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The Site

The building occupies most of a sloping site between Queen’s Road and 
Richmond Hill Avenue. The Upper Ground floor is level with the southern 
corner of the site, and the Lower Ground floor is level with the northern 
corner. Due to this topography, the central entrance doors are two metres 
above pavement level and accessed via external steps.

The Original Design of the Building

This is one of the largest purpose-built students’ union buildings in Great 
Britain. It was designed by the Bristol-based architects Alec F. French 
Partnership in 1965 as a response to an increase in the student population at 
the University.

The building is broken down into two large blocks joined by a lower, 
recessed, glazed link. The higher South block contains welfare facilities, the 
theatre and four floors of smaller Students’ Union offices and society rooms. 
The lower, deeper North block houses the swimming pool, the Anson Room, 
and three floors of offices, bars and restaurants with panoramic views to the 
west. 

The linking block is conceived as the ‘hub’ of the building. It has a raised 
ground floor entrance and a foyer to the Anson Room and the theatre, at first 
floor, accessed by a dramatic, freestanding spiral stair. Above is a series of 
open lounges connecting the large public rooms in the North to the smaller 
administrative and society rooms in the South. The lounges are linked by a 
series of circular open wells creating a visual connection between floors. The 
link building no longer functions as an open bridge to the North and South 
blocks due to the requirement for fire separation.

The large public spaces in the North building were conceived as naturally 
lit spaces with floor-to-ceiling glazing along the west elevation, each with 
connections to a balcony space. In contrast, windows along the east 
elevation are smaller and at high level, which was appropriate to their now 
virtually obsolete function as ‘back of house’ and kitchen spaces.

The building is faced with exposed granite aggregate concrete cladding 
panels mechanically fixed to the steel structural frame. Windows in the South 
building are set into recessed panels faced with green granite aggregate of 
larger size. Areas of importance in the original design, such as the projecting 
theatre balcony, are faced with narrow strips of dark grey slate. The bonding 
to this slate is failing, and these areas are now wrapped in wire mesh. Overall, 
the concrete exterior is looking tired and in need of cleaning and repair. 

Many of the original internal details have a particular charm and reflect both 
the architecture of the day and a high level of craftsmanship and robustness. 
Many of these features have been lost or hidden during the years of adaption 
to new uses. 

Planning Policy

The Queen’s Road Building is situated within Clifton, to the north-west of the 
city centre. It is close to Clifton Village and the Whiteladies Road, and lies 
within the Clifton and Hotwells Conservation Area.

The Queen’s Road Building does not benefit from any other specific land 
use or aesthetic policy designations. While the building falls outside the 
designated University Quarter, it is covered by adopted Local Plan policy 
CC4, which addresses the continued growth and development of the 
University. 
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