Undergraduate Admissions Statement Template
	1. Admissions Process

	This Statement should be read in conjunction with University’s Admissions Principles and Procedures (http://www.bris.ac.uk/university/governance/policies/admissions-policy.html ). 

	Year of admissions cycle – 2011

	Courses covered

	C100 Biology

C300 Zoology

CC83 Psychology/Zoology

CG11 Biology/Mathematics

	Admissions Team 

	Dr Andy Bailey (Senior Admissions Tutor)

Prof. Simon Hiscock (Admissions Tutor)

Prof. Keith Edwards (Admissions Tutor)

Prof. Nigel Franks (Admissions Tutor for CG11)

Dr Arthur Goldsmith (Admissions Tutor for CC83)

Charlotte Webb (Admissions Secretary)

	Outline of assessment methods 

	All UCAS forms are considered independently by at least two members of the admissions team.  All applications are considered on an equal basis and forms are not segregated by the type of educational institution attended. All applicants should be contacted within 4 weeks of receipt of application, to establish contact and inform the applicant of the process to be followed. Please note that it is sometimes necessary to delay making offers until the majority of applications have been received, so as to ensure fair consideration for all candidates. In such a case, we’ll send you a holding letter which will let you know when we expect to be able to give a decision (usually by mid February). 



	Departmental Visit Days and other correspondence with applicants 

	Once you have been made an offer you will be given the opportunity to attend one of the School Open Days to see something of our teaching and research, meet and talk with academic staff, postgraduate and undergraduate students, and take a tour of the building. Parents are encouraged to attend; however, because of a restriction on numbers we request that no more than two visitors attend with each applicant. Details of these meetings will be sent to you once an offer has been made.

	Additional assessment: (a) interviews 

	

	Additional assessment: (b) tests/written work 

	

	Procedures for specific categories of applicant

	Applications from mature students or those with atypical educational backgrounds will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Promising candidates may be invited to interview to discuss their application and to provide an opportunity to explain the course structure to see if it meets their needs. Such interviews are conducted by 2 people, at least 1 of whom has been trained in fair and effective recruitment techniques, and are undertaken in accordance with the University's policy on equal opportunities. In addition to the interview, there is a short written comprehension exercise to allow an assessment of the student's ability to understand and explain a scientific article.

We welcome applications from international students. Such applications are considered in the same way as those from the UK/EU, with comparative grade requirements in a similar set of subjects being required for offer of a place.

Those seeking deferred entry are not discriminated against in any way.

	Cross-dept/joint course admissions arrangements

	For Psychology/Zoology applicants:

If we think that your application looks promising, we’ll either make you a direct offer, or will invite you for an interview. Interviews will be reserved for exceptional cases where paper evidence is ambivalent or inadequate and/or the candidates present unusual profiles (e.g., mature students, non-conventional academic qualifications). Such interviews will be conducted as described in the section above.

For Biol/Maths applicants:
Following the assessment of the UCAS form, the decision may be taken to interview the applicant. In addition to answering any specific issues that arise from the UCAS form, students invited to interview will be asked about their interest in and commitment to the subjects, and their future aspirations. We expect to see evidence of clear thinking and understanding, and we may provide a short written assignment for each applicant to complete at the end of the interview. Note that applicants must have or be predicted to achieve an A grade in A level maths and preferably also further maths to be considered for this course.



	2. Criteria for assessing applicants

	Entry Requirements

	Academic entry requirements for standard qualifications (A-level, SQA, IB, Access, BTEC, Welsh Bacc, 14-19 Diploma, GCSEs) can be found in the online Undergraduate Prospectus http://www.bris.ac.uk/prospectus/undergraduate/2011/sections/BISC/dept_intro . Other qualifications, including international qualifications, will be considered on their individual merits; further information is available at:

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international/study-at-bristol/how-to-apply/country-specific/ .

	Academic Record Criteria

	We initially rank applicants according to the A Level subjects offered and predicted/ actual grades. We will be looking to see that you have grade predictions in line with our usual conditional offers (currently AAA-AAB), and that you are taking a preferred range of subjects (A Level Biology and two additional science/maths A Levels, which are ideally from Chemistry, Physics, or Mathematics; however, we will also accept A Level Psychology, Environmental Science, Geology or Geography). 

A Level Human Biology is less preferred but is acceptable if accompanied by Chemistry and an additional science/maths A Level. 

We also expect you to have a broad range of GCSE subjects at grades A*-B to include Biology and Chemistry (or double science), Mathematics, and English Language. We will take account of any additional science-related A Level or AS Level qualifications. Notice is always taken of the educational context, and of any mitigating circumstances.



	Contextual information

	We take an holistic approach to all applications, ensuring that the educational and social context in which an applicant applies is taken into consideration, where supported by clear evidence that this may have adversely affected academic achievement. This may include time spent in Local Authority care, information about which is provided in the UCAS application.

We also consider evidence of clear motivation to study.  This may include attendance at a University summer school, a targeted Access Scheme (such as Access to Bristol), or participation in Aimhigher outreach activities.  Consideration will also be given to applicants who have completed a targeted Access scheme at another university, under the ‘Mutual Recognition Scheme’.

We do not take the following into consideration when making admissions decisions: the school type attended by an applicant or whether an applicant’s parent has any experience of higher education.



	Personal Statement Criteria

	The Personal Statement and Referee’s Report are always studied carefully. We are particularly keen to see evidence that you appreciate the scientific nature of a degree in Biological Sciences, rather than just being interested in natural history. Participation in relevant extra-curricular activities is useful, and evidence for general intellectual and practical skills, and non-academic experience is also noted.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Reference Criteria

	Any positive (and indeed negative) comments by the referee concerning the applicant’s potential as a University student are of course noted.

	

	

	

	Criteria for international applicants (if different)

	English Language requirements can be found in the UG Prospectus http://www.bris.ac.uk/prospectus/undergraduate/2011/sections/BISC/dept_intro   and at: http://www.bris.ac.uk/university/governance/policies/admissions-english-lang-reqs.html

	

	Applicants are not discriminated against on the grounds of race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, sexuality, religion, disability or age.

	

	3. Offers

	Typical offers for A-levels and other UK qualifications can be found in the Entry Data in the online UG Prospectus. http://www.bris.ac.uk/prospectus/undergraduate/2011/sections/BISC/dept_intro   Offers to applicants with non-standard qualifications will be made equivalent to the published A-level offer.

	Variations in offer level

	We may make lower offers based on whether an applicant is deemed to have experienced educational disadvantage, as defined in section 7.5 of the University’s Admissions Principles and Procedures.



	4. Other

	

	Transfers are considered on a case-by-case basis, taking into account any grades achieved by the student during their university studies, the subjects studied, space on the course and any other information pertinent to the case.

	We do not usually accept entry into year 2 of our degree programmes.

	Professor Innes Cuthill

20 April 2010


