-

disciplinary, lifespan 

clinical service for 

chronic pain across the 

Bristol and Bath area. 

They have developed a 

single clinical pain data-

base; each member 

trust captures their 

own data, but ques-

tionnaire consistency 

means similar infor-

mation is now record-

ed across the NHS or-

ganisations. They are 

infused nerve growth 

factor trials are also 

progressing well. 
 

The Psychological 

Therapies in Primary 

Care HIT aims to im-

prove psychological 

care for patients with 

depression, anxiety 

and other common 

mental disorders.  
 

The newly formed Psy-

chosis HIT works to 

improve the services 

and lives of psychosis 

sufferers and their fam-

ilies.   

Health Integration Teams (HITs) Annual Reviews 

Page 16 BRISTOL NEUROSCIENCE NEWSLETTER 

The Dementia Health 

Integration Team (HIT) 

have had their first pa-

per published. The aim 

of the study, A cross-

sectional investigation of 

public attitudes toward 

dementia in Bristol and 

South Gloucestershire 

using the approaches to 

dementia questionnaire, 

was to carry out a sur-

vey of public attitudes 

toward people affected 

by dementia in Bristol 

and South Gloucester-

shire. To date, surveys 

of attitudes toward de-

mentia have largely 

been conducted using 

unvalidated materials 

or have focused on 

healthcare profession-

als supporting people 

affected by dementia. 

This is one of the first 

surveys of public atti-

tudes towards demen-

tia to use a validated 

questionnaire such as 

the approaches to de-

mentia questionnaire 

(ADQ). The study pro-

vides a baseline of atti-

tudes toward dementia,  

against which the De-

mentia HIT will be able 

to compare changes 

over time. This is im-

portant due to the em-

phasis in public health 

campaigns on improv-

ing attitudes toward 

dementia. 
 

For a copy of the pa-

per, contact Jude Han-

cock or Richard 

Cheston.  The HIT re-

viewed its progress 

over the past year; see 

Bristol Health Partners 

for details. 

Dementia HIT survey of public attitudes  

A Picture of Health - illustrate your research 

conflict; care and caring; 

consumption; green; 

wellbeing. The best im-

ages will be displayed in 

weekly themed collages 

on Picture of Health 

from Jan 2017. Free 1hr 

Researchers across 

UoB are invited to 

share images of their 

health research in-

spired by a series of six 

themes: growing up 

and growing older; 

workshops on 

Smartphone Photog-

raphy will be held on 3 

and 8 Nov 2016, 12:00

-13:00.  Deadline for 

submissions is 2 De-

cember 2016.  

The newly formed  

Psychosis Health  

Integration Team is 

a team of people 

who experience psy-

chosis, their families 

and carers, academ-

ics, mental health 

professionals, com-

missioners, service 

providers and other 

experts. They are 

working together to 

improve the lives of 

people with  

psychosis in Bristol. 

http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/19/parkinsons-and-other-movement-disorders-hit-review-of-2015-16/634
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/19/parkinsons-and-other-movement-disorders-hit-review-of-2015-16/634
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/19/parkinsons-and-other-movement-disorders-hit-review-of-2015-16/634
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/31/integrated-pain-management-hit-review-of-2015-16/617
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/31/integrated-pain-management-hit-review-of-2015-16/617
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/23/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit-review-of-2015-16/627
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/23/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit-review-of-2015-16/627
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/23/psychological-therapies-in-primary-care-hit-review-of-2015-16/627
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychosis/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychosis/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/dementia-hit/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/dementia-hit/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10386345&fulltextType=RA&fileId=S1041610216000843
mailto:jhancock1@nhs.net
mailto:jhancock1@nhs.net
mailto:richard.cheston@uwe.ac.uk
mailto:richard.cheston@uwe.ac.uk
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/latest-news/2016/05/31/dementia-hit-success-in-2015-16/621
https://apictureofhealth-project.com/
https://apictureofhealth-project.com/photography-workshops/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychosis/
http://www.bristolhealthpartners.org.uk/health-integration-teams/psychosis/
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Dr James Hodge par-

ticipated in Mutant Circus 

and Dr Fly and the mu-

tants fly and bee public 

engagement demonstra-

tions with Guerrilla Sci-

ence at the Secret Gar-

den Party festival and 

The Port Elliot festival 

Dr Laura Palmer 

was interviewed on 

BBC2’s Victoria Derby-

shire current affairs 

programme about why 

brain banks exist and 

what they do. The sto-

ry was also covered by 

BBC news online.  

