
Concept elevation of Queen’s Road frontage illustrating opportunities for an ‘active frontage’: 
a new lobby (1),  the swimming pool foyer (2),  the cafe bar (3), the Link (4) and the Anson Room (5)
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All the external facades of the Queen’s Road Building are to be 
renewed. 

The key design principles are as follows:

To maximise glazing to the lower floors to allow views in to, and out of, •	
of the active spaces within, such as the foyer, café bar, Anson Room and 
swimming pool foyer. Key aspects of this ‘active frontage’ are illustrated 
below.
To clean, repair and protect the existing concrete so that its appearance is •	
rejuvenated.
To replace all windows so that they both contribute to the building’s fresher •	
appearance, and to its environmental performance.
To maximise daylight but minimise overheating to the building’s interior.•	
To create new extensions, and make modifications, which are both •	
sympathetic to the original design principles of the building, and also to the 
building’s context.

Materials

The new extension will be faced with polished slate cladding, which will 
also be used to re-clad the existing projecting balconies on the South and 
East facades. In this way, the material palette of the building continues to 
be a simple composition of the three original elements: concrete, glass and 
slate.  These materials will however all undergo transformation. The concrete 
will be cleaned and repaired; the windows and curtain walling will have new 
proportions, frames and internal timber linings; and the slate will have a more 
polished and reflective surface than at present.

The existing facades are illustrated in the adjacent photo-montage images, 
apart from the North facade which is too close to the boundary wall to allow 
a photo to be taken. The proposed facades of the building are illustrated on 
following board.

Photo-montage illustrations of the existing facades

Queen’s Road facade (West-Northwest)

Richmond Hill Avenue facade (East-Southeast)

Gordon Road facade (South-Southwest)




