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Confirmed speakers

Dr Matteo Galizzi is an economist based a ity of London, and the

University of Brescia, Italy.
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with drug use. Thi t. Some drugs are illegal, but appear
to be only moderately harmful (nothing is entirely-harmless: even drinking too
much water can be fatal), while other legal drugs are extremely harmful to the
individual (e.g., tobacco) or society (e.g., alcohol). So it is important to
understand the different risks that come from using different drugs.
Unfortunately this is very difficult to do: harms may be to the individual or to
society, may be related to physical health or psychiatric health, or are indirect
if, for example, use of one drug associated with relatively low harms increases
the likelihood of later using other drugs associated with greater harms (called
the “gateway hypothesis”). We will discuss what constitutes harm, how we
might measure these harms objectively, and how different drugs compare with
respect to these harms.



Dr Marianne van den Bree is an epidemiologist working at Cardiff University School of
Medicine. She studies health-related behaviours and has a particular interest in
understanding the reasons why young people make unhealthy life choices.
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