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Synopsis:  Far from Chinese modernity being, or becoming, a replica of western 
modernity, it will remain fundamentally distinct. China is a civilization-state and only 
secondarily a nation-state. With China's rise we can expect its relationships with East Asia 
to bear some of the characteristics of the tributary state system. The nature of the Chinese 
state, including the sources of its legitimacy, are very different from the western state and 
the Chinese notion of race is distinctive. As China modernises and becomes increasingly 
self-confident, the uniqueness of its modernity will become more and more apparent and 
its consequences, for the rest of the world, will be far reaching.  
 
 
Martin Jacques is the author of When China Rules the World: the Rise of the Middle 
Kingdom and the End of the Western World (Allen Lane/Penguin, 2009; China Citic, 2009). 
He is a Senior Fellow at the IDEAS Institute, London School of Economics and a columnist 
for The Guardian. He has held Visiting Professorships at Renmin University, Beijing, Aichi 
University, Nagoya and at Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto. He has also been a Senior 
Visiting Research Fellow at the Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore. 
Formerly, he was editor of Marxism Today and deputy editor of The Independent.   
 
 
Time: 4.30-6.00pm, followed by drinks reception. 
Venue: Peel Lecture Theatre, School of Geographical Sciences, University of Bristol, 
University Road, Bristol. BS8 1SS. 
Booking: Places will be reserved on a first come first served basis. Please register your 
interest by contacting Annabel Lander (Annabel.Lander@bristol.ac.uk , 0117 3311030) 
 


