Faculty of Social Sciences and Law
Ethical review and approval of funded research proposals

The Faculty Research Ethics Committee is responsible for approving all ESRC-funded research and is willing to consider research funded by other bodies with the consent of departmental ethics committees
. The Faculty Research Ethics Committee may also consider appeals for all types of research proposal from departmental review and approval procedures. The primary purpose of the review and approval process is to ensure that all human participants in the research are treated ethically.
The review process is undertaken electronically. The researcher should submit
, preferably by email:

· The research proposal submitted to the awarding body. (You do not need to include salary details - any personally sensitive information of this type that is disclosed will be treated as confidential to the committee.) 
· Any additional documents or evidence of consideration of ethical issues or proposed ways of managing ethical challenges that have not been included in the previous documents.

· For full review: Either a Faculty ethics review form
 or a departmental ethics review form
· For expedited review: The Faculty ethics review form3.
In straightforward cases, we aim to complete the faculty process within two weeks for expedited review and four to five weeks for full review. It may take longer if the committee needs to ask for further information. Our aim is to undertake the process in as constructive and facilitative way as possible in dialogue with the researcher(s). 

The committee’s conclusions for a full review will normally include:

· A summary of the overall ethical implications of the proposed research identified in the review process.
· Any mandatory requirements or prohibitions that have not been adequately addressed in the proposal. These will usually be restricted to legal requirements or where there is a strong empirical evidence-base for the requirement.
· Any recommendations for the researcher(s) to consider. These may include a requirement to provide a response after due consideration or to provide a report on a specified issue at an appropriate point in undertaking the research. 

The committee’s conclusions following an expedited review will normally be communicated by your departmental representative followed by a written summary. The conclusions from a full review will normally be communicated in writing. The conclusions from either process may include:

· Any mandatory requirements or prohibitions that have not been adequately addressed in the proposal. These will usually be restricted to legal requirements or where there is a strong empirical evidence-base for the requirement.

· Any recommendations for the researcher(s) to consider. These may include a requirement to provide a response after due consideration or to provide a report on a specified issue at an appropriate point in undertaking the research.

The committee will not normally comment on epistemological or methodological issues unless they directly affect human participants in the research. These are considered matters for the relevant academic discipline and are probably better dealt with at departmental level or by relevant academic organisations. They would also normally be considered by any funding body.
The terms of reference for undertaking these procedures, including rights of appeal, can be found in the University of Bristol Ethics of Research Policy and Procedure http://www.bris.ac.uk/research/support/governance/ethics/ethics.html 
Professor Tim Bond

Faculty Research Ethics Officer for Social Sciences and Law
� There are exceptional procedures for departments to undertake this review process and report the outcome to faculty, if this would ensure meeting essential deadlines that cannot otherwise be achieved, for example in the absence of key personnel at Faculty or over the summer break. 


� To the Faculty Research Support Officer <W.F.Leung @bristol.ac.uk> and cc to the Faculty Research Ethics Officer <Tim.Bond@bristol.ac.uk> 


� See appendix 1
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