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MA in English Literature -- Romanticism Pathway:

Preliminary Reading
The Romanticism MA pathway provides detailed introduction to the literary culture of the Romantic period in England and beyond. The programme provides a grounding in traditional approaches to Romanticism and more recent critical and theoretical developments in the field. Topics that are addressed include definitions of Romanticism, Romantic poetics, the politics of language and landscape, the Gothic and the Gothic tradition, the status and representation of the Romantic writer, audience and readership, war and revolution, gender, the city, European Romanticism, Romanticism and ecology, and the ‘afterlives’ of Romanticism in the nineteenth- and twentieth- centuries. 
The pathway is designed to stimulate constructive engagement with critical and theoretical concepts while encouraging study of a wide range of texts and authors, both canonical and less well known. These may include some or all of the following: William Blake, William and Dorothy Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Charles and Mary Lamb, Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, Mary Robinson, William Godwin, Mary Wollstonecraft, Ann Radcliffe, Matthew Lewis, Sir Walter Scott, James Hogg, Felicia Hemans, Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe and Mary Shelley, John Keats, John Clare, William Hazlitt, Leigh Hunt, Thomas De Quincey, Charlotte Smith. 

Reading for the TB1 unit, Romantic Poetry and Poetics

This unit focuses on some of the canonical poetry and poetics of the period. It would be helpful to have read at least some of the following in preparation:

William Wordsworth, Lyrical Ballads (including the 1802 Preface) and The Prelude (1805)

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, ‘The Aeolian Harp’, ‘The Nightingale’, ‘This Lime-Tree Bower My Prison’, ‘Frost at Midnight’
John Keats, ‘Hyperion’, ‘The Fall of Hyperion’, ’Ode to a Nightingale’, ‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’, ‘To Autumn’, the letters

Percy Bysshe Shelley, ‘Mont Blanc’, ‘Hymn to intellectual Beauty’, Prometheus Unbound, ‘Adonais’, ‘The Triumph of Life’, ‘Defence of Poetry’

Scott, The Lady of the Lake
Byron, Childe Harold, Canto IV, ‘The Prisoner of Chillon’
Secondary Reading
It would also be helpful to look at some general back ground material on the Romantic period, for example one or more of the following (see below for details):

M.H. Abrams, The Mirror and the Lamp; Stuart Curran, Poetic Form and British Romanticism;
Robin Jarvis, The Romantic Period; Nicholas Roe (ed.), Romanticism; Jane Stabler, Burke to Byron, Barbauld to Baillie.

General Reading
The following is a selective list of anthologies and general critical (and some background historical) studies, some of which offer broad surveys of the intellectual and cultural contexts of Romantic writing. Fuller reading lists more closely oriented to specific authors or topics will be provided before each seminar.

While no specific preparatory reading is required, it is certainly worth reading one or two of the recommended books from the ‘secondary reading’ list, and reading as much as possible in one of the anthologies.

(Especially useful/recommended: *)

Anthologies

Andrew Ashfield, ed., Romantic Women Poets, 1770-1838: An Anthology (Manchester, 1995) 

-----, Romantic Women Poets, 1788-1848, vol.2 (Manchester, 1998)

David Bromwich ed., Romantic Critical Essays (Cambridge, 1987)

Paula R. Feldman, ed., British Women Poets of the Romantic Era: An Anthology (Baltimore, 1997)

Zachary Leader and Ian Haywood, ed., Romantic Period Writings, 1798-1832: An Anthology (London, 1998)

Jerome J. McGann, ed., The New Oxford Book of Romantic Period Verse (Oxford, 1993)

*Michael O’Neill and Charles Mahoney, eds., Romantic Poetry: An Annotated Anthology (Oxford, 2008)

Fiona Robertson, ed., Women’s Writing, 1778-1838 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001)

Jonathan and Jessica Wordsworth, eds., The New Penguin Book of Romantic Verse (London, 2001)

*Duncan Wu, ed., Romanticism: An Anthology, 3rd edn. (Oxford, 2005)

-----, Romantic Women Poets: An Anthology (Oxford, 1997)

Secondary Reading 

*M.H. Abrams, The Mirror and the Lamp: Romantic Theory and the Critical Tradition (1953; repr. Oxford, 1971)

-----, Natural Supernaturalism: Tradition and Revolution in Romantic Literature (London, 1971)

-----, The Correspondent Breeze: Essays on English Romanticism (New York, 1984)

Andrew Bennett, Romantic Poets and the Culture of Posterity (Cambridge, 1999)

Jennifer Breen and Mary Noble, Romantic Literature (London: Arnold, 2002)

*Marilyn Butler, Romantics, Rebels and Reactionaries: English Literature and its Background, 1760-1830 (Oxford, 1981)

