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Welcome to this second round of public consultation on 
proposals to improve the Queen’s Road Building.

Feedback from the Consultation in April 2010

At the first round of consultation the University has been encouraged by the 
widespread support for the project. The useful feedback provided has helped 
inform the ongoing work of the design team. The team’s response is shown 
in the following ‘Current Proposals’ boards.

A number of concerns were raised by staff and students around assumptions 
such as use of finances and retaining the building/Student Union functions 
in this location.  A full appraisal of the options and costs has already been 
carried out by the University to inform the project brief which the team is 
working to. This consultation therefore focuses on the nature of the proposals 
to refurbish the Queen’s Road Building.

Some other issues were raised by local residents around the maintenance 
and operation of the building including noise, impact of tour buses and 
inconsiderate parking. These have been passed on to the University and/or 
the design team to deal with as appropriate. 

What you told us:

There was broad support for the University’s overall objectives.•	
95% of people who completed comment forms expressed support for the •	
principle of retaining, refurbishing and improving the building. 
80% felt that the proposals would improve the appearance of the building.•	
56% thought the proposals would make a more positive contribution to the •	
building’s setting and context, 20% disagreed and 24% were undecided.
70% supported proposed improvements to the landscaping and Queen’s •	
Road entrance including a widened boulevard.

In response to the emerging design proposals there was 
support for:

Improving the external appearance of the building.•	
Improving the foyer and access arrangements.•	
Making the building generally more welcoming. •	
Making the building more sustainable.•	

Key discussions were around:

Detailed design of the Queen’s Road entrance area in terms of landscaping, •	
materials and the setting of the building within the streetscape.
How much the grassed area is used, and keeping or replanting trees.•	
Improving the other elevations of the building as well. •	
Parking and access.•	
Arrangements for disabled users regarding access and movement.•	

Other key issues raised by students and staff were around:

Potential loss of space available to the Union especially for clubs and •	
societies, and the rationale for this being given over to other uses.
Whether space would be permanently ‘lost’ or re-provided elsewhere in •	
medium and longer term.
Spaces and facilities needed by individual clubs, societies and user groups.•	
Making the building more of a ‘destination’ for students through better use •	
and design of social spaces and facilities.

‘Cut-away’ section through the new Queen’s Road entrance lobby, 
the foyer and the Link upper floors

Photographs of the first public consultation 
held at the Queens Road Building in April 2010




