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Visa Guidance for students studying in the UK for less than 6 months
Students studying in the UK for less than six months can choose to apply for either a:

1. Full Tier 4 General Adult Student Visa or

2. Student Visitor visa.

We will automatically send all students studying at Bristol for just one semester a Visa Letter for a Student Visitor visa.

If you would prefer to apply for a full Tier 4 General Adult Student Visa, you must request this by the following deadlines:
· October start/entry: 15 July

· January start/entry: 15 September
European Economic Area (EEA) nationals
· EEA nationals do not require visas to come and study in the UK. If you are an EEA or Swiss national please read the UKCISA information sheet ‘EEA and Swiss Students’; www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/eea.php.

Student Visitor visa explained
· A Student Visitor visa is given for a maximum of 6 months.

· You cannot extend this visa in the UK so to be granted further time in the UK to study you would have to return home to apply for a student visa. If there is any possibility that you may want to study in the UK for longer than 6 months (e.g. you want to extend your study abroad for another semester) you should NOT apply for a student visitor visa and apply for a General Adult Student Visa.

· All work (paid or unpaid) in the UK is prohibited if you have a student visitor visa.

Applying for a Student Visitor visa - Non-EU nationals
Non-EU nationals studying in the UK for less than six months are not required to apply for a Tier 4 General Adult Student Visa and can enter the UK as a “Student Visitor”.
· Non-Visa nationals can apply for a Student Visitor visa upon arriving in the UK and do not need to apply beforehand.
· Visa nationals must apply for and obtain a Student Visitor visa before arriving in the UK.
· A list of Visa national countries can be found at the UKBA website: http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/doineedvisa/visadatvnationals
Tier 4 General Adult Student Visa explained

· Any Non-EU national can apply for a full Tier 4 student visa if they wish to work (paid or unpaid) or if there is any chance they may want to extend their studies in the UK.

· The primary benefits of a Tier 4 General Adult Student visa:

· can be extended from within the UK – this means if you decide to extend your studies at Bristol (i.e. you stay at Bristol for a full year instead of just the first semester), you would not need to return home to extend your visa.

· allows you to work in the UK

Applying for a Tier 4 General Adult Student visa – Non-EU nationals
· You should refer to the guidance from UK Visas (http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/) and the British Embassy in your home country on how to apply for a Tier 4 student visa.

· The University of Bristol will provide you with the correct visa documentation if you request it by the deadlines above.

· You will be required to submit a visa application, supporting documents and biometrics as well as pay the Student Visa fee. The process can be lengthy, so you should allow at least 2 months to complete the entire process.

Further Guidance

The University of Bristol’s International Advice & Support office provides entry clearance advice at the following website: http://www.bris.ac.uk/international/studentsupport/immigration/entryclearance.html.

VISA REQUEST FORM
For students studying at Bristol for less than 6 months.
To ensure we generate the correct Visa Letter for you, please answer the following questions indicating whether or not you will be entering the UK as a Student Visitor.
Student Visitor Visa

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I will be entering the UK as a Student Visitor (tick the boxes below indicating you agree to the statements)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that I will not be permitted to work – paid or unpaid 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that I will not be permitted to stay in the UK for more than 6 months

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that if I decide to extend my studies in the UK I will have to return home to apply for a student visa.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that if I change my mind and decide to apply for a General Adult Student Visa I must request a new Visa Letter from Bristol’s Study & Work Abroad Office by 15 July for October entry or 15 September for January entry. I understand that if I request a new Visa Letter later than this date the Study & Work Abroad Office will not be able to send me the necessary documents with enough time to apply for my visa.

Tier 4 General Adult Student Visa

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like to apply for a General Adult Student Visa (tick the boxes below indicating you agree to the statements)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that it is my responsibility to apply for, submit all required documentation to the British Consulate and obtain the visa before departing for the UK

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that the application process can take 2 months

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that this visa allows me to work while I am in the UK and can be extended from within the UK.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand that if I change my mind and decide to enter the UK as a Student Visitor visa I must request a new Visa Letter from Bristol’s Study & Work Abroad Office by 15 August for October entry or 1 December for January entry. I understand that if I request a new Visa Letter later than this date the Study & Work Abroad Office will not be able to send me the necessary documents in time for my arrival in the UK.

EU/EEA Nationals
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am an EEA national and do not need a Visa to study in the UK.

DECLARATION

I declare that I have read and understood the Visa Guidance provided above. I understand that it is my own responsibility to obtain the necessary visa to enter the UK and that I must request the correct visa letter to enter the UK (Visa Letter (General Student) for General Adult Student Visa or Visa Letter (Student Visitor) for Student Visitor visa.
Full Name:      
Signature:  






Date:       

Please return this form with your application supporting documents.