2016 (28-31 July). His 

alter-ego, Dr Fly, also 

participated in the Ugly 

bug circus Family Rave 

held at Bristol’s Trinity 

Centre on 11 Septem-

ber 2016.  

Public Engagement Part II 

Funding Successes Part III 

cians, statisticians and 

clinicians with a range 

of industrial partners, 

patients and other 

stakeholders to focus 

on the development of 

new methods for man-

aging and treating 

chronic health condi-

tions using predictive 

mathematical models. 

This unique approach is 

underpinned by the 

expertise and breadth 

of experience of the 

Centre's team and in-

novative approaches to 

both the research and 

clinical translation. 
 

Prof Seth Love was 

awarded £227k from 

Alzheimer's Research 

UK under their Net-

work Accelerate 

Scheme. It will help 

build a network for the 

development, validation 

and implementation of 

new methods to meas-

ure vascular dysfunc-

tion in dementia over 

the next two years.  
 

Dr Phil Clatwor-

thy gained a Joint 

The EPSRC has 

awarded a £2M 

grant for the Centre 

for Predictive Model-

ling in Healthcare to 

Prof Stafford Lightman 

and Dr John Terry and 

CIs P Challenor, W 

Henley, M Richardson 

and Krasimira Tsaneva-

Atanasova. Many 

chronic disorders are 

diagnosed and managed 

based upon easily iden-

tifiable phenomena in 

clinically collected data. 

However, it is becom-

ing increasingly under-

stood that these clini-

cal observables are not 

static, but rather a re-

flection of a highly dy-

namic and evolving sys-

tem at a single snap-

shot in time. The quali-

tative nature of these 

criteria, combined with 

observational data 

which is incomplete 

and changes over time, 

results in the potential 

for non-optimal deci-

sion-making. The Cen-

tre brings together a 

team of mathemati-

British Association of 

Stroke Physicians and 

National Institute for 

Health Research Clini-

cal Research Network 

Stroke Portfolio Devel-

opment Award. This is 

a small grant of £2000 

that will bring together 

a writing group consist-

ing of internationally 

renowned researchers 

in the field of stroke 

related visual impair-

ment. Led from Bristol, 

the group will develop 

a programme of re-

search into assessment 

and treatment of visual 

problems after stroke. 
 

A Wellcome Trust 

award has gone to Dr 

Matt Jones for Updating 

cell assemblies, £1.3M 

for five years.  
 

Prof Andrew Dick 

received £60k from the 

National Eye Research 

Centre for Transcrip-

tional plasticity of micro-

glia during intraocular 

inflammation for three 

years.  

From top: Stafford Lightman, 
Seth Love, Phil Clatworthy, 
Laura Palmer and James Hodge 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/james-j-hodge/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/laura-e-palmer/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/news/2016/brain-banking-hits-the-news.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/news/2016/brain-banking-hits-the-news.html
https://www.evensi.uk/bflf-bristol-ugly-bug-circus-family-rave-with-dr-fly/177714161
https://www.evensi.uk/bflf-bristol-ugly-bug-circus-family-rave-with-dr-fly/177714161
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/seth-love/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/231094/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/231094/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/stafford-l-lightman/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/john-r-terry/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/person/krasimira-t-tsaneva-atanasova/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/person/krasimira-t-tsaneva-atanasova/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/matt-w-jones/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/people/andrew-d-dick/overview.html


University of Bristol.  
 

Having been appointed 

as a Fellow of the Royal 

College of Physicians of 

Edinburgh in February 

2016, Julian was formal-

ly admitted to the Fel-

lowship at a ceremony 

at the College in Edin-

burgh. He was also an 

Prof Julian Hughes has 

been announced as the 

first RICE Professor of 

Old Age Psychiatry in a 

collaboration between 

The Research Institute 

for the Care of Older 

People (RICE), the 

Royal United Hospitals 

Bath NHS Foundation 

Trust (RUH) and the 

invited speaker at a 

conference in Paris of 

the Fondation Médéric 

Alzheimer to promote 

the theme Social Scienc-

es for Dementia. His 

presentation con-

cerned the ethical is-

sues in connection 

with research in de-

mentia. 

