Research a topic – hints and tips                                                             
Starting out Before you begin, think about what you already know about the subject.  
Try looking in
· Reference resources – Dictionaries, encyclopaedias
· Newspapers or popular subject magazines
· Textbooks
· Popular non-fiction titles
These will provide you with definitions and summaries that may help define your topic.  You should find these resources in your school or local public library.
Next…
Think about your topic and the keywords and search terms that relate to it.  Make a note of:
· Variant spellings – UK/US
· Variations in meanings
You may need to narrow the scope of your topic, so think about what is relevant.  Are there limitations?
· Geographic – World-wide or country specific
· Time – Historical or specified time-span
 (
Tip:
  Check your s
pelling carefully.  A misspelled
 word may affect your search results
)


Search So, you have your search terms and you know they are relevant, what do you do next?
It is a good idea to start in your school library, though you may also find it helpful to go to your local public library.
· Use your keyword/search terms to search the library catalogue
· Make a note of the references you find
·  (
Tip:
 Look at the *
bibliographies
 and lists of *
references
 that appear at the end of a book, book chapters, journal article or paper.   *See the section on plagiarism and referencing for an explanation of these terms.
)Start with the most recent references first and work back

Going further You may need to extend your search to include other resources.  There are so many available that it can be difficult to know where to start.  This section provides details of library collections and catalogues and internet resources that may be of use.
Library collections and catalogues
Avon University Libraries in Cooperation (AULIC) http://www.uwe.ac.uk/library/aulic/  Provides details of collection strengths, library catalogues and contact details for the four AULIC institutions: Bath Spa University, Universities of Bath and Bristol and the University of the West of England (UWE)
Bath Spa University Library http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/services/library/
British Library http://www.bl.uk/ Provides a page of information for researchers, http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/index.html and  includes a list of virtual reference resources, http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/webres/humanitiesresourcesforresearchvirtualreferencelibrary/humanitiesvrl.html
COPAC  http://copac.ac.uk/ Free access to the merged online catalogues of the national and top university libraries in the UK.
CyberLibrary  www.cyberlibrary.org.uk Free access to premium resources from home or the public library.  Public Library card is needed.
Libraries West catalogue. http://www.librarieswest.org.uk/02_Catalogue/02_001_Search.aspx  Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset, Somerset and South Gloucestershire public library services.
University of Bath Library Catalogue http://www.bath.ac.uk/library/.
University of Bristol Library Catalogue http://www.lib.bris.ac.uk/ALEPH/ .  
University of the West of England (UWE) Library Catalogue http://www.uwe.ac.uk/library/catalogue/. Select ‘Guest login’ to access.

Internet resources – General
BBC  http://www.bbc.co.uk/
Bartleby  http://www.bartleby.com/ Database of classic texts in e-book format.
DOAJ - Directory of Open Access Journals.  http://www.doaj.org/ Provides free full-text access to scholarly and scientific journals.
Electronic Journal service providers http://www.bristol.ac.uk/is/library/ejournals/using.html   Many electronic journals are provided by an intermediary.  These service providers will often offer searching facilities across their collections.  A payment will be required if you try to download full text journal articles. The University of Bristol Library’s ejournal web page has a list of links to journal service providers’ websites.
Google Scholar  http://scholar.google.co.uk/ Broad search option for scholarly literature
Intute  http://www.intute.ac.uk/ Free online service that helps locate good quality web resources .  This site is no longer being maintained so may be out of date, may still contain some useful information.
Ipl2  http://www.ipl.org/ Gateway for Public Libraries and Librarian’s index of resources (US) 
Pinake∑   http://www.hw.ac.uk/libWWW/irn/pinakes/pinakes.html A subject launch pad hosted by Heriot-Watt University. 

Internet resources – subject specific
Government information  http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/index.htm
PubMed Central  http://ukpmc.ac.uk/ Digital archive of free full-text online biomedical and life sciences journals.
Scholarpedia http://www.scholarpedia.org/ Free encyclopaedia written and peer reviewed by experts in the following subject fields:
· Astrophysics
· Computational neuroscience
· Dynamical systems
· Physics
Statistics http://www.statistics.gov.uk/hub/ – UK national statistics
University of Bristol Library subject resources and support pages http://www.bristol.ac.uk/is/library/subjects/ Resources and support for staff and students.  Contains useful links to subject specific resources and information.
 (
Tip:
  
The 
Virtual Training Suite
 
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/
 
is 
a free resource
 that will help you develop your internet research skills.  The University of Bristol’s 
Finding
 and using information
 pages 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/is/library/findinginformation/
 
may also be of some help with research skills in general.
)UK Universities, colleges and research establishments  http://www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/ukinfo/ Will help you find out what research is being done and where!


Evaluate your results It is important that you evaluate the information you find.  In simple terms this means adopting a critical view and not taking the importance of what you find on face value.  Consider whether the information is relevant to your topic.  You will also want to look at the accuracy of the information and whether it has come from a reliable source.  There are some key questions that you can apply when evaluating information and it will help to look at:
· Author
Is the information written by a respected author or organisation? 
· Does he/she provide some background information?
What is the domain name of the website?
· Content 
What is the focus?
· controversial or biased
Who is the intended audience?
· School children
· Specialist researchers
Are there limitations?
· Timespan e.g. current or historical 
· Geographic area e.g. EU, continent
·  (
Tip
: There is some very useful information available on the Internet that will help you.  Try 
How to read research critically: an introduction
 
https://ilrb.cf.ac.uk/evalinfo/tutorial/index.html
 produced by Cardiff University, 
Evaluating your search results
 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/is/library/findinginformation/evaluation/
 on the 
UoB
 library’s web page or 
Internet detective
  
http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/detective/
 produced by 
Intute
.
)Currency
When was the information published?
When was the web page last updated, is it still maintained?

Plagiarism and referencing When reading text books, research papers and journal articles you will see that authors include references to the work of other people at the end of the text.  This is an important part of research writing and you will need to do this for a few reasons:
· to show the extent of your research
· so that the reader can identify your sources of information
· to avoid the charge of plagiarism.
You will find some useful information on the University of Bristol’s Library Services web page.  Try the Plagiarism: information and advice for students page http://www.bris.ac.uk/is/library/findinginformation/plagiarism/ or the Plagiarismdotorg website http://www.plagiarism.org/ .   
Tip: A citation is a reference to a source of information made in the text.  It may appear as a direct quotation or a summary.  A reference list is an organised list of the work cited in the text and a bibliography is a full list of all of the material that has been consulted during the course of the research.  It should include source materials that have not been cited in the text.  The reference list and bibliography will appear at the end of a document
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