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Since the early 1970s, scholars and policy makers  have been puzzled by the paradoxical relationship between the surging of a diverse array of Muslim global actors inspired by the Islamic Revival, and the deepening of globalization processes spearheaded by neoliberal “reform”.   Rather than being independent phenomena, it is now apparent that the upsurge in global Islamic activism is highly correlated with a parallel upsurge in the intensification and extension of economic globalization processes.  Still more paradoxical is the stunning realization by beleaguered Western security officials that the most extreme Muslim movements pragmatically use the new digitalized infrastructures, freely bequeathed by economic globalization, as a command and control system to coordinate their global insurrections.  
These paradoxes define the research questions for this seminar: The meta-theoretical questions ask: How have two radically distinct global processes---economic globalization--- driven by the instrumental rationality and individualized consumption of neoliberalism, and--- Islamization--- inspired by the Muslim quest for authentic Islamic reform within a “reimagined” global ummah—redefined the meaning of globalization since the 1970s?  A number of questions flow from the paradox of global Islam. What conjunctural factors explain the origins, timing and consequences of these two distinct global reform movements?  Given the articulation of global Islamic movements within the infrastructures of economic globalization, is it possible to theorize a distinctly Muslim process of globalization? If Muslim global agency cannot be reduced to a binary reaction to the threat posed by economic globalization, and instead constitutes a distinct process of globalization, what are its definitive structural and cultural practices?  
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Drinks reception to follow. For further information please contact Lynne Copson (L.Copson@bristol.ac.uk) 