First RICE Professor of Old Age Psychiatry  
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Making an assistive ro-

bot partner expressive 

and communicative is 

likely to make it more 

satisfying to work with 

and lead to users trust-

ing it more, even if it 

makes mistakes. On 

the flip side, giving ro-

bots human-like traits 

means users may lie to 

the robot in order to 

avoid hurting its feel-

ings. A team from UoB 

and University College 

London experimented 

with a humanoid assis-

tive robot helping users 

to make an omelette. 

The robot was tasked 

with passing the eggs, 

salt and oil but dropped 

one of the polystyrene 

eggs in two of the con-

ditions and then at-

tempted to make 

amends. The aim of the 

study was to investigate 

how a robot may re-

cover a users' trust 

when it makes a mis-

take and how it can 

communicate its erro-

neous behaviour to 

somebody who is w 

working with it. The 

study suggests that a 

communicative, expres-

sive robot is preferable 

for the majority of us-

ers to a more efficient, 

less error prone one, 

despite it taking 50 per 

cent longer to com-

plete the task. At the 

end the robot asked 

participants whether 

they would give it the 

job of kitchen assistant.  

Some were reluctant to 

answer and most 

looked uncomfortable.  

More info... 

People favour expressive robots over efficient ones 

Evolution of the Brain exhibit available for use 

brains are mounted in 

matching cases to help 

emphasis the differ-

ences in size.  The cur-

rent collection includes 

invertebrates, fish, am-

phibians and reptiles, 

The evolution of the 

brain exhibition was 

created to illustrate 

how similarities and 

differences in the anat-

omy of the brain of 

different species.  The 

birds and mammals. If 

you are interested in 

running an exhibition 

using the collection, 

please contact Emma 

Robinson.  

BERT2, a humanoid  

robot assistant, hands 

something to a human  

© RICE 

International Strategic Fund Award 

the effect of beta amyloid 

on neuronal membranes 

with relevance to mecha-

nisms of Alzheimer’s Dis-

ease with Morgan Rob-

Congratulations to 

Prof Mervyn Miles who 

was awarded £2,175 

by UoB for Observation 

with high-speed AFM of 

inson (PhD student) 

and Prof Zoya Leonen-

ko based at the Uni-

versity of Waterloo in 

Canada. 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/julian-c-hughes/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/august/bert2.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/bnf/2016/evolution-of-the-brain/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/bnf/2016/evolution-of-the-brain/
mailto:emma.s.j.robinson@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:emma.s.j.robinson@bristol.ac.uk
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/physics/people/mervyn-j-miles/
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disorder.  At the age of 

24, personality disor-

der was already linked 

with social disad-

vantage, substance mis-

use and poor mental 

health.  Eleven years 

later, the presence of 

personality pathology 

predicted the occur-

rence of anxiety and 

depression, as well as 

the absence of long-

term relationships. 

What is most striking is 

that these associations 

were not due to pre-

existing mental health, 

substance use or social 

problems.  
 

People with personality 

disorder appear to be a 

distinctly vulnerable 

group with regards to 

future mental health 

and relationship prob-

lems. There is no 

doubt that future ef-

forts to understand 

population health could 

be more successful if 

they took account of 

personality patholo-

gy.  Furthermore, there 

Personality disorder 

(PD) affects about one 

in 20 people in the UK 

and up to 40 per cent 

of adult mental health 

service users. Most re-

search in the field has 

taken place in clinical 

settings, and little is 

known about the 

health effects of PD in 

the general popula-

tion.  
 

A study led by the Uni-

versity of Bristol, in 

collaboration with the 

University of Mel-

bourne, has for the 

first time provided a 

fuller understanding of 

the disease burden as-

sociated with personal-

ity disorders. Using 

data from an Australian 

community sample, the 

team tracked the 

health and social out-

comes of people with 

personality disorder, 

11 years after they 

were originally as-

sessed for the pres-

ence of personality dif-

ficulties or personality 

is a pressing need for 

early intervention, as 

well as innovative strat-

egies to address the 

substantial disease bur-

den experienced by 

people with PD.  

 

Reference: Paul Moran 

(pictured right), Helena 

Romaniuk, Carolyn 

Coffey, Andrew 

Chanen, Louisa Degen-

hardt, Rohan Borsch-

mann and George C 

Patton. The influence of 

personality disorder on 

the future mental 

health and social adjust-

ment of young adults: a 

population-based, longi-

tudinal cohort study. 

