Factsheet

Accommodation
Erasmus Students
This factsheet is designed to complement any information for Erasmus
Students available on our website. Please read it carefully and contact us if you
have any further questions.
University-allocated accommodation
Availability
Students coming to study at Bristol as part of the
University’s Erasmus programme are not
guaranteed accommodation in halls and
unfortunately it is very unlikely that there will be
vacancies available in September 2019.
Therefore, we would strongly suggest that you
continue to look for private accommodation as
soon as possible.
If you are interested in halls you should still apply.
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/undergradu
ate/erasmus-students/ Applications will be open

from May 8th but we will not be able to let you
know until early September if you have a place or
not.
Please note applications will be closed between
28th July and 15th August but will re-open after this
period.
University accommodation
If we are able to offer you accommodation it is
likely to be in a shared room with another
undergraduate student of the same gender as
yourself. Shared rooms have reduced rent rates
and the rent is inclusive of all bills, internet, and a
bus pass if you are at Stoke Bishop.
You will make a small one-off payment of around
£40 on top of your rent for contents insurance and
membership of the Junior Common Room at your
residence, which enables you to benefit from a
variety of social and cultural events organised by
your residence.
Your accommodation payment will be due in midOctober or mid-January 24th depending upon
when your tenancy starts.

Private Accommodation
Looking for Accommodation in September
When looking for accommodation in the private
sector, please be aware that competition for
student housing starting in September is very
strong and it can be challenging to find
somewhere to live. The earlier you start looking
the better.
We advise that you visit the UK while you look for
accommodation if possible or come to Bristol a
couple of weeks before the start of your course to
house hunt.
You can reserve a room in a youth hostel or local
guesthouse while you are house hunting, a list is
available from:
www.hostelbookers.com/hostels/england/bristol/
or
https://visitbristol.co.uk/accommodation

Note: Students coming for one semester only
You should be aware it can be very difficult to find
short-term student accommodation for under 6
months in Bristol. Please take a look at our
factsheet on Finding Short Term Accommodation
at:
www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/media/docs/factsheets/s
hort-term-accommodation.pdf

Avoiding Fraud
Unfortunately, it is common to find fraudulent
accommodation adverts on UK web sites,
especially sites that are free to use. Please read
our Avoiding Housing Fraud factsheet:
www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/media/docs/factsh
eets/renting-safely.pdf

You can avoid scams by renting through Bristol SU
Lettings: www.bristolsulettings.co.uk
or through an agency that is a member of a
professional body and redress scheme. A list of
local agencies is available on our website at:
www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/media/docs/letting
-agencies.pdf. Or you could rent from one of the

commercial providers:
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/privatelyrented/finding-privately-rentedaccommodation/finding-properties-toview/commercial-providers/.

You should not arrange long-term private
rented accommodation from overseas or
transfer money unless you are 100% sure the
arrangement is genuine. If you are in any
doubt, contact us for advice immediately.
Right to Rent
All private landlords in England have to check that
prospective tenants have the right to live in the
UK. This will apply to everyone renting
private accommodation so please read our
factsheet for more details:
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/media/docs/facts
heets/right-to-rent-students.pdf

Where to find accommodation
You can find information about where to find
private rented property here:
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/media/docs
/factsheets/finding-accommodation.pdf

House Search Event
To assist you in finding accommodation the
Accommodation Office run a house search event,
see
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/privatelyrented/finding-privately-rentedaccommodation/postgraduate-and-erasmus-housesearch-event/ to give students the opportunity to

stay in Bristol for three nights to meet other
students and to look for accommodation either as
a group or individually. This event is not suitable
for the one semester students.

Private Accommodation Budget
Rents and bills vary enormously but you should
allow at least £535 per month to cover all your
housing costs, preferably more. Rents vary hugely
from £400 - £550 + bills per month for a room in a
shared house to £700+ per month for a studio in a
commercial residence.
You will normally be required to pay at least one
month’s rent as a deposit and one month’s rent in
advance before you take up your private tenancy.
Rooms in shared houses don’t usually include
bills. The average monthly cost per person in a 4bed shared house is:
•
•
•
•

Utilities (gas, electricity, water) £50
Internet: £10
Insurance: £10
Broadband £10

Rents in commercial properties usually include
bills.

UK Guarantor
When booking private accommodation, you will
often be asked to provide the name and address
of someone in the UK who will promise to pay
your rent or for any damage if you are not able to.
This person is known as a ‘guarantor’. If you don’t
have one, then you may be asked for the full years
rent upfront.

Housinghand.co.uk
This organisation will act as a guarantor for
students for a fee of £225 or 8 monthly payments
of £30. See
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/privatelyrented/finding-privately-rentedaccommodation/guarantors/You will need to check

that your landlord will accept their guarantee
though.

Further information and advice
To find out more about renting in Bristol, please
visit our website at:
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/privatelyrented/finding-privately-rented-accommodation/

The University of Bristol Accommodation Office runs a housing advice service for all staff and students, if you have any
problems
withfor
your
private rented
accommodation
The contents of this fact
sheet are
information
only. You
should consultplease contact us.
the Accommodation Office or an advice centre such as the CAB before
The Accommodation Office The Hawthorns Woodland Road BristolBS8 1UQ
taking any action.
 +44 (0)117 95 46640
 accom-office@bris.ac.uk
Office opening times: Mon 10-4, Tues 1-4, Wed 10-4, Thur 10-4, Fri 10-4

