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Language Units Running in the Department of Religion and Theology 
The descriptions below are intended to act as a brief and user-friendly guide to the Language 
units we are offering in 2014/15. Please note that we do not guarantee that all the listed units will run. A 
unit may be withdrawn, for instance, if there is insufficient demand for it. If you have any queries regarding 
the information below, we would strongly recommend that you seek advice from your Personal Tutor  

 

SANSKRIT Units Running in Teaching Block 1 
 
THRS10017 Introduction to Sanskrit 1 
Unit Director: Dr Rita Langer 
TB1 

 

Sanskrit is the single most important language in Indian culture. The fundamental texts of Indian 
religions, philosophy, law, science, poetry, drama, etc. are all composed in Sanskrit. For anyone 
who wishes to gain an appreciation of Indian religions and culture the study of Sanskrit is 
therefore of paramount importance. Indian culture itself has traditionally regarded the study of 
Sanskrit grammar and literature as basis of all education. Moreover, in the contemporary study of 
Indian religion and culture Sanskrit terminology serves as something of a "lingua franca".  

The unit aims to introduce students to the basics of Sanskrit grammar as a foundation for the 
reading of Sanskrit texts, and involves the completion of weekly Sanskrit/English and 
English/Sanskrit/ exercises and the preparation of short passages for reading. 

Pre-requisite: None 

 
THRS20188 Introduction to Sanskrit 1 
Unit Director: Dr Rita Langer 
TB1 

 

Sanskrit is the single most important language in Indian culture. The fundamental texts of Indian 
religions, philosophy, law, science, poetry, drama, etc. are all composed in Sanskrit. For anyone 
who wishes to gain an appreciation of Indian religions and culture the study of Sanskrit is 
therefore of paramount importance. Indian culture itself has traditionally regarded the study of 
Sanskrit grammar and literature as basis of all education. Moreover, in the contemporary study of 
Indian religion and culture Sanskrit terminology serves as something of a "lingua franca".  

The unit aims to introduce students to the basics of the Sanskrit alphabet, its vocabulary, and 
grammar, as a foundation for the reading of short passages of Sanskrit texts.  

Pre-requisite: None 

 
 



THRS30171 Introduction to Sanskrit 1 
Unit Director: Dr Rita Langer 
TB1 

 
Sanskrit is the single most important language in Indian culture. The fundamental texts of Indian 
religions, philosophy, law, science, poetry, drama, etc. are all composed in Sanskrit. For anyone 
who wishes to gain an appreciation of Indian religions and culture the study of Sanskrit is 
therefore of paramount importance. Indian culture itself has traditionally regarded the study of 
Sanskrit grammar and literature as basis of all education. Moreover, in the contemporary study of 
Indian religion and culture Sanskrit terminology serves as something of a "lingua franca".  
The unit aims to introduce students to the basics of the Sanskrit alphabet, its vocabulary, and 
grammar, as a foundation for the reading of short passages of Sanskrit texts. 
Pre-requisite: None 

 

Sanskrit Units Running in Teaching Block 2 
 
THRS10018 Introduction to Sanskrit 2 
Unit Director: Dr Rita Langer 
TB1 
 

This unit aims to consolidate previous work on basic Sanskrit grammar by continuing with a certain 
amount of grammatical practice with increasing emphasis on reading. The emphasis shifts to 
reading longer passages while new grammar is still introduced. It is intended to continue with 
informal vocabulary tests/quizzes and translation exercises from Sanskrit into English and vice 
versa. Teaching in the first eight weeks of this unit will still be based on Maurer (lessons 9-16), as 
the convenience of the provided glossary will ease the students into reading adapted extracts 
from Sanskrit literature. The remaining two weeks, however, will be devoted to reading chosen 
short passages from Sanskrit literature with the help of the standard dictionary. In addition further 
reading material (secondary sources) will be provided to encourage the students to actively 
engage with the main themes of the texts. 

Pre-requisite:THRS10017 
 

 
THRS20189 Introduction to Sanskrit 2 
Unit Director: Dr Rita Langer 
TB1 
 
This unit aims to consolidate previous work on basic Sanskrit grammar by continuing with a certain amount 
of grammatical practice with increasing emphasis on reading. The emphasis shifts to reading longer 
passages while new grammar is still introduced. It is intended to continue with informal vocabulary 
tests/quizzes and translation exercises from Sanskrit into English and vice versa. Teaching in the first eight 
weeks of this unit will still be based on Maurer (lessons 9-16), as the convenience of the provided glossary 
will ease the students into reading adapted extracts from Sanskrit literature. The remaining two weeks, 
however, will be devoted to reading chosen short passages from Sanskrit literature with 
 
Pre-requisite: THRS 20188 Introduction to Sanskrit I 
 

http://www.bris.ac.uk/esu/unitprogcat/UnitDetails.jsa?unitCode=THRS10017


 
 

THRS30172 Introduction to Sanskrit 2  
Unit Director: Dr Rita Langer 
TB1 
 

This unit aims to consolidate previous work on basic Sanskrit grammar by continuing with a certain 
amount of grammatical practice with increasing emphasis on reading. The emphasis shifts to 
reading longer passages while new grammar is still introduced. It is intended to continue with 
informal vocabulary tests/quizzes and translation exercises from Sanskrit into English and vice 
versa. Teaching in the first eight weeks of this unit will still be based on Maurer (lessons 9-16), as 
the convenience of the provided glossary will ease the students into reading adapted extracts 
from Sanskrit literature. The remaining two weeks, however, will be devoted to reading chosen 
short passages from Sanskrit literature with the help of the standard dictionary. In addition further 
reading material (secondary sources) will be provided to encourage the students to actively 
engage with the main themes of the texts. 

Pre-requisite: THRS30171 Introduction to Sanskrit I 
 

http://www.bris.ac.uk/esu/unitprogcat/UnitDetails.jsa?unitCode=THRS30171