The Lancet Psychiatry. 3

(7), pp636-645. 

er for the 55th Annual 

Meeting of the European 

Society of Paediatric En-

docrinology (ESPE 2016) 

held on 10-12 Septem-

ber 2016 in Paris. Kate 

has been working with 

Prof Julian Hamilton-

Shield and Dr Elanor 

Dr Katherine Haw-

ton had her abstract 

entitled Effects of eating 

rate on satiety hormones, 

meal enjoyment and 

memory for recent eating: 

An fMRI study accepted 

for an oral presentation 

and as an electric post-

Hinton on a functional 

MRI and eating behav-

iour study at the Clinical 

Research Imaging Centre 

(CRIC) as part of the 

Elizabeth Blackwell Insti-

tute for Health Re-

search. 

 

European Society of Paediatric Endocrinology 

Personality Disorders and Mental Health 

http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/paul-a-moran/index.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2215036616300293
http://www.espe2016.org/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/julian-p-hamilton-shield/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/julian-p-hamilton-shield/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/elanor-c-hinton/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/katherine-hawton/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/katherine-hawton/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/elanor-c-hinton/index.html
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EBI Workshops Funding 

Support interdisciplinary workshops in health research at new or emerging 

interface between two or more disciplines. Applications reviewed all year.  

 

EBI Catalyst Fund 

Pump priming awards support the most promising and ambitious ideas 

across the widest interdisciplinary boundaries. They will be identified 

largely through the running of workshops to explore new possibilities 

and identify the big questions. Applications reviewed all year.  

 

Returning Carers Scheme 

To support academic staff across all faculties in re-establishing their in-

dependent research careers on return from extended leave (16 weeks 

or more) for reasons connected to caring (e.g. maternity leave, adop-

tion leave, additional paternity leave, leave to care for a dependant.).  

 

The deadline for applications is 30 April and 31 October each year. 

 

Clinical Primer Scheme  

This scheme is aimed at is aimed at exceptionally motivated clinically quali-

fied medical and veterinary trainees who are at an early stage of their ca-

reer and is designed to give them the chance to experience a world-class 

research environment for the first time. Applicants must either be fully-

qualified medical doctors and will have started, or be ready to start, their 

specialist training OR have completed a degree in veterinary medicine or 

veterinary science; an intercalated degree or other research experience 

(e.g. undergraduate vacation project) is also desirable. All applicants should 

be entitled to work within the European Economic Area (EEA). 

 

Deadline for applications is 15 December 2016. 

 

GW4 - Clinical Academic Training programme  

The Wellcome Trust-funded GW4 Clinical Academic Training programme 

(GW4-CAT) is a new scheme that brings together the Universities of Bris-

tol, Cardiff and Exeter in developing the next generation of clinical aca-

demics. Within the programme, exceptional early career medical, veteri-

nary and dental graduates will have the chance to undertake an interdisci-

plinary PhD training in one of over 50 world-leading research groups in 

population health, cardiovascular sciences, neuroscience, mental health, 

infection, immunity & repair, cancer or molecular cell biology.  

 

Deadline for applications is 25 November 2016. 

ELIZABETH BLACKWELL FUNDING 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/workshops/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/catalyst/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/workshops
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/returning-carers-scheme/#d.en.71485
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/clinical/
http://gw4.ac.uk/wellcome-trust-gw4-clinical-academic-training-programme/


Set up via Research Professional (RP), a full calendar of fund-

ing opportunities for Neuroscience research is available 

online. Subscribing to a calendar will place the entries in your 

own calendar, which will automatically update according to 

pre-specified search criteria. Staff and students 

have FREE access to Research Professional online from all 

computers on the University network.  You can create your 

own personalised funding opportunity e-mail alerts by regis-

tering with RP.  Find out all about it on the RED website. 

 

BRACE 

Research grants 

 

Closing Date: none   Award amount: £250,000 

 

Support high quality research projects of any discipline that create knowledge 

on the risk factors and causes, effective diagnosis or treatment of Alzheimer’s 

disease and other dementias.  

 

British Neuropathological Society 

Travel bursaries 

 

Closing Date: none   Award amount: £500 

 

Enable researchers to attend international conferences or undertake re-

search in other laboratories related to neuropathology. Where there is a call 

for posters or oral presentations, applicants are required to present a paper 

or poster. Applicants must have been a society member for at least one year 

or should be proposed by a BNS member, and must not hold a permanent 

NHS or university appointment.  

