
 
 

 

 

Introduction to Study Experts 

 

What is Study Experts? 

Study Experts is our brand-new initiative which connects students holding an offer to study at Bristol 

with our alumni community.  

Our Study Experts can give you first-hand advice about what life is like as a student at Bristol. They 

can talk you through what to expect during your first weeks living and studying in Bristol, settling 

into your course and insider tips on life at the University and in the city.  

Study Experts have completed a range of qualifications at Bristol in the last five years and you are 

free to view their profiles and contact them for advice.  

 

What is Bristol Connects? 

Bristol Connects is the University of Bristol’s online platform exclusively for alumni, students and 

staff. It is a straightforward and intuitive system which connects our global community.  

Send private messages, view alumni profiles and connect with other members of our community for 

advice and guidance. 

 

How can alumni help me? 

Alumni can help give a flavour of life at Bristol and beyond. As graduates they have a unique 

perspective to share, they can help you decide if Bristol is the right choice for you and prepare you 

to make the transition to student life.   

Alumni can share their personal experience of: 

o The city of Bristol.  
Is it friendly? What’s the weather like? What is the food like in the UK? 
 

o Moving to a new city. 
Making friends, settling in, meeting people and adjusting to life in a new city. 
 

o University life. 
Clubs and societies, extracurricular activities, part-time work and volunteering opportunities 
 

o Their Bristol favourites.  
Favourite places, days out, sporting events, festivals, nightlife, eateries, and neighbourhoods.   
 

o Their work and career since graduating.  
How Bristol helped prepared them for life after graduation. 



 
 

 

 

 

What if I have other questions? 

Our International Recruitment Team are still the best source of information for questions relating to 

the logistics of applying to and studying at Bristol. If you have specific questions relating to the 

application process, entry requirements, course structure, fees and finance, visas, or 

accommodation and facilities please contact the International Recruitment Team. 

The most up to date guidance from the University can be found at the links below. 

Fees and finance http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/fees-finance/ 
Scholarships http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/fees-

finance/scholarships/ 
Entry requirements http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/countries/ 
English language requirements http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/language-requirements/ 
Course structure, content and assessment http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/ 
Visas http://www.bristol.ac.uk/directory/visas/ 
Information on University allocated and 
private rented accommodation 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/ 

Global lounge - a cultural hub for all 
international and home students 

https://www.global-lounge.bristol.ac.uk/  

Careers Service http://www.bristol.ac.uk/careers/ 
 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): advice and information 

The current coronavirus pandemic has caused many uncertainties which you may wish to discuss. 

Advice and information will be published on the University’s webpages and you should use this as 

your main source of information about the University’s response to this situation.  

If you would like to discuss this in more detail please contact the International Recruitment Team. 

 

 

Using Bristol Connects 

 

Setting up your personal profile 

You will be prompted to set up your personal profile when you first access Bristol Connects. Our 

Study Experts have a limited resources available to them and may have to decide which of several 

offer holder applicants to choose from first. Give yourself the best chance of selection by having a 

complete profile including your interests and aspirations.  

 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/contact/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/fees-finance/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/fees-finance/scholarships/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/fees-finance/scholarships/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/countries/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/language-requirements/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/directory/visas/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/
https://www.global-lounge.bristol.ac.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/careers/
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/students/coronavirus/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/contact/


 
 

 

 

1. Add a profile picture  

 

 

Putting a face to a name is a great 
way to make your profile more 
engaging and help you to be found 
in search results. 
 
You can change your picture at any 
time by hovering over it in your 
profile and clicking on 'Edit Photo'. 

 

2. Tell people about yourself 

The more information you have on your profile, the easier it will be for the right connections 

to find you and vice-versa. 

 

 
Your personal headline is a brief 
summary of who you are and what you 
are looking to do.   
 
The bio section is where you can add 
more detail about your background, 
inspirations and motivations. 
   

 

3. Add your location 

 

Your full address will not be not visible to other 
members of Bristol Connects – maintaining your 
privacy – but a pin will be placed on the alumni 
network map to help members in the same region 
connect. 



 
 

 

 

 

4. Help other get in touch with you 

 

Have a website, LinkedIn profile or blog? Like to communicate on 
social media?  
 
Add your details to your contact information to allow others to 
contact you via other platforms as well. 

 

 

 

Searching for an Expert 

Your Study Expert dashboard is a useful tool for finding an Expert. You can search by typing 

keywords in the search box, using the interactive map to view results by location, and by using the 

filters.  

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

1. Refine your results on the search page and browse Study Expert profiles.  

Study Experts have indicated their areas of expertise so that you can find someone who can meet 

your needs. 

Be sure to also look at their personal profiles to get a feel of their background, experience and what 

they are doing now.  

 

2. Once you have found the right person, send them a connection request. 

 

 

Connecting with a Study Expert 

When writing your connection request, make sure to be polite, let them know about your 

educational and professional interests and objectives, and ask about their own experiences. The 

Study Expert has already made clear what services they are happy to offer so don’t be afraid to ask 

for one. However, don’t ask for one that they haven’t offered.  

If your connection request is accepted, respond in a timely manner to their questions and 

comments. Your Expert probably has a demanding job alongside the added responsibility of being an 

Expert. 

Download our Guide to getting the most from your connections for our top tips on your Study Expert 

connection.  

 

Completing the relationship 

Once your connection is complete, take the time to thank your Expert and let them know how much 

they’ve helped you. Don’t forget to complete the relationship via the Expert system, so they can help 

another student. 

You can connect with as many Study Experts as you find helpful. If you still have questions why not 

look for another connection.  

If you have any questions about the Study Expert programme, contact a member of the Bristol 

Connects team at bristol-connects@bristol.ac.uk. 

 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/alumni/documents/volunteer-resources/study-experts-getting-the-most-from-your-new-connections.pdf
mailto:bristol-connects@bristol.ac.uk