James Chandler, England in 1819: The Politics of Literary Culture and the Case of Romantic Historicism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998)
Cynthia Chase, ed., Romanticism (Harlow, 1993)
Ian R. Christie, Wars and Revolutions: Britain 1760-1815 (London, 1982)
Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (New Haven, 1992)
Timothy Clark, The Theory of Inspiration: Composition as a Crisis of Subjectivity in Romantic

and Post-Romantic Writing (Manchester, 1997)

Laura Claridge, Romantic Potency: The Paradox of Desire (Ithaca, NY, 1992)

Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (New Haven, 1992)

Philip Cox, Gender, Genre, and the Romantic Poets: An Introduction (Manchester, 1996)

*Stuart Curran, The Cambridge Companion to British Romanticism (Cambridge, 1993)

*-----, Poetic Form and British Romanticism (New York, 1986)

* Aidan Day, Romanticism (London, 1996)

Kelvin Everest (ed.), Revolution in Writing: British Responses to the French Revolution (Milton Keynes, 1991)

Mary A. Favret and Nicola J. Watson, eds., At the Limits of Romanticism: Essays in Cultural,

Feminist and Materialist Criticism (Bloomington, 1994)

Elizabeth A. Fay, A Feminist Introduction to Romanticism (Oxford, 1998)

Paul R. Feldman and Theresa M. Kelley, eds., Romantic Women Writers: Voices and

Countervoices (Hanover: University Press of New England, 1995)

David Ferris, Silent Urns: Romanticism, Hellenism, Modernity (Stanford, 2000)

*Marilyn Gaull, English Romanticism: The Human Context (New York, 1998)

*Robin Jarvis, The Romantic Period: The Intellectual and Cultural Context of English Literature, 1789-1830 (Harlow, 2004)

Claudia L. Johnson, Equivocal Beings: Public, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s:

Wollestonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Chicago, 1995)

Peggy Keeran and Jennifer Bowers, Literary Research and the British Romantic Era:

Strategies and Sources (Lanham, 2005)

Gary Kelly, Women, Writing and Revolution, 1790-1827 (Oxford, 1993)

Jacqueline M. Labbe, Romantic Visualities: Landscape, Gender and Romanticism

(Basingstoke, 1998)
Nigel Leask, British Romantic Writers and the East: Anxieties of Empire (Cambridge, 1992)

Marjorie Levison et al., Rethinking Historicism: Critical Readings in Romantic History (Oxford, 1989)

Paul de Man, The Rhetoric of Romanticism (New York, 1984)

Iain McCalman, Radical Underworld: Prophets, Revolutionaries and Pornographers in London, 1795-1840 (Cambridge, 1988)

*Iain McCalman, et al, An Oxford Companion to the Romantic Age: British Culture 1776-1832 (Oxford, 1999) 

Jerome J McGann, The Beauty of Inflections: Literary Investigations in Historical Method and Theory (Oxford, 1985)

-----, The Romantic Ideology: A Critical Investigation (Chicago, 1983)

-----, The Poetics of Sensibility: A Revolution in Literary Style (Oxford, 1996)

Maureen N. McLane, Romanticism and the Human Sciences: Poetry, Population, and the Discourse of the Species (Cambridge, 2006)

Anne K. Mellor ed., Romanticism and Feminism (Bloomington, 1988)

*-----, Romanticism and Gender (New York, 1993)

Peter T. Murphy, Poetry as an Occupation and an Art in Britain, 1760-1830 (Cambridge, 1933)

Lucy Newlyn, Reading, Writing, and Romanticism: The Anxiety of Reception (Oxford, 2000)

Ronald Paulson, Representations of Revolution, 1789-1820 (New Haven, 1983)

David Punter, The Literature of Terror: A History of Gothic Fictions from 1765 to the Present

Day (London, 1980; 2nd edn, 2 vols., 1996)

Alan Richardson, British Romanticism and the Science of the Mind (Cambridge, 2001)

*Nicholas Roe (ed.), Romanticism: An Oxford Guide (Oxford, 2006)

Marlon B. Ross, The Contours of Masculine Desire: Romanticism and the Rise of Women’s Poetry (New York, 1989)

Clifford Siskin, The Historicity of Romantic Discourse (Oxford, 1988)

*Jane Stabler, Burke to Byron, Barbauld to Baillie, 1790-1830 (Basingstoke, 2002)

E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (London, 1963)

Thomas Weiskel, The Romantic Sublime: Studies in the Structure and Psychology of

Transcendence (Baltimore, 1976)

John Whale and Stephen Copley (eds.), Beyond Romanticism: New Approaches to Texts and Contexts, 1782-1832 (London, 1992)

Susan J. Wolfson, Formal Charges: The Shaping of Poetry in British Romanticism (Stanford, 1997)