 

Dana Foundation 

Clinical neuroscience research grants 

 

Closing date: none   Award amount: US$300,000 

 

Fund researchers to set up controlled clinical studies in patients with a spe-

cific brain disease, based on promising animal studies suggesting that a specif-

ic therapy either treated the condition or prevented it from getting worse.  

 

NIHR CLAHRC West 

Training bursary scheme 

 

Closing date: 1 February, 1 June and 1 September  Award amount: £600 

 

Gives staff from the local NHS, health and social care sector the opportunity 
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Funding opportuni-

ties cover travel 

grants, early-career 

researcher funds as 

well as major 

grants for up to 

£1M. Have a 

browse and see 

what possibilities 

are out there. This 

is NOT an exhaus-

tive list– Research 

Professional has 

loads more options 

listed! 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

https://www.researchprofessional.com/calendar/html?folder=82195816&useDeadlineAnnotations=false&deadlineOffsetDays=0&deadlineOffsetDaysZero=true&year=2016&month=3
https://www.researchprofessional.com/calendar/html?folder=82195816&useDeadlineAnnotations=false&deadlineOffsetDays=0&deadlineOffsetDaysZero=true&year=2016&month=3
http://www.bris.ac.uk/red/development/opportunities/rp.html
http://www.alzheimers-brace.org/research-grants
http://www.bns.org.uk/grants-and-awards/
http://www.dana.org/grants/clinical-neuroscience-research/
http://clahrc-west.nihr.ac.uk/training-and-capacity-building/training-bursary-scheme/
https://www.researchprofessional.com/0/rr/home
https://www.researchprofessional.com/0/rr/home
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to attend high quality research and evaluation training at half the price. Aims to promote wider engage-

ment and improve skills in research and evidence in the CLAHRC West patch, particularly for those 

who have not previously had opportunities for this type of training. 

 

International Foundation for Research in Paraplegia 

Postdoctoral fellowships 

 

Closing Date: 31-Oct-16   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Promote basic and clinical research relating to spinal cord injury and neuroregeneration. Fellowships 

are for young Swiss scientists who want to join an outstanding laboratory or clinic abroad, or young 

scientists from abroad who wish to work in Switzerland. The living allowance is worth up to 

CHF70,000 per year, and research and travel allowances are worth up to CHF9,000 per year.  

 

International Foundation for Research in Paraplegia 

Research grants 

 

Closing Date: 31-Oct-16   Award amount: CHF150,000 

 

Aim to promote basic and clinical research related to spinal cord injury. Research projects may address 

all aspects of central nervous system and spinal cord lesions, nerve regeneration, trophic support of le-

sioned neurons, and functional changes induced by lesions, preferentially in mammals. Clinical research 

projects may be situated in the fields of diagnosis, acute lesion management including surgery, neurolo-

gy, urology, rehabilitation, and other areas related to paraplegia. 

 

NIHR 

Efficacy and Mechanism Evaluation (EME) Programme - Commissioned call - 16/61 Evaluation of new 

surgical procedures through the use of novel study designs 

 

Closing date: 01-Nov-16   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Funds clinical efficacy studies.  The studies we support usually test if an intervention works as expected 

in a well-defined population or group of patients.  The Programme also provides an opportunity to use 

clinical studies to understand disease or treatment mechanisms, which may in turn lead to improve-

ments in health and patient care. 

 

Hertie Foundation 

Eric Kandel young neuroscientists prize 

 

Closing Date: 01-Nov-16   Award amount: €100,000 

 

Recognises outstanding work in any field of neuroscience by European investigators under 40 years of 

age. Candidates must have demonstrated outstanding and independent scientific creativity and produc-

tivity, their work must have been published in leading journals and they must be nominated by their uni-

versity or research institution or by an internationally recognised neuroscientist.  

 

Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation 

Clinical trials for frontotemporal degeneration 
 

http://www.hsp-info.de/stiftung/foerderpreis/advanced_scholarship_2016.htm#c853
http://www.irp.ch/en/research/grants.php
http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/funding/eme-commissioned
http://www.ghst.de/en/kandelprize/
http://www.theaftd.org/research/funding-opportunities


Closing date: 15-Nov-16   Award amount: US$2M 

 

Supports innovative clinical trials testing novel or repurposed drugs for frontotemporal degeneration 

and related disorders. The total budget of the call is USD 10 million and it aims to fund at least five 

projects over 10 years. Individual project budgets may range between USD 500,000 and USD 2m each 

over one to three years. 

