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City B/lights: Narratives of Historical Representation and Physical Regeneration


Date: 28 February 2007

Venue: CEAS Seminar Room, Room 2E4, 8 Woodland Road.

The workshop will explore the work of  select China scholars in the U.K., and investigate issues of urban transformation in contemporary Beijing (Shin), colonial and post-colonial Tianjin (Marinelli), and other important Chinese cities such as Shanghai (Wu and He).  It will bring together geographers, historians and social scientists researching Chinese cities, and also offer an opportunity for Prof Michael Chanan to show his documentary 'Detroit: Ruin of a City' (2005). This documentary will be shown at the end of the workshop to precipitate discussion on the regeneration of cities.

Programme:

Session 1: 
1:00 Chair, Prof Ray Forrest (University of Bristol)

1:10 Professor Wu Fulong, Director of the Urban China Research Centre at Cardiff University
Let yesterday and tomorrow meet Shanghai today

1:35 Dr Shenjing He, ESRC Research Fellow, University of Cardiff

Selling the culture of old Shanghai: the state-sponsored gentrification

Q&A

2:15 Tea and coffee 

Session 2: 
2:30 Chair, Dr Josie McLellan (University of Bristol)

2:35 Dr Hyun Shin, Visiting Research Fellow, Asia Research Centre, London School of Economics and Political Science

Urban regeneration in Beijing: improving whose environment?

3:00 Dr Maurizio Marinelli, Senior Lecturer, Centre for East Asian Studies, University of Bristol

Making concessions in Tianjin’s cityscape. From hyper-colonial to global?

Q&A

4:00 “Detroit: Ruin of a City”(2005, 90mns). Followed by a Q&A with Michael Chanan'
"A road movie about Detroit and the automobile industry and a documentary about making a documentary about a city. For further information and background material on the film and Detroit, see www.mchanan.dial.pipex.com/detroit"

This workshop has been organised by Maurizio Marinelli as part of the activities of the group researching Visual Culture and History, to which Josie McLellan and other colleagues from the Department of Historical Studies are contributing. 

The workshop has been made possible thanks to the support of the Institute for Advanced Studies (IAS) and Bristol Institute for Research in the Humanities and Arts (BIRTHA).

For further information please contact the CEAS Centre Secretary Felicity.Gaskin@bristol.ac.uk

