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A new boulevard pavement to Queen’s Road

The design of the open space to the south-west corner of the site 
is intended as a continuation of the character of the wide, split-level 
pavement along Richmond Terrace. From this new open space, the slope 
of the site provides an opportunity to start a similar type of pavement 
comprising a level approach to the upper entrance to the building, and a 
generous lower pavement sloping down to the lower entrance. The form 
of the upper pavement will conceal the unsightly undercroft car park, while 
the lower ‘boulevard’ pavement, approximately six meters wide, extends 
along the full length of the site, providing generous breathing-space to the 
building users and local community.

The new extension has been designed to reflect the extended lower-
ground ‘plinth-like’ structures to Richmond Terrace. Like these, this too 
has an active frontage, giving views into the new entrance lobby and 
new swimming pool foyer. As shown in the adjacent façade illustration, 
the extension roof is aligned with the upper walkway further up the site. 
Though this roof cannot viably become a usable landscape, as a green 
roof it will contribute to the landscape visual character and the ecology of 
the site. 

In conclusion the new extension has been designed as a low structure: 
part-landscape and part-plinth responding to the Queen’s Road Building 
form and its context. The proposed extension materials are a balance of 
slate cladding to emphasise its mass, with glazed openings to enhance its 
active frontage. This pattern is only broken with the raised entrance lobby 
form, which provides a visual marker responding to the separate, bold 
forms of the existing building.

Photograph taken  looking North along Queens Road overlaid with the outline of the 
proposed extension elements: 
raised pavement (1), entrance lobby (2) and lower extension (3). 
As shown, the upper section of the extension will be screened by trees.

Photograph of the South-West corner of the site  
and illustrative view of the proposed new landscape in this area
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