 

Association of British Neurologists 

Clinical research training fellowship 

 

Closing date: 17-Nov-16   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Supports trainees who wish to study an aspect of clinical neuroscience in depth leading to an MD or 

PhD degree. In addition to salary, reasonable travel costs, equipment and consumables can be awarded 

up to maximum £10,000 per year. 

 

National Institute of Mental Health 

BRAIN initiative: foundations of non-invasive functional human brain imaging and recording – bridging 

scales and modalities (R01) 

 

Closing date: 23-Nov-16   Award amount: US$700,000 

 

Encourages transformative discoveries that will lead to breakthroughs in understanding human brain 

function, specifically focusing on efforts that aim to revolutionise the understanding of the biological ac-

tivity underlying, and bioinformatic content of, data collected using contemporary non-invasive function-

al brain imaging techniques.  

 

National Institutes of Health 

BRAIN initiative: non-invasive neuromodulation – mechanisms and dose and response relationships for 

targeted CNS effects (R01) 

 

Closing date: 23-Nov-16   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Aims to better understand how existing non-invasive neuromodulation devices affect brain circuitry. 

Application budgets are not limited but need to reflect the actual needs of the proposed project. The 

maximum project period is four years. 

 

National Science Foundation 

Collaborative research in computational neuroscience programme 

 

Closing date: 19-Dec-16   Award amount: US$250,000 pa 

 

Supports collaborative activities that will advance the understanding of nervous system structure and 

function, mechanisms underlying nervous system disorders and computational strategies used by the 

nervous system. International components of collaborative projects may be funded in parallel by the 

participating agencies.  
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Department of Health including NIHR 

Health services and delivery research programme – researcher-led workstream: 16/116, 16/115 

 

Closing date: 12-Jan-17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Supports research into the quality, appropriateness, effectiveness, equity and patient experience of 

health services. The workstream has a continued interest in the following research areas: dementia; 

surgical and implantable devices; primary care interventions; very rare diseases; long-term conditions 

in children; multimorbidities in older people.  

 

National Institute on Aging 

Role of peripheral proteostasis on brain ageing and on Alzheimer’s disease (R01) 

 

Closing date: 12-Jan-17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Seeks to advance biomedical research on the role of peripheral proteostasis on brain structure and 

function during ageing and in Alzheimer’s disease, facilitating the identification of molecular and cellular 

markers of normal brain ageing and brain ageing during pathological conditions. Application budgets are 

not limited but need to reflect the actual needs of the proposed project.  

 

European Academy of Neurology 

Tournament for neurologists in training 

 

Closing Date: 13-Jan-17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Enables neurologists to present papers on clinical related research or basic neurological science at the 

2017 European Academy of Neurology congress in Amsterdam. PhD neurology students, residents of 

neurology or certified clinical neurologists, who have no more than three years practice since complet-

ing their training, and are working in Europe may submit abstracts. 

 

European Academy of Neurology 

Investigator awards 

 

Closing date: 13-Jan-17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Recognise the best poster or oral presentations on neurology at the academy’s annual congress, to be 

held from 24 to 27 June 2017 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. 20 awards are available providing the win-

ners with a registration to the academy’s congress 2018 in Lisbon, Portugal. 

 

 

European Academy of Neurology 

Congress bursaries 

 

Closing date: 13-Jan-17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Enable young researchers to attend the academy’s annual congress, to be held from 24 to 27 June 2017 

in Amsterdam. A maximum of 300 bursaries are available, to cover the costs of congress registration, 

accommodation and admission to three half-day training courses. 

 

http://www.nets.nihr.ac.uk/funding/hsdr-researcher-led
https://www.researchprofessional.com/funding/opportunity/1803195?__mhid=90729412
https://www.ean.org/amsterdam2017/Tournament-for-neurologists-in-training.3293.0.html
https://www.ean.org/amsterdam2017/Investigator-Award.3291.0.html
https://www.ean.org/amsterdam2017/Bursaries.3290.0.html


European Academy of Neurology 

Spring school for young neurologists 

 

Closing Date: 31-Jan-17    Award amount: acc + tuition + board 

 

Will take place between 10 and 15 May 2017 in the Czech Republic, with lectures scheduled for four 

consecutive days on the subject of multiple sclerosis, inflammatory neuropathies and stroke. Contribu-

tions to the optimal organisation of neurological care, neurological services and postgraduate education 

throughout Europe will be presented. The programme includes a half-day trip to Prague. 

 

European Society for Traumatic Stress Studies 

Wolter de Loos award for distinguished contribution to psychotraumatology in Europe 

 

Closing Date: 01-Apr-17    Award amount: €1,000 

 

Nominations are invited. The prize recognises an individual who has made a significant theoretical, clini-

cal or research contribution to the field of psychotraumatology studies. The nominee must be based in 

an European or adjoining country and the nominating individual must be an ESTSS member. Self-

nominations are accepted. The winner is expected to be present at the European Conference on Trau-

matic Stress to receive their award. 

 

European Society for Traumatic Stress Studies 

Young minds in psychotraumatology award 

 

Closing Date: 01-Apr-17    Award amount: €1,000 

 

Nominations are invited. The prize recognises excellence in the traumatic stress field through service 

or research by an individual who has completed their training within the last 10 years. The nominating 

individual must be an ESTSS member. Self-nominations are acceptable. The winner is expected to be 

present at the European Conference on Traumatic Stress to receive their award. 

 

Federation of European Neuroscience Societies 

FENS regional meeting travel grants 

 

Closing date: 30-Apr-17    Award amount: €500 

 

These allow young qualified researchers to attend the regional meeting to be held from 20 to 23 Sep-

tember 2017 in Pécs, Hungary.  
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Individual Differences in Frequency of Inner Speech: Differential  

Relations with Cognitive and Non-cognitive Factors 
Xuexhu Ren, Tengfei Wang and Christopher Jarrold 

Frontiers in Psychology. Available online. 
 

Inner speech plays a crucial role in behavioral regulation and the use of inner speech is very common 

among adults. However, less is known about individual differences in the frequency of inner speech use 

and about the underlying processes that may explain why people exhibit individual differences in the fre-

quency of inner speech use. This study was conducted to investigate how individual differences in the 

frequency of inner speech use are related to cognitive and non-cognitive factors. Four functions of inner 

speech including self-criticism, self-reinforcement, self-management, and social assessment measured by 

an adapted version of Brinthaupt’s Self-Talk Scale were examined. The cognitive factors that were con-

sidered included executive functioning and complex reasoning and the non-cognitive factors consisted of 

trait anxiety and impulsivity. Data were collected from a large Chinese sample. Results revealed that anx-

iety and impulsivity were mainly related to the frequency of the affective function of inner speech (self-

criticism and self-reinforcement) and executive functions and complex reasoning were mainly related to 

the frequency of the cognitive, self-regulatory function of inner speech (self-management).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustration of the comprehensive correlation model including the four latent variables representing the 

four types of inner speech and another four latent variables representing trait anxiety, motor impulsive-

ness, cognitive impulsiveness, and non-planning impulsiveness. Self-criticism and selfreinforcement reflect 

mainly the affective regulatory function of inner speech; self-management reflects mainly the cognitive 

regulatory function of inner speech; social assessment reflects mainly the communicative function of in-

ner speech. The dotted arrow means that the corresponding correlation was not significant (* p < .05, ** 

p < .01).  
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 Richard Apps, Professor of Neuroscience 

 Zaf Bashir, Professor of Cellular Neuroscience  

 Yoav Ben-Shlomo, Professor of Clinical Epidemiology  

 Catherine Brown, Theme Administrator 

 Kei Cho, Chair of Neuroscience (Royal Society Wolfson Research Merit Award Holder)  

 Rachel Churchill, Reader in Psychiatric Epidemiology 

 Liz Coulthard, Consultant Senior Lecturer 

 Jonathan Evans, Consultant Senior Lecturer  

 Iain Gilchrist, Professor of Neuropsychology  
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 Stafford Lightman, Professor of Medicine  

 Astrid Linthorst, Professor of Neuroscience  

 Mike Mendl, Professor of Animal Behaviour and Welfare  

 Tony Pickering, Wellcome Trust Reader in Neuroscience  

 Hazel Phillips, RED Facilitator 

 Hans Reul, Professor of Neuroscience  

 Emma Robinson, Reader in Psychopharmacology  

 Adam Tan, President of the student Neuroscience Society 

 Alastair Wilkins, Reader in Neurology  

 Kate Worrell, Social Secretary of the student Neuroscience Society 
